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Cana Person 6 Catch ^ 
Heart Disease? Maybe 

Infectious Microbes Under Suspicion 
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By Rick Weiss 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Rom gait- 
stones, to arthritis to heart disease, 
many illnesses tong presumed to have 
roots in genes or lifestyle might be 
caused largely by infectious agents, a 
growing number of scientists believe. 

That prospect is raising, the in- 
triguing possibility that people can 
“catch” kidney stones, cerebral 
palsy or Alzheimer’s diseases • 

Most of- die evidence remains cir- 
cumstantial. A microbe might be sus- 
1 piciously present in people who. have 
a disease, for example, and not in 
those who do not — suggesting, but 
not proving, causality'. 

But for some conditions — includ- 
ing heart disease — many scientists 
feel certain that microbes play at least 
a contributing role where none pre- 
viously was suspected. Researchers 
announced last week that they had 
discovered a molecular mechanism 
by which mice can get heart disease 
from a bacterium. And high-tech tests 
have been picking up previously un- 
detectable bacterial “fingerprints” in 
people with other .chronic conditions, 
strengthening the case that microbes 
are the hidden perpetrators. 

The implications of the new theory 
are enormous, researchers say. Most 
important, it suggests that vaccines or 
antibiotics, might have an unexpec- 
tedly big role to play-in the treatment 
of chronic diseases that, today are 
treated with only modest success' 
through lifestyle changes, such asex- 
ercise and improved diet. 

“If an infectious agent is respbn- ■ 
stole for even a portion of these dis- - 
-eases,. that could change the outlook 
for treatment and prevention dramat- 
ically,” said Bany Bloom, dean of 


die Harvard School of Public Health. 
“I see - chronic disease as the - next 
frontier for vaccines,'* 

Mr. Bloom and others cautioned 
against placing too much blame on 
bacteria. For most chronic diseases, 
bacteria are probably just part of the 
puzzle, they said. And widespread, 
long-term use of powerful antibiotics 
carries its own problems... including 
the possible emergence of drug-res- 
istant “guperbngs.” 

“The bacteria by themselves are 
not going eo give us the only useful 
answers,” said Janice Kiecolt-Glaser 
of Ohio State University, who studies 
the effects of stress on health. “You 
could have the bog, and if resistance is 
altered by stress or other factors, you 
could be more prone to nothealing or 
to the infection progressing/ ' 
Nonetheless, said Anne Schuchat, 
chief of the respiratory diseases 
branch attheCenlera for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention in Atlanta, chronic 
conditions such as heart disease take 
such a big toll on society that even a 
modest contribution by bacteria de- 
serves to be targeted 
The. revolution began about five 
years ago, when definitive evidence 
arose mat stomach ulcers are caused 
not by excess stomach acid, as had 
long been presumed, but by the bac- 
terium Helicobacter pylori. It was not 
easy persuading the scientific com- 
munity to accept the new model. 

Bany Marshall an Australian sci- 
entist with a flair for theatrics, re- 
sorted to swallowing a beaker of . the 
bacteria to help seme the question. 
Today, ukters are treated primarily 
with antibiotics instead of acid-block- 
ing drugs. 

Infectious-disease specialists now 
: See HEALTH, Page 4 
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CELEBRATION AND CHALLENGE IN NIGERIA — The president-elect, Olusegun Obasanjo, left, and 
vice president-elect, Abubakar Atiku, meeting Monday, as new doubts were raised over the election. Page 2. 

Indonesia Island Spirals Into Chaos 

Police Fire Into Crowd Outside Mosque, Killing 9, Witnesses Say 


By Mark Landler 

New York Tunes Service 

JAKARTA — In a dangerous es- 
calation of the sectarian violence that 
has hopscotched across Indonesia, nine 
people died Monday in die remote pro- 
vincial capital of Ambon after the police 
opened fire on a crowd outride a 
mosque, several witnesses told Ren- 
ters. 

The shootings followed a new round 
of clashes between Muslims and Chris- 
tians on Ambon, an island about 2^250 
kilometers (1,400 miles) east of Jakarta 
that has been convulse^ by religious 


violence for the last two months. 

Witnesses told Reuters that the police 
fired at the Muslims after they had 
emerged from dawn prayers at the 
mosque ou the outskirts of town. ‘ ‘Sud- 
denly we were artacked by police,” a 
witness said. “They were Christians." 

The police did not confirm the shoot- 
ing. People in the Christian community 
tola Reuters that the police had only 
fired warning shots after Muslims and 
Christians clashed outside the mosque. 

Other witnesses said a Christian mob 
burned several houses owned by 
Muslims in a nearby neighborhood. 

More than ISO people have died in 


religious clashes in Ambon since Janu- 
ary. The violence stems from a com- 
bustible mix of elements: Native Am- 
bonese Christians resent the Muslim 
migrants who have come to their island 
from South Sulawesi seeking work at a 
time of economic hardship. The groups 
are about die same size, with Christians 
concentrated in the city and the Muslims 
scattered in the surrounding villages. 

While the mayhem in Ambon seems 
very faraway from Jakarta — Ambon is 
part of an archipelago that was known as 
toe Spice Islands during Dutch colonial 

See INDONESIA, Page 4 


Concorde, SO Years On, Looks Like One-Shot Wonder 
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In Iran Oil Deal 

• Thumbing theV noses at Amer- 
ican opposition to investments in 
Iran, a ftonsortium of French, tofi- 
an and Iranian oil compimifttf ^ 
nounced on Monday a $998-mU- 
lion, 10-year contract to redevelop 
a giant crude oil field there. 

Elf Petroleum Iran, a subsidiary 
of toe privately-owned French ofl 
company Elf Aquitaine S A, will be 
the lead partner. ... 

A spokesman for Elf Aquitaine 
said it expected no U.S. retribution 
under a law that threatens sanctions 
against any country investing more 
T h a n $20 million in Iran. Another 
French company. Total SA, 
avoided sanctions in a 1997 gas 
exploration deal in Iran. Page 5. 


«■ BjUJarry James 

International Herald THbme 

PARIS * — The supersonic British- 
French Concorde, designed at the same 
time as the obsolete Boeing 707 and still 
a technological marvel, completes 30 
years of flight on Tuesday, a commercial 
success at Xastbut not one that is likely to 
be replicated in the foreseeable future. 

The manufacturers of toe Concorde 
-have well-advanced designs for a suc- 
cessor aircraft, but industry experts say 
it is unlikely to find a market any time 
soon. 

No airline, or group of carriers, is 
willing to assume the financial or tech- 
nological burdens involved in buying a 
new supersonic transport, even though 
toe two carriers flying Concorde, Air 
France and British. Airways, say the 
plane has produced an operating profit 


for several years; Concorde has at best 
IS years of life before it, and after that 
toe rich, toe famous and toe hyperactive 
wilting to pay more than $4,500 to fly 
from Loudon or Paris to New York in 
three and a half hours in champagne- 
sipping silence and luxury will have to 
switch to aircraft that take twice as long 
to make toe trip. 

Concorde 001, assembled by 
Aerospatiale of fiance, was reeled out in 
December 1967, but the veteran test 
pilot Andre Turcat did not make toe 
maiden flight from Toulouse to Le 
Boorget, near Paris, until March 2, 1969, 
following completion of a program to 
test the powerful Olympus engines. 

Packed with scientific equipment, the 
prototype flew for a total of 810 hours 
until it was retired from service and later 

See CONCORDE, Page 4 
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Concordes flown by Air France, which along with British Airways makes 
an operating profit on the planes. However, a successor is unlikely. 


Olympics and Gifts Hard Times Dull Hong Kong’s Esteem for Tycoons 


A U.S. Olympic Conumtteecom- 
mission established to investigate 
corruption in the awarding of toe 
2002 Winter Games condemned a 
‘‘culture of gift-giving” in the 
. Olympic movement Page 1 8. 


Monday toJPJU. -pi»*)usd«8. 
1.089 1.KK5 

1.6094 . 1,603- 

119.835 119 JS 

1.7955 t774 


By Philip Segal 

- International HeraUTribune 

HONG KONG — When Hang Kong’s tycoons 
. complained in public this year that they wanted the 
government to seH more land, the government 
obliged days later. When toe richest and most power- 
ful bid too much for concessions at the new airport 
and then made less money than they bad planned, 
rents conveniently dropped by 30 percent 
In the grand old Hong Kong tradition, dating from 
before Britain even formally annexed what has again 
become Chinese soil, tins territory's business leaders 
are simply claiming what they see as rightfully theirs: 


influence over government policy to a degree rare in 
places so wealthy. 

But while toe clout of toe business sector here is 
still enormous, tycoons here also want the public 
respect and deference that they have been tradi- 
tionally accorded. Now, however, there are strong 
signs that this esteem is fading. 

In the past year, Hong Kong’s deeply slumping 
economy and increasingly vocal politics have 
strained a previously comfortable relationship, in 
which business and government worked together, 
while ordinary people were grateful or at least in- 
different 

‘ ‘The tycoons are worried about two things, ’ ’ said 


Joseph Cheng, director of the Contemporary Re- 
search Center at the City University of Hong Kong. 
“They’re worried about toe impact of the widening 
gap between toe rich and poor in toe community, and 
they’re worried about toe perception of the rich 
among ordinary people in times of economic dif- 
ficulties.” 

The richest citizens here “no longer get toe kind of 
esteem, recognition and deference that they think is 
their due,” said Michael Degolyer, who runs toe 
Hong Kong Transition Project, an ongoing study 
dating from 1982 into the attitudes and values of 

See HONG KONG, Page 4 


In Beijing, 
Albright 
Talks Tough 
On Rights 

She Also Pushes China 
To Take Steps to Join 
World Trade Grouping 

By Jane Perlez 

New York Times Sen-ice 

BEUING — Trying to infuse toe 
troubled relationship with China with 
some new direction. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright talked tough to toe 
authorities here Monday on human 
rights, but encouraged them to move 
forward on joining toe organization that 
governs world trade. 

In a day of meetings. Mis. Albright 
told Prime Minister Zhu Ronghi and 
other senior officials that the - Uni ted 
States was disturbed by the crackdown 
on organized opposition to the ruling 
party and called on toe government to 
release a number of political prisoners. 

Her visit came on the heels of toe U.S. 
administration's annual human rights 
report, which was far more critical of 
China this year than last. 

At toe same time, Mrs. Albright made 
clear that toe administration was stick- 
ing to its policy of delinking human 
rights and trade. 

“We determined some time ago that 
it was not a good idea to link human 
rights and trade, and that we actually 
nuke better .progress in both when they 
are not linked," she said 

Throughout toe day, China’s possible 
accession to toe World Trade Orga- 
nization was stressed by Mis. Albright, 
her aides said. 

Despite the prickly tenor of the hu- 
man rights exchanges between Mrs. Al- 
bright and the Chinese, administration 
officials said Monday night that they 
were pleased that the breadth of toe 
discussions had showed that the rela- 
tionship with China no longer just re- 
volved around human rights. 

Human rights was “prominent but 
not dominant,” an administration of- 
ficial said, summing up the day. 

Mrs. Albright’s visit came a day after 
China, continuing to silence critics of 
the regime, detained one dissident and 
sentenced another to 18 months in jail 
without trial. 

The visit also came as a host of vexing 
problems with China suddenly sur- 
faced, including toe arrest last week of a 
Chinese citizen in California whom fed- 
eral agents charged with trying to obtain 
a component vital to missile guidance 
systems. 

’ Publicly, the Chinesegovernraent did 
not mention this or other security mat- 
ters. 

Instead, the Chinese limited their 
public criticisms of Washington to toe 
human rights issue. 

Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan. with 
whom Mrs. Albright spent most of her 
time Monday, obliquely warned at a 
news conference that toe administration 
□ot file a resolution criticizing China's 
human rights record at toe United Na- 
tions annual human rights commission 
in Geneva this month. 

He said that such ** confrontation'’ 
would not solve toe problem. 

The U.S. administration is in toe 
midst of a heated infernal debate about 
whether to go ahead with a resolution 
that is bound to antagonize toe Chinese 
government 

The State Department characterized 
Mrs. Albright’s trip as a “business vis- 
it" designed to develop regular meet- 
ings between toe two countries. 

It was actually the highest level of a 
constellation of visits to Beijing in re- 
cent and coming days by Washington 

See CHINA, Page 4 
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U.S. Jets Hit a Dozen Sites 
In Flurry of Raids on Iraq 


*7.15 . 2J8J5.18 -nun* 

Books -^3 

Crossword 

SSz ==££ 


• ftewsstand Prices — 

— c°£iS} 

EES^ilSnS 10 -°° QB 

Finland....— rasp fop***^ IB £1.10 

sSs^ST-IOSR 

E E'P^~i1IqJD JjaEL-1O0I» 

'J7 SH. t6ti US- NB- 

g-"* rare 


% , ^ , 4 II 805124 I 



By Steven Lee Myers 

. Nr*' York Tima Service 

WASHINGTON — A day after 
mounting an attack that Iraq said dis- 
abled an oil pipeline, American jets 
attacked a dozen sites iq northern Iraq 
on Monday in the most intense flurry of 
strikes since four nights of bombing in 
December, Pentagon officials said. 

Responding to what the Pentagon 
considered Iraqi provocations, Amer- 
ican F-15E jets based in Tinker dropped 
more than 30 precision-guided bombs 
and missiles on an array of Iraqi air-de- 
fense sites, including anti-aircraft ar- 
tillery, command bunkers and radio 
towers, toe officials said. 

ft was the third day of interne bomb- 
ing in northern Iraq, and toe strikes were 
in line with toe Pentagon's aggressive 
enforcement of toe no-flight zones in 
northern and southern Iraq. 

Secretary of Defease Wuliam Cohen, 
appearing at the Pentagon on Monday, 
saui that American jets "may or may 
.not” have disrupted the flow of oil 
through a pipeline between Iraq and 
Turkey when they attacked a radio 


tower in northern Iraq on Sunday. 

Mr. Cohen said toe radio tower, 
which appears to have controlled toe oil 
flow, was a legitimate military target, 
used by Iraqi forces to challenge Amer- 
ican and British jets in toe northern 
no-flight zone. 

“They can go after command and 
control and communications centers as 
well that allow Saddam Hussein to try to 
target them and put them in jeopardy,” 
Mr. Cohen said of toe sweeping orders 
that American pilots have to strike Iraqi 
targets. 

“So they have some flexibility and 
they will continue to have that flex- 
ibility.” 

Iraqi officials were eager to draw 
attention to Sunday's strike. 

They were apparently hoping to un- 
dercut toe Pentagon’s claims that the 
continuing attacks, coming on average 
every other day, have focused solely on 
military targets. 

Iraq initially claimed that the attack 
hit a pumping station, but Monday Iraqi 
officialstook journalists to a radio tower 
that had sustained damage. 

The pipeline, which runs from 



Joining Forces for Bush 

Republicans Ignore Ideological Differences 
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A worker at an oil facility that Iraq 
says was damaged by U.S. bombs. 

Kirkuk to the Turkish port of Ceyhan, 
carries the oil that Iraq is allowed to 
export as part of a United Nations-au- 
toorized allowance to purchase food and 
medicine. 

See IRAQ, Page 4 


By Richard L. Berke 

New York Tunes Service 

SACRAMENTO, California — The 
Reverend Louis Sheldon, an uncom- 
promising conservative who heads a 
national group called the Traditional 
Values Coalition, has built his career 
denouncing homosexuals. 

But Mr. Sheldon may back a prospect 
for the Republican presidential nom- 
ination whose oraioiy on toe subject has 
been decidedly tame: Governor George 
Bush of Texas. 

“It’s pragmatic,” said Mr. Sheldon, 
who has never been known as prag- 
matic. 

April Boling, an accountant who is 
active in state Republican Party politics, 
said that, although the issue most im- 
portant to her is support for abortion 
rights, she too favored Mr. Bush, even 
though he is against abortion. 

“I’m not as uncomfortable with his 
politics as some of the others,” Ms. 

K said. “And his father used to be 
ice.” 

Mr. Sheldon and Ms. Boling, who 
attended the California Republican 
Party’s winter convention that closed 


here Sunday, represent opposite, often 
antagonistic, wings of their party. 

Their support for Governor Bush un- 
derscores an extraordinary turn in Re- 
publican politics: an early, and colossaL 
outpouring of Republicans of all stripes 
who have set aside their ideological 
convictions to support a governor who 
has yet to formally announce his in- 
tentions — and who is untested and 
largely unknown on the national stage. 

From Capitol Hill to state legisla- 
tures, Republicans around toe country 
have declared their support for Mr. Bush 
in what has become an almost daily 
drumbeat of endorsements that has been 
encouraged, but not always choreo- 
graphed, by the governors’ advisers. On 
Friday, for example, more than half of 
toe nation’s 31 Republican governors 
professed their allegiance. 

Mr. Bush’s father, former President 
George Bush, did not enjoy such vast 
support at this point when" he ran for 
president in 1988 — and as vice pres- 
ident, he was toe heir apparent. 

Here at toe state party Convention, 
there were several idling demonstrc- 

See BUSH, Page 4 
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Nation in a Time Warp / Soviet-Style Economy Persists 


Ukraine Warm It Needs Help on Arms Plants 


By Michael Wines 

New York Tunes Service 


L VIV, Ukraine — The citizens of this 
graceful but impoverished city have a 
message for the West: Hand over your 
money or we'U shoot 

Just a decade ago, when Ukraine was part of 
the Soviet Union. Lviv was a prime supplier of 
Moscow’s tanks, bombsights and military elec- 
tronics. 

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1991, 
so did Lviv's weapons orders, scores of thou- 
sands of factory jobs — and then, bit by bit, the 
city's hope that there would be a bright capitalist 
future. 

The question now, says its young mayor, 
Vasyi Kuybida, is whether the capitalists want to 
do anything about the problem. And what Lviv 
will do if the West doesn't help out. 

''Either we find international sources to fi- 
nance the conversion of these factories," Mr. 
Kuybida said in an interview this month, "or 
we'U be forced to return to arms production on 
the level of France. Germany. Great Britain and 
so on.” 

’ 'There are not moral standards just for us.’ ' he 
said. 

Whether bluff or threat, that captures a gnaw- 
ing worry among some political leaders and 
intellectuals here Dial Ukraine's best opportunity 
to fix itself firmly in Europe — maybe its last for 
a long time — is in danger of slipping away. 

The trappings of a Western democracy are all 
there. Ukraine can hold free elections with the 
best of them, and its leaders say they are com- 
mitted to laissez-faire capitalism and enlightened 
self-rule. 

But outsiders say the bureaucracy still shows 
its Soviet roots and methods. 

Communist legislators block the most crucial 
reforms. The basket-case economy remains 
lashed to its Russian past — and the longer it 
stays there, the tighter the bind becomes. 

How tight could be decided as soon as Oc- 
tober, when Ukraine wLU hold its third pres- 
idential election since independence in 1991. 
With eight months to go. the pro-European in- 
cumbent, Leonid Kuchma, is in trouble, unable 
so far to raise living standards and unwilling, by 
some accounts, to uproot endemic official cor- 
ruption. 

More telling, he has largely failed to overhaul 
Ukraine's Soviet-era economy. Major industries 
r**— vn under state control and land has still to be 
.^.1 

ew companies have looked beyond Moscow 
cither for raw materials or for customers — 60 
percent have business ties with Russian firms — 
and so Russia's crash starting last August 
stopped Ukraine's economy cold. 

In fact, it may add another two years of re- 
cession to the three Ukraine has already en- 
dured. 

For a nation still spending comparatively huge 
sums to address the aftermath of the Chernobyl 



nuclear disaster almost 13 years ago, the eco- 
nomic problems are backbreaking. Fiscal ana- 
lysts say the country will be bard pressed to pay 
its foreign debt this year. 

As in Russia, the government has deferred 
some pensions and salaries to workers at state- 
owned industries. The citizens have usually been 
stoic, but not always: recently, one unpaid coal 
miner died when he set himself afire. A half- 
dozen miners cut their wrists but survived. 

The fault is not all Mr. Kuchma’s. Ukraine's 
450-member Parliament, a fistfight-prone body 
with a corruption problem, is swayed by current 
and former Communists who have blocked land 
privatization and an overhaul of the crippling tax 
system. 

But the president is getting the blame. .And 
were the election held tomorrow, many analysis 
say, voters might dump him for a candidate from 
the Socialist and the Communist left 

A leading contender, they say. would be Gl- 
exandr Moroz, a Socialist Party leader seen by 
many as the least radical of the leftists. 

I F VOTERS feel the same this fall, it could 
change the course of Ukraine's young de- 
mocracy. Most leftists favor still closer 
political and economic ties with Russia. 
And more are warming to the notion that Ukraine 
should join an emerging alliance between Russia 
and their mutual neighbor Belarus, where power 
is 'he hands .if an Soviet a r. !c dic- 

tator. 

"It all depends on whether the West has any 
strategy.” said Vira Manivska, who heads the 
International Center for Policy Studies, a Kiev 
group dedicated to improving Ukrainian gov- 
ernance. 

“If things go (heir own way here, I don’t think 
we have many chances of being independent of 
Russia. The only thing going for us is that Russia 
doesn't have any strategy, either/’ 


A woman in Kiev trying 
to seO jars of coffee to 
people waiting at a bus 
stop. Such sidewalk 
enterprise is common in 
a nation still largely 
mired in its past. 
Ukrainians, especially in 
the western regions, look 
forward to joining with 
Europe, but the economy 
is hobbled by resistance 
to capitalist reforms. 

The formerly thriving 
weapons industry is 
mostly idle now and 
looks to the West to help 
convert factories to 
make consumer goods. 
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Ukraine has done some things right. Its central 
bank handled the economic slide last frill far 
more deftly than Russia did, with the result that 
its banking system has survived largely intact 
and its creditors are mostly satisfied. The gov- 
ernment is moving to reduce taxes, a big barrier 
to foreign investment. 

After threatening to halve its aid because of 
Ukraine’s lack of progress toward economic 
reform, the United States said Friday that it was 
releasing $195 million in assistance this year, in 
part because the business climate has im- 
proved. 

The country also boasts something no other 
former Soviet state has — a second president 
who was freely elected If it is poor, Ukraine is 
also stable, democratic and — for the moment, at 
least — insistent on remaining sovereign. 

Ukraine’s problems cannot be ignored. -Its 
western neighbors — Poland. Hungary and other 
former Soviet satellites — see it as the main 
buffer between them and an increasingly 
wobbly, untrustworthy Russia. 

Potentially, it is a formidable ally or rival: 
Ukraine is far larger in area than Poland and 
Hungary combined, its military is nearly as big as 
theirs and with 50 million people, it is just as 
populous. 

Bat the superlatives end at economics. The 
average Ukrainian earns $40 a month. A com- 
parable Hungarian makes eight times that. 

Foreign investors have put $2.7 billion into 
Ukraine during eight years of independence. In 
Poland, they invested three times that last year 
alone. In dollar terms, the average Pole produced 
four times as much as an average Ukrainian last 
year. 

Poland. Hungary and the nearby Czech Re- 
public are joining NATO in March and, almost 
certainly, down the road, the European Union. 

Ukraine is not even on the waiting lists. 

"To adapt our military system to NATO re- 
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quirements, we'd have to spend $1.7 billion a 
year, maybe more,*' said Olexandr Razumkov, 
deputy head of Ukraine's National Security and 
Defense Council and the country's liaison to 
Russia. "You have to understand that the actual 
badget for all Ukraine isn’t more than $8 bil- 
lion/* 

As for membership in the European Union, 
"It’s not realistic for 10 or 15 years/* he said. 

How adjacent nations could take such di- 
vergent courses is as much a matter of mentality 
as <rf geography. 

Poland had centuries of independence in the 
course of its history, well before it became a 
Soviet satellite after World- War H When die 
Soviet empire crumbled, Poles knew precisely 
what they wanted next — freedom. 

Much of present Ukraine, by contrast, was part 
of the Russian Empire for centuries. At intervals, 
with c hang in g borders and foreign occupations, 
parts of western Ukraine were under Poland and 
Austria. A Trans-Carpathian sliver, Rutbenia, 
was under Czechoslovakia briefly. 

Eastern Ukraine took on a Russian character 
and, as a result of Soviet industrialization and 
coal resources, an assemblage of smoky factories 
and other plants. The western part was more 
European-oriented but agricultural and poor. 


Fresh Doubts j 
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Raised Oyer 
Nigerian Vote 

Reuters 

ABUJA, Nigeria — The Nigerian / 
president-elect, Olusegun Obasanjo, ‘ _ ) ; 
raced a fresh challenge Monday from his 
defeated rival, Ola False, who refused to*"? 
accept the result of weekend elections?* 
fhat were marred by reports of rigging. ; J 
Mr. Falae’s allegations were ,, 
strengthened by a statement by Jimm y' ^ 
Carter, the former CJ.S. president, who ; 
said that irregularities in die voting had 
been so serions that he would not be able 
to judge the outcome 
*‘Canstiin t ”'" 0,H ' 1 


litically we will fight it every inch of the 
way,” Mr. False said of the official _ 
result « 

Mr. False received 11.1 million votes ^ 
compared with 18.7 million for Mr. 
Obasanjo in the election on Saturday, a -r 
vital step toward ending 15 years of r? 
uninterrupted military role in Africa’s ?- 
most populous nation. 

Mr. Obasanjo, 61, is due to take office - 
on May 29, when the current military 
ruler. General Abdul salami Abubakar, 
has pledged to stem down. The unex- 
pected death of the ranner dictator, Gen- ... 
eral Sa ni Abacha, in June 1998 opened 
the door to Nigeria's latest attempt aw " 
democracy. W , 

"Hie stage has been set for the en- ~ 
thmnement of a genuine democratic or- V 
der in Nigeria,” said the chairman of the ... 
Independent National Electoral Com-._j 
mission. Justice Ephraim Akpata. He "■ 
proclaimed Mr. Obasanjo the winner ■ / - 
despite an attempt by Mr. Falae’s to stop " 
the announcement 1 

The election was monitored interna-. it > 
tionally, and Mr. Carter was co-leader of ' 
American observers. 

“There was a wide disparity between 
the number of voters observed at the 
polling stations and the final result that 
has been reported from several states,” 
Mr. Carter said in a' message delivered ", 
after he left Abuja. 

"Regrettably, therefore it is not pos- Z * 
sible for os to make an accurate judg- 
ment about the outcome of the pres- 
idential election.” 

The United States welcomed the elec- '.I 
tion but said that the reports of cheating 
should be investigated. V 

"It's clear that a Nigeria that is demo-^: 
era tic and protects human and civilian ‘\- 
rights can be an anchor for the new ’ ! 
Africa,’ ’ said David Leavy, a spokesman 
for the U.S. National Security Council 
"Any allegations of vote irregular- 
ities should be looked into by the ap- 
propriate authorities/' he said. 

South Africa applauded Nigeria’s re-^,. 
turn to democracy. 
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Fighting Continues 
On Eritrean Border 

Axence Frunce-Preste 

ASMARA, Eritrea — The 
Ethiopian and Eritrean armies were 
fighting Monday on the western 
Badme front of their border war, 
according to the Eritrean presiden- 
tial chief of staff, Yemane 
Ghebremeskel. 

He said Eritrean soldiers had re- 
ported inflicting heavy casualties on 
the- Ethiopian forces. 

Ethiopia claimed victory on the 
western from Sunday after Eritrea 
lost the town of Badme, which had 
been seized in May when conflict 
broke out along the disputed fron- 
tier, and accepted a peace pl3r.. 

An Organization of African Unity 
peace plan, proposed in November 
and accepted by Ethiopia, had 
stalled on a demand that Eritrea 
withdraw from Badme before a neu- 
tral demarcation of the border. 

Eritrea's acceptance of the OAU 
plan was conveyed to the United 
Nations Security Council on Sat- 
urday. 


Respected Ahroad, Nigerian Victor Faces Deep Distrust at Home 
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By Norimitsu Onisbi 

New York Times Service 


LAGOS, Nigeria — General Oluse- 
gun Obasanjo, who will soon become 
Nigeria's first elected president after 16 
years of military dictatorships, is an an- 
omaly in this country's recent history, 
and a man of apparent contradictions. 

One of eight generals who have ruled 
Nigeria since independence from Britain 
in 1960, be is famously known as the 
only one to have given up power vol- 
untarily. 

On a continent where ethnic identity 
plays a critical role in self-definition and 
has been the basis of countless conflicts, 
he is trusted by Nigeria's northern 
Hausa-Fulani, while many of his fellow 
Yoruba in the south Look at him 
askance. 

A general who himself engendered 
resentment for governing with a strong 
hand before 1979, be also gained respect 
after being jailed in 1995 as an out- 
spoken critic of the military dictatorship 
and was released from prison only eight 
months ago. 

Regarded in the rest of Africa and in 
the West as a defender of democracy, he 


is mistrusted by many Nigerians for his 
military past and his links to powerful 
fellow retired generals who are believed 
to have bankrolled Ms road to the pres- 
idency. 

Those contradictions might prove to 
be both strengths and weaknesses over 
the next four years of his presidency. At 
61 . he is ai once free of the rigid molds 
that have divided Africa's most pop- 
ulous nation and lacking in the bedrock 
ethnic support that has been the foun- 
dation of most politicians in the region. 

Having presented himself during the 
weeklong election campaign as a safe 
bridge between the present military gov- 
ernment and a future civilian admin- 
istration. General Obasanjo will assume 
the presidency in an elaborate ceremony 
on May 29. 

After the end of his first presidency, in 
19 79, General Obasanjo established a 
farm about 35 miles north of here, where 
he raised pigs and cultivated bananas. 
He also cultivated the reputation of an 
elder statesman, even as he has kept his 
image as a short-tempered, gruff soldier. 
In a “Who’s Who in Nigeria,” he listed 
his hobbies as "farming, table tennis, 
snooker, squash.” 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


Lufthansa Adds Flights in Asia 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — The German air carrier Lufthansa 
said Monday it would increase capacity on some of its Asia- 
Pacific services through additional flights and code-sharing 
agreements with other airlines. The increased capacity will be 
in effect from March 28 to OcL 30 as part of the airline's 
sdmmer schedule. 

Each week Lufthansa will have 10 flights between Tokyo 
and Frankfurt, three between Nagoya, Japan, and Frankfurt, 
and five between Shanghai and Frankfurt. An expanded code- 
sharing arrangement with Thai Airways will provide daily 
services via Bangkok between Frankfurt ana Sydney. A 
similar arrangement with New Zealand will increase services 
between Frankfurt and Los Angeles to and from Auckland. 

Trains Roll Again in Austrian Alps 

INNSBRUCK, Austria (AFP) — The rail company OBB 
reopened the main east-west route crossing the Austrian Alps 
on Monday after avalanche risks closed it for nine days. 

Avalanches claimed 38 lives last week in a Tyrolean valley 
and an airlift evacuated more than 10,000 tourists from the area. 
The risk of avalanches fell slightly Monday, to between two and 
three degrees on a five-degree scale, weather experts said. 

Dozens of South African tourists were stranded Mon- 
day in the coastal town of Vilanculos. Mozambique, awaiting 
an airlift after floods destroyed roads, officials said. Local 
authorities said some tourisis sold their vehicles or boats to 
pay for chartered plane rides out of Vilanculos. which is 
opposite the popular Bazarato archipelago. 
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During an appearance on national 
television last week, he scored points 
with the audience by alluding to a tra- 
ditional, earthy Nigerian stew made with 
ground melon seeds. It was a successful, 
if sincere, version of President Bush’s 
political use of pork rinds. 

General Obasanjo was bom in Abeok- 
uta, about 60 mites north of here in the 
heart of Yorubaland, on March 5, 1937. 
In die same city, within a year of his 
birth, were bom two other future Yoruba 
giants, Moshood K.O. Abiola, the op- 
position leader and presumed winner of 
the 1993 presidential elections, and Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti, the creator of Afro-beat 
music and social critic. The Yoruba are 
one of Nigeria's three main ethnic 
groups, along with the Hausa-Fulani and 
thelbo. 

A Christian, he attended Baptist 
Boys’ High School, along with Mr. 
Abiola. He worked as a teacher for a year 
before joining the army in 1958. After 
training in Britain and India, he rose 
quickly within the ranks. Dining the 
Biafran civil war, when the Ibo tried to 
secede, he was put in charge of a com- 
mando unit that obtained tee surrender 
of a rebel leader, effectively ending the 
fighting in 1970. 

In 1975, after the longtime military 
ruler indefinitely postponed a promised 
return to civilian rale, General Murtala 
Mohammed staged a coup and began a 
program to hand over power to civilians 


in 1979. Bat after General Mohammed 
was assassinated in a failed coup. Gen- 
eral Obasanjo. his deputy, was named 
president 

Domestically, General Obasanjo 
stuck to tee program of transition. 

And in foreign policy, it was under 
him that Nigeria, emboldened by tee 
gush of oil money, began flexing its 
muscles. In international diplomatic 
circles, Nigeria became the leading Af- 

South Africa, Namibia and tinfformer 
Southern Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe. If 
also became tee center of liberation 
movements whose leaders operated out 
of Lagos. 

After President Jimmy Carter came to 
office in tee United States, tee two lead- 
ers established a relationship that has 
lasted until today. General Obasanjo vis- 
ited Washington in October 1977. Haifa 
year later, Nigeria welcomed Mr. Carter, 
who became tee first U.S. president to 
pay a state visit to a sub-Saharan coun- 
try. 

General Obasanjo earned lasting es- 
teem when elections were held in 1979 
as planned, and he stepped down for the 
Chilian president, Sheba Shagazi 

But to many of his fellow Yoruba, it 
was the biggest of many perceived acts 
of betrayal /The elections had been close 
and General Obasanjo had called teem in 
favor of Mr. Shagari, a northerner, over 
an opponent who was a Yoruba. 


In Lagos and the rest of Yorubaland, - 
General Obasanjo is also remembered 
for a bloody crackdown on students _ 
protesting tuition hikes. Soldiers also 
continued to use brutal tactics. 

To this day, many Yoruba have notj. 
forgiven General Obasanjo for the 1979fc 
elections and his ties to the north. “He's^ 
Yoruba, but he has deceived us,” said , 
Afosa Oladunni, a 37-year-old civil ser- r |t 
vant, as she voted on Saturday. 

By contrast. General Obasanjo earned 
northerners’ enduring trust by relin-'/ 
quishingpowear tooneof theirown. And 
he used the respecthe had earned outside '7 
Nigeria to caxry out diplomatic missions ' 
for the United Nations and the British Z 
Commonwealth across Africa. A decade "* 
ago, he was considered for the position. ym 
of United Nations Secretary General. 

Mr. Carter, who led a delegation of ., 
American election monitors, said Mon-.' 
day as tee general’s victory became Z 
clean “I don T t think there is an African‘s 
leader, with the possible exception of,. : 
Nelson Mandela, who is better known or 71 
respected by a multiplicity of interna- .“ n 
tional organizations as General Obas- 
anjo is." , l( 

But Mr. Carter said that it would be/' 
crucial for General Obasanjo — who 'l 
will now govern the country as an elect-4f? 
ed president and not as a military ruler — 
to overcome tee distrust of the sooth. "I-, 
think it will be a handicap for him,** Mr. 7* 
Carter said. 
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Cloudy and damp with rain 
In iha Easl Wednesday. 
but enow and Hurries In Bis 
eastern Gnat Lakes region 
and the OWo Valley. Heavy 
rain is In Stora for New 
England and eastern 
Canada Thursday and Fri- 
day, but heavy snow Is 
likely ham New York and 
Vermont into central 
Ontario. 


Europe 

TumInQ eoUet In England: 
a strong storm will bring 
high winds, rain and snow 
to the British (ales 
Wednesday id Friday: 
even London will have 
snow showers. Heavy rain 
Is Italy In northern Spain, 
white the Alps of northern 
Italy wfll have heavy snow 
Thursday and Friday. 


Asia 

Dry and mild In Beijing 
Wednesday, but showers 
are Steely Thursday. Soak- 
Ing rain wiH spread to the 
northeast from Sichuan 
Proyte ca pward Shanghai 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
Seasonably mBd end dry in 
Seoul and Tokyo, but 
heavy rain Is likely over 
western and northern 
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Humbled Republicans Now Talk of Working With Clinton 

. i i:i wrwV with Colleague! 


POLITICAL 


ByGny Gugliotta 

and Eric Planin 

Washington Past Service . 
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WASHINGTON — Chastened by 
. ^ectxnal reverses and plunging popular- 
congressional Republicans are' 
jaictring out to doe Clinton ariminis- 
nation fo find compromise solutions to 


4 of , 
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at foe height of die impeachment 



to remove Mr. Clinton 

fiom office, Republican lawmakers are 
ATpreg^ng optimism feat they can find 
gonnndn cause with the White House on 
issues such as Social Security, taxes and 
uftfionalr defense. And in a striking de- 
parture from die recent past, many rank- 


and-file Republicans appear to be 
abandoning ideological confrontation in 
favor of a new pragmatism. 

“A lot. of Republicans have been 
changed by being slapped in the face a 
couple of times,” said Representative 
Wayne G3chrest, Republican of Mary- 
land. “We’re a fairly solid force now, 
and die pure ideologues are fewer in 
number. 

The new mood became clear last week 
in -interviews with about three dozen 
House and Senate Republicans, who got 
back to work after Mr. Clinton’s im- 
peachment trial. Many of those inter- 
viewed said they were encouraged by 

what thev Raw as the rrresident’s will- 


signaling conditional support for the Re- 
publicans’ long-sought anti-ballisbc 
missile defense system — despite op- 
position from many Democrats. 

At the same time, a strong streak or 
self-preservation was at worL In a post- 
impeachment world, with small major- 
ities and a battle for control of Congress 
looming in 2000, many Republicans 
have taken a cold look at their options 
and decided that to survive and prosper 
they must achieve legislative results. 
That requires them to abandon inflam- 
matory rhetoric. 

* ‘We need to find places where we can 

agree with the president,'” said Rep- 
resentative Mark Edward Souder, Re- 


what they saw as the president’s will- - - 

ingness to meet them midway, putting a publican of Jafoaoa ?5L 
SadaTsecurity plan on the table and firebrand in the past The American 


people look az us like we were Bosnia, 
and they're sick of die fi g h t ing .” 

Many Republicans say Mr. Clinton 
nee ds than as mnch as they need him. 
“There’s a common interest between 
Republicans and the administration to 
get some things done, but the Democrats 
may not share it,” said Rqjresentative. 
W. J. Taozm, Republican of Louisiana. 
“We're in far a window of opportunity, 
but as we get closer to the election cycle, 
the window doses.” 

Other obstacles loom. Many hard- 
core conservatives worry that the Re- 
publican Party may aid up abandoning 
the legislative field to the Democrats and 
in the process lose die House and per- 
haps the Senate because of a failure to 
wiatfp. clear their doctrinal differences. 
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Register a Party Victory 


By Thomas B. Edsall 

Washington Post Service 
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SACRAMENTO, California — Con- 
servative Republicans have crushed an 
Attempt by moderates to take over lead- 
ership of the party in California, electing 
a cnanman who believes * ‘kiUmg babies 
is the issue of the century” and would 
w ithho ld party money from Republican . 
oominees who do not repose so-called 
Mitral-birth abortion. 

The vote Sunday in favor of John 
McGraw, a Silicon Valley executive, 
was a major victory for the religious 
right and the conservative activists who 
have dominated the Republican Party in 
recent decades. Party, leaders acknowl- 
edge that voters in California more 
solidly favor abortion rights than those 
in other states. 

In a brief victory speech, Mr. McGraw 
said he was a man “of strong convic- 
tions.” but he promised a “tolerant” 
adminis tration with the “door always 
open.” 

The California Republican Party is 
“seen as made up of really harsh con-; 
servatives, anti-minority, too conserva- 
tive, pro-life, etcetera, and it just doesn’t 
sell in this state,” said a Republican 
Sllster, Dick Dresner, before delegates 
Voted 718 to 457 for Mr. McGraw over 
Nicholas Bavarro, who heads the party 
in Stanislaus Comity. .. 

“If they continue to get caught up m 
(he abortion issue, it will continue to 
main* the party’s role irrelevant, Mr. 
Dresner said. , 

In the 1970s and 1980s, the California 
Republican Party dominated state and 
presidential elections by taking on the 


issues of affirmativ e action, immigration 
and taxes. . . • 

Now the party faces a crisis: The 
demands of the white majority have 
largely been met through passag e of 
referenda against high taxes, affirmative 
action ™d immig ration. As the salience 
of those issues lias declined, abortion 
and gay rights, which the party’s con- 
servative wing strongly oppose, have 
taken center stage. Many voters, 
however, do not share the views of that 
conservative wing and have cast ballots 
for Democrats in protest 

In addition to making right-leaning 
voters complacent, the success of the 
conservative initiatives has helped to 
mobilize such Democratic constituen- 
cies as Hispanic* and single, working 
women. . . 

At the state convention axis weekend. 
Senator Bob Smith, Republican of New 
— ' hire, who is seeking the party s 
-mrial nomination, elicited cheers 
the conservative majority but sir 
lence from moderates with a ringing 
endorsement of Mr. McGraw. 

“John McGraw was absolutely 
right,” Mr. Smith said. “ Killin g chil- 
dren is feecentral issue facing our nation 

today. Ifwffare not willing to stand up 
for the rights of unborn children, maybe 

die Republican Party deserves to fell into 

the ashcan of history.” 

Mr. Smith and such intensely con- 
servative presidential aspirants as Alan 
Keyes ana Gary Bauer, die former head 
of the Family Research Council, re- 
ceived overwhelmingly more applause 
than a centrist senator, John McCain, 
Republican of Arizona. 

“Right now, California Republicans 



“We will work with colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, but the core will be 

our agenda,” said Representative David 
McIntosh, Republican of Indiana and 

leader of a group of House conservatives 

who call themselves the Conservative 

Action Team. _ „ . . 

“The critical thine is not to fall into 
the trap of saying, ‘We have to get 
fi frmetbmg done, so let’s pick out some 
Democratic bills like raising the min- 
imum wage or campaign finance re- 
form.’ ” 

Republ icans also appear, at times, 
profoundly ambivalent about working 
with Mr. Clinton. 

Just after the president's impeach- 
ment, the Senate majority leader, Trent 
Lott, Republican of Mississippi, said he 
would have trouble misting Mr. Clinton 
and suggested that the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal might be “only a chapter in our 
national ni ght mare.” But he later said, 
“We’re going to work together in the 
Congress pud with the administration to 
do whai die American people expect of 
ns.” 

Nowhere is rhia doable take more 
apparent than in the emerging debate 
over Social Security. 

On the surface. Republicans have 
criticism on Mr. Clinton s pro- 
posals, focusing on their vagueness and 
his plan to invest part of the Social 
Security funds in the stock market. 

But scratch the surface and it is ap- 
parent that many Republicans regard 
Mr. Clinton’s willingness to counten- 
ance the private investment of retire- 
ment funds as a 'courageous break with 
what they view as the demagogic past 
when die Republican Party was 
routinely pilloried for threatening to 
“touch” Social Security. 

Mr Gilchrest called Mr. Clinton s 
State of the Union speech that took up 
the topic “breaking the crystal chan- 
delier,” Senator Robert Barnett, Re- 
publican of Utah, praised Mr. Clinton for 
speaking “the right words,” and Rep- 
resentative Phil English, Republican of 
Pennsylvania, saw a * * once-in-a-d ecade 
. — for meaningful structural 
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PROTEST OVER ISRAEL IN NEW YORK - 
Jews demonstrating against recent judicial decisions in Israel that, 
thev sav reduce their influence over secular life in the Jewish state. 
The dtamte has mushroomed into a major political debate in Israel. 


“The fact the president has put Social 
Security reform on the table took some 
courage,” added a conservative senator, 
Richard Shelby, Republican of 
Alabama. “His proposal is not the an- 
swer at all, but the proposal is die be- 
ginning of a dialogue on a high level that 
we never had before.” 



Clinton’ 


budget surpluses 



ecunry. , . . 

The president also proposed investing 
a small part of die program’s trust fond 
in stocks and providing seed money for 
taxpayers to open their own retirement 
accounts. 


Special Counsels: 
Time to Pull Plug? 

WASHINGTON — The Repub- 
lican chairman of a key Senate com- 
mittee, Fred Thompson of Tennes- 
see and the Senate minority leader, 
Thomas Daschle of South Dakota* 
have predicted that Congress will 
refuse to reauthorize the independ- 
ent counsel law later this year and 
said that future allegations ot 
wrongdoing by high government 
officials should be investigated by 
the Justice Department 

Mr. Thompson, who beads the 
Senate Governmental Affairs Com- 
mittee, which is conducting hearings 
on the future of the law, said Sunday 
that the office of independent coun- 
sel had been created in an attempt to 
bring both independence and ac- 
countability to investigations of gov- 
ernment officials. “And we ve 
about concluded you can’t have bom 
at the same time,” he said. 

Mr. Daschle echoed that senti- 
ment, saying. “I don’t think it’s fix- 
able to anyone’s satisfaction. He 
added: “I think die time has come 
for us to close the books and tty to 
find another way within the Justice 
Department itself to handle foese 
responsibilities. I think we can.” 

The independent counsel law was 
enacted after the Watergate scandal 
of the 1970s, during which Pres- 
ident Richard Nixon ordered the 
firing of Archibald Cox, the first 
Justice Department special counsel 
to investigate the matter. But a pub- 
lic uproar forced the appointment of 
a second Watergate special counsel, 
Leon Jaworsld, who successfully 
prosecuted several Nixon aides and 
associates. 

Mr. Thompson said that since the 
independent counsel law had been 
enacted in an attempt to insulate 
high-profile investigations from 
political pressure, "It’s the lack of 
accountability” that had become 
the main problem. (WP ) 

Quote/Unquote 

Governor Gray Davis of Califor- 
nia as he named President Bill Clin- 
ton an honorary citizen of the state 
on his 43d trip there since winning 
the White House: * ‘He, as you know, 
is a son of Arkansas, but he has been 

here so often during the last six years 

that I am making him an honorary 
citizen of California. We’ll free him 
from the burden of our high tax rate, 
but he’ll have all the rights and priv- 
ileges of citizenship." (LAT) 
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By Barbara Vobejda 

Washington Post Service . . 
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WASHINGTON — A com 
srve, multiyear shirty . concfod— — 
imihers who work outside the home are 
■ Jf harming their children.^ 

The research, published in the March 
issue of Developmental Psychology 
magazine, assessed the behavior, aca- 
demic achievement and psya^opaj 
health of more than 6,000 children and 
found no permanent negative effects 
from their mothers’ ab^oce. In some 
cases, the study found, chilrkra maybe 
helped by the added income from their 

*e M pr.£~ 
res^b^idactedby Elisabeth H^vey, 



“that if the quality of parenting at home 
is good, having a working mother 
doesn’t hurt child r e n - It doeso t seem to 

be the case feat a parent has to be with a 

child all day long for that chad to de- 
velop successfully-” . .. ^ 

The study is being released at a time or 

intense political and social debate about 

the effect; of working mothers, long 
hours of day care and fast-paced family 

Bfc on a generation of children. 

A majority of mothers in the United 
States — 70 percent — work outside the 
home, including the mothers of 10 mil- 
lion children under the age of 5. That 
creates a ready audience for a cade mic 
research on whether such children are 
suffering intellectually or emotionally 
because their mothers are not at home. 
Ms. Harvey set out to examine the 


gnchns ellS. 

have indiCttvw. *— o — 
family life, including them — 
and maturity of parents, ur 
important in determining 
farcthan the question whether then 

mothers are ernployed^ elsewhere^ 

“A number of studies ae now sug- 
gesting.” said Andrew Chedm, a so-, 
at Johns Hoplrins Umvereny, 


longterm effects 


merit in the first three years of a child s 
life. She analyzed data collected m the 
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, 

looked specifically at information about 
children who had been polled every two 
years from 1986 to 1994. 

Ms. Harvey looked at several vari- 


ables, including bow soon a mote re- 
turned to work after having her child and 
how many hours she worked weekly. 
Assessments of children’s behavior, in- 
tellectual development, self-esteem and 
academic achievement were based on 
standardized tests and, in some cases, 
reports from parents. 

On one measure — children s com- 
pliance and temperament — Ms. Harvey 
found that 3- and 4-year-olds whose 
mothers stayed at home longer after birth 
were slightly more compliant But the 
differences between the two groups 
were slight and had disappeared by the 
tune the children reached 5 and 6. 

In addition, children whose mothers 
worked more hours, scored slightly 
lower initially on academic-achieve- 
ment and vocabulary tests. But those 
differences disappeared by the time the 
children turned 7. 

The stucty also found that children 
were not affected by having theirfaihers 
work in tire early years of their lives. 

Ultimately, Ms. Harvey wrote, * no 
consistent evidence of substantial ef- 


CODSImCUL crmwiww w* — 

fects of early parental employment on 
children's later development was 


found. 
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High Court Upholds Hughes on Satellite Patent 

in 1044 to tiav Hughes about $112 When Mr. Cullins l and Ms. mmliWino 
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meat in 1994 to pay Hughes about $112 
mfllion, and a federal appeals court up- 
held the award. 

In another case, the Supreme Court 
left intact the cross-burning 
and prison sentences of three North Car- 
olina men who tried to intimidate their 
neighbors, an interracial couple. 

The court, without comment, tamed 
aw«v arguments that a federal anti-arson 
law wrongly was used to add ^ve jraas 
to each man’s prison tenn, ^d that the 

.convictions violated their free-speech 

rights. A federal 

KiDE lived inniral Haywood, North On- 
olint across the 

Collins, who is black, and Hazel Sutton, 

who is white. .. . 

Unhappy about a mixed-race couple 
in tbenSghbarhood, *ettoe roendfr 



• Despite Improved air quality m the 

Los Angeles Basin, residents still are 
Hjeaihing unusually dangerous levels of 
cancer-causing pollaaains, according to 
a congressional study, released Mon- 
day. . ... { > 


wnen ivu. v.uiuus ouu 
turned home, they saw smoldering 
crosses on their lawn and heard racial 
slurs yelled by tire three men. 

Mr. King and the Smiths woe to- 
dieted in 1996 and charged with con- 
spiring to violate their neighbors civil 
fights, intimidation and use of fire dur- 
ing a felony. 

Their conviction on the last charge 
added five years to each man’s sentence. 
In all, Mr. King was sentenced to six 
years in raison; Alfred Smith to six years 
and nine months, and Eugene Smith to 
15 years. 

In a thifo case, foe Court agreed to use 

a clean-water dispute from South Car- 
olina to clarity bow for private citizens 

could pursue lawsuits against polluters. 

The court’s eventual decision, expec- 
ted next year, is likely to carry great 
practical importance for environmental- 
ists and foe companies they sue over 
violations of foe federal Clean Water 
Act. 

Three groups — Friends of foe Earth, 
Citizens Local Environmental Action 
Network and foe Sierra Club — sued 
Laidlaw Environmental Services in 
1992 over its operation of a hazardous 
Sena* in Roebnck, South 
Carolina, that discharged wastewater nir 
to North Tyger River. 

The facility was closed m lws. 

By the time a federal trial judge ruled 
on foe lawsuit in 1997, Laidlaw was 
found to have come mto compliance 
Uh the Clean Water Acl So foe judge 
ruled that foe. environmental groups 
were not entitled to injunctive relief. 
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Israel -Lebanon Border 
as Armies Wait 


Quiet 


Netanyahu Promises to Continue Reprisals 
But Hezbollah Refrains From New Attacks 


By Deborah Sontag 

Nr* Yori; Times Service 


JERUSALEM — The morning after 
an Israeli bombardment of guerrilla tar- 
gets in Lebanon, the northernmost res- 
idents of Israel awoke Monday unsure 
whether the conflict would intensify or 
fade away. 

The escalation never came. Every- 
thing remained quiet on the northern 
front of Israel, where tens of thousands 
of Israelis accept the conflict in South 
Lebanon as a fact of life. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu's cabinet decided not to act unless 
the Hezbollah, or Party of God, guer- 
rillas attacked first. By evening, the Ira- 
nian-backed Shiite Muslim guerrillas 
had fired no rockets and ambushed no 
soldiers, and Israel's northern residents 
were permitted to emerge from under- 
ground after 24 hours. 

Under international pressure to ex- 
ercise restraint, Mr. Netanyahu ordered 
no fresh attacks, and no unusual military 
buildup was visible on the border. The 
prime minister did, however, promise 
future strikes, although they did not 
seem to be imminent. 

"We will continue the battle against 
Hezbollah because they continue the 
battle against us." Mr. Netanyahu said. 
“I'm not going to get into operational 
steps, but we have our planes well laid 
out and our targets well chosen." 

In Israel on Monday, three of the four 
victims of the bombing Sunday that 
triggered the raids were buried. A fu- 
neral for the fourth. Brigadier General 
Erez Gerstein, will be held on Tuesday. 
General Gerstein, who headed the 
army's liaison unit with the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanese Army, was the 
highest-level officer to die in the South 
Lebanon conflict in 17 years. 

In retaliation for a week of guerrilla 
attacks that left seven Israelis dead and 
for the firing of Katyusha rockets on 
northern settlements, Israel unleashed 
one of its sharpest military offensives 
since 1996 on Sunday nighL Its war- 
lanes traveled deep into Lebanon to 
mb guerrilla strongholds. 

The army chief of staff, Shaul Mofaz, 
almost seemed to be declaring an invasion 
of Lebanon when he said on Sunday night 
that Israel was prepared, if necessary, to 
continue assaults “on the ground, in the 
air and from the sea.” But he was using a 
military cliche to assert that the army 


& 


would be as aggressive as required. 

The army Monday released Gulf War- 
style footage of the bombings to Israeli 
television, showing buildings exploding 
in the crosshairs of the plane's scope. 

In Beirut, a Hezbollah spokesman. 
Ibrahim Moussawi. said the Israeli 
Army had conducted about 12 raids. He 
said the eastern part of the Bekaa Valley 
city of Baalbek, which contains Hezbol- 
lah headquarters, was "physically dam- 
aged, but that there were no casualties.” 
Hezbollah's construction company. Ji- 
had aJ Binaa, was expected to move in 
quickly to repair the damage, as it usu- 
ally does in order to keep civilian morale 
from dropping. 

The Israeli Army also bombed the 
underground bunkers of a radical Pal- 
estinian group in Naame, a city just 
south of Beirut. But Mr. Moussawi said 
it had been empty for some time. 

"They always do this one," Mr. 
Moussawi said, referring to previous 
bombings of the same bunkers. 

Timur Goeksl. the senior adviser for 
United Nations forces in Lebanon, said 
there was only one raid in the southern 
zone, calling it "nothing out of the or- 
dinary" and “nothing special.” 

On Sunday night, on the Hezbollah 
cable television station in Beirut, the 
guerrilla group sought to capitalize on its 
military successes! A roadside bomb 
early Sunday had killed four Israelis, 
including the general and a journalist 

After a Hezbollah anchorwoman, 
wrapped in a Muslim headscarf, report- 
ed the raids on the Israelis, advertise- 
ments sought fresh recruits - anyone, of 
any religion, they said, who wanted to 
join "the resistance.” 

With rockets, bombs, grenades and 
machine guns, Hezbollah is waging a 
low-level war to push Israel out of South 
Lebanon, where it has maintained a 9- 
mile-deep () 4. 5 -kilometer) buffer zone 
since 1985 to protect its northern set- 
tlements. 

In the last week. Hezbollah has moun- 
ted a media offensive, of sorts. Last 
week, machine gun-toting guerrillas 
took several dozen journalists on a tour 
of the front line in southern Lebanon. 
They traveled by jitney, albeit with 
blacked-out windows, sampled Turkish 
coffee and croissants and watched a 
video of Hezbollah’s self-described 
"greatest hits." including grainy foot- 
age of bomb plantings and searches 
through rubble for body parts. 
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The border between Israel and Lebanon, seen from the Israeli side, the day after the Israeli general was killed. 


CONCORDE: Airliner , at 30, Looks Like a One-Shot Wonder 


Continued from Page 2 


donated to the air and space museum at 
Le BourgeL 

Concorde 002. which was assembled 
by the British Aircraft Corporation Ltd. - 
— the predecessor of British Aerospace 
PLC — at Filton, near Bristol, England, 
made its First flight on April 9, 1969. 

Deliveries were to have begun in 
1973, and that was the rub. For that was 
the year of the great oil crisis, and the 
airlines that had placed orders for at least 
74 Concordes realized that the gas-guzz- 
ling plane no longer made economic 
sense. 

One by one the 16 customers canceled 
their orders, leaving the British and 
French taxpayers to pick up the then S3 -5 
billion development costs. 

The two airframe manufacturers and 
the engine makers — Rolls Royce Ltd. 
of Britain and SNECMA tSociete Na- 
tional d’Enide et de Construction de 
Moteurs d' Aviation) — estimated they 
needed to sell 300 Concordes to recoup 
the investment, but in the end they pro- 
duced only 20 planes, of which 1 3 are in 
regular commercial service. 

Even Air France and British Airways, 
then also state-owned, did not want to 
take Concorde, although the govern- 
ments agreed to write off the entire de- 
velopment costs. The plane had become 


what a British parliamentary committee 
described as "a modem Frankenstein's 
Monster.” uneconomic to operate, and 
beset by political opposition over noise 
pollution and possible environmental 
damage — concerns that persist today. 

Largely because of such opposition, 
Concorde did not fly commercially until 
Jan. 21, 1976 and began regular op- 
erations to New York only on Oct. 10. 
1977 

Then the price of oil came down agoi □ 
in the 1980s, and Concorde suddenly 
became a nice little earner for its op- 
erators, as well as lending them a first- 
class cachet that no rival airline could 
boast 


Encouraged by the success, Aerospa- 

fea- 


tiale and British Aerospace began 
sibility studies in 1990 on a larger-ca- 
pacity successor to the 100-seat 
Concorde, with the range to cross the 
Pacific or the South Atlantic. 

Most routes over land were ruled out 
because of the thunderclap that precedes 
Concorde as it flies twice the speed of 
sound. The conclusion of the study was 
that building the aircraft would not pose 
insurmountable technological problems, 
but that there was a market for only one 
such aircraft, and that it would require a 
collaborative venture by all the world's 
aerospace manufacturers. 

But with the economic crisis in Asia. 


Russia and Brazil, any market that might 
have existed for such a luxury has now 
collapsed. And, with their onder books 
full of commands for conventional air- 
craft. but profits elusive, neither .Airbus 
□or Boeing Co., the only manufacturers 
with the resources to produce a new 
supersonic, has any plans for such a 
plane. 

If Concorde has been only half a suc- 
cess commercially, it was an important 
political as well as a technological step 
in the creation of a European commer- 
cial aircraft capacity big enough to chal- 
lenge the Lfnited States. The 1962 agree- 
ment to develop Concorde between 
France and Britain was a forerunner of 
the four-nation agreement to create the 
Airbus consortium. And many of the 
technologies first tried on Concorde, in- 
cluding the development of lightweight 
and heat-resistant materials, aerody- 
namic surfaces and powerful engines, 
live on in the present generation of Air- 
bus passenger jets. 


BUSH: Conservative and Moderate Republicans Join in Rally for Texas Governor 
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lions of the immense popularity of Gov- 
ernor Bush. While seven presidential 
contenders traveled to California to 
make their case to hundreds of partisans. 
Mr. Bush kept to his past practice and 
stayed in Austin. Texas. 

Even so. in dozens of random in- 
terviews, rank-and-file delegates, polit- 
ical professionals and state legislators 
said they intended to back Mr. Bush. 
Though many said they had never heard 
him speak in person, they spoke as if Mr. 
Bush's nomination was inevitable. 

The frenzy has left Mr. Bush's rivals 
stunned, envious and, in some cases, 
deeply dispirited and feeling shut out of 
the competition a year before the actual 
voting begins. It has transformed the 
presidential nomination battle into a 
contest not of who is the best candidate 


but who would be the best second 
choice. 

Former Vice President Dan Quayle 
found himself being quizzed on national 
television about what he had to offer that 
Mr. Bush did not. Privately, advisers to 
some candidates said their best hope was 
that Mr. Bush would succumb to an as- 
yet-uaknown scandaL 

Former Governor Lamar Alexander 
of Tennessee has been trudging through 
Iowa and New Hampshire seeking the 
nomination for years but has only been 
endorsed by two governors. 

Mr. Alexander contrasted his expe- 
rience with that of Mr. Bush, whom he 
described as “off to a promising be- 
ginning " 


Steve Forbes, the publishing magnate 
for the second time. 


who is also running 
likened the commotion over Mr. Bush to 
the case of General Colin Powell, former 


chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who ultimately decided not to seek the 
Republican nomination in 1996. 

' ‘Part of it is being able to project onto 
somebody anything you want," Mr. 
Forbes said in an interview. 

"You saw it with the Powell phe- 
nomenon, you saw it back in ’72 with 
Muskie before he hit the campaign 
trail.” Mr. Forbes said, referring to 
former Senator Edmund Muskie. 

Short-lived or not, many Republican 
politicians said they had never seen such 
early rallying, and that it was all the more 
stunning because Mr. Bush was not an 
heir apparent like a vice president. 

Asked why they were so enthusiastic, 
most Republicans cited pragmatic con- 
cerns, namely polls showing that Mr. 
Bush, overwhelmingly, is the early fa- 
vorite for the nomination and could beat 
Vice President AJ Gore in a general 


election. These 


jrters say they are 
ie White House that 
they concede that they do not know, and 
do not particularly care about, too many 
details of Mr. Bush's stewardship. 

Ms. Boling, for instance, said she did 
not know the extent of Mr. Bush's op- 
position to abortion, but was confident 
that "at least be has not taken a position 
that's so offensive that it's unaccept- 
able." 

Both conservatives and moderates 
seem to have convinced themselves that 
Mr. Bush shares their views. 

Bruce Thompson, a three-term Cali- 
fornia assemblyman who describes him- 
self as one of the most conservative 
legislators in the state, said, "Listen, this 
is the next Ronald Reagan — there’s no 


question in my mind. The main thing is 


guy can win. We're a party out there 
just floating around." 


Land Mine Treaty 
Starts, Minus U.S. 


Aeence France- Presse 

GENEVA — A treaty banning 
land mines, which kill or wound 
someone on average about every 20 
minutes worldwide, came mid force 
Monday, but without the backing of 
the United States and sflber leading 
producers. 

The Ottawa Treaty, signed by 
132 countries after immense pres- 
sure from humanitarian groups, has 
been ratified by 65 signatory 
states. 

The treaty, adopted at the end of 
1997 after a year of negotiations, 
forbids the use. stockpiling, pro- 
duction and transfer of anti-person- 
nel mines and calls on countries to 
destroy existing stocks. 

The mines ktil on average 26,000 
people every year. 90 percent of 
them civilians. 

The United States refused to sign 
on the grounds that it had to protect 
its soldiers in the demilitarized zone 
between North Korea and South 
Korea. Hie Demilitarized Zone has 
countless thousands of mines. 


CHINA: 

Albright Talks Tough 


Continued from Page I 


officials concerned with trying to soothe 
some of the troubled spots in the Amer- 
ican-Chinese relationship, and in par- 
ticular to find a way for China to join the 
World Trade Organization. 

The Clinton administration, seeing 
China's membership in the organization 
as a tangible accomplishment that could 
move the relationship forward, is eager 
to try and close a deal on time for the visit 
to Washington in early April of the 
Chinese prime minister. 

An administration official familiar 
with Washington's efforts to get China 
into the organization said Monday it 
appeared that Prime Minister Zhu was 
now "serious" about the talks and un- 
derstood the positive elements for China 
membership. China has been concerned 
about an immediate opening of its mar- 
kets at a time when huge state-owned 
enterprises are laying off millions of 
people and suffering huge losses. 

From the Chinese point of view, the 
main complaint during Mrs. Albright's 
talks was about the administration's pro- 
posal for a theater missile defense sys- 
tem in Asia. The Chinese government 
has said that if such a system embraced 
Taiwan, its deployment would set off a 
new arms race and deeply harm Chinese- 
American relations. 

Mrs. Albright countered, according to 
her spokesman, James Rubin, that the 
system, which is in the design stage, is 
intended to protect U.S. troops in the 
region from threats posed by ballistic 
missiles. 

She told the Chinese, Mr. Rubin said, 
tha t if they unproved relations with the 
Taiwanese and stopped the missile 
buildup along the coast facing Taiwan, 
then the enthusiasm in Washington for 
the missile defense system would prob- 
ably wane. 

A Pentagon study released recently 
portrayed a growing threat to Taiwan 
from a buildup of Chinese missiles 
across the straits from Taiwan. 



INDONESIA; Island Spirals Into Chaos 
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Mrs. Albright and Mr. Tang ending their press briefing in show of amity. 


IRAQ: U.S. Jets Attack Air-Defense Sites 


Continued from Page 1 


■ Iraq Tries to Get Oil Flowing 

Iraq could resume pumping oil in a 
few days through the pipeline to Turkey, 
an Iraqi oil executive said Monday. The 
Associated Press reported from Mosul, 
Iraq. 

Iraq was considering provisional 
measures that could get the oil Bowing 
soon at a reduced rate, the director-gen- 
eral of Iraq's Nonhem Oil Company, 
Tala! Ashur. said. 

Mr. Ashur spoke to reporters while 
conducting reporters on a tour of the 
pipeline’s communications center and 
adjoining power station that Iraq says 
U.S. aircraft attacked Sunday. One per- 
son was killed in the attack Sunday and 
two were wounded. Iraqi officials said. 

In Turkey, an official for the state 
company that operates the Turkish sec- 
tion of the pipeline confirmed Lbat the 
flow had stopped. The official, speaking 
on condition of anonymiry, said he was in 
the dark as to the cause of the storage. 


The 1,000-kiJomeier i625-mile> line 
is the only functioning pipeline in Iraq, it 
is also one of only two outlets for oil 
exports. The other is the Gulf terminal of 
Mina al Bakr. 

The strike has "practically halted the 
export of crude oil" via Turkey. Mr. 
Ashur told reporters. 

Scraps of metal and communications 
antennas littered the site. There were 
small craters in the ground, and the 
power station was blackened by fire. 

Reporters did not see any traces of 
U.S. weapons, The officials guarding the 
site did not produce any shrapnel from a 
bomb or remains of a missile. 

Asked if the communications center 
was ever used for mi Jitary purposes. Mr. 
Ashur said: "Never. You can verify this 
from the Turkish side." 

Mr. Ashur said that to completely re- 
store the communications center and 
power station, “we need four weeks" and 
foreign assistance. But he was looking at 
a number of “compromise or temporary 
solutions" to get a reduced amount of oil 
flowing “in a few davs." he said. 


times — its echo has resounded in the 
Indonesian capital. 

On Monday, the chief of the armed 
forces announced the creation of a spe- 
cial unit to respond to riots and social 
unrest. The unit, known as rhe Anti- 
Massive Riot Troops, will be sent to 
wherever violence erupts in the country, 
from Medan, in northern Sumatra, to 
East Timor and Irian Jaya. "We have to 
handle this problem," said the armed 
forces chief. General Wiranto, at a cer- 
emony in Jakarta to commission the unit. 
"If not, it could create disintegration and 
instability on the nation." 

Despite General Winmto's tough 
w ords, some analysts said the creation of 
a special unit to handle unrest might 
reflect a recognition on the part of the 
army that it has mishandled previous 
demonstrations. In November, Indone- 
sian troops opened fire on a student 
protest in Jakarta, killing 16 people. 

About 200 students demonstrated 
Monday in Jakarta, calling on the gov- 
ernment to accelerate its investigation of 
former President Suharto. But the rally 
was peaceful and the students traveled to 
the second demonstration on a bus be- 
decked with banners, as riot police 
watched casually. 

Although the students have resumed 
almost daily demonstrations against 
both Mr. Suharto and the current pres- 
ident. B.J. Habibie. Jakarta no longer 
feels like a city on the edge of calamitous 
disorder. But with the Indonesian econ- 
omy still in a tailspin and the country in 
a political fever as the June elections 
approach, people in the capital warn that 
even the most routine demonstration 
could spiral out of control. 

As the riots of tost May demonstrated, 
social unrest can also skip from one pan 
of Indonesia to another. Officials in 
Jakarta are watching the mounting un- 
rest in Ambon carefully to make sure it 
does not spread elsewhere. 

On Sunday, one of Indonesia's lead- 
ing opposition leaders, Megawati Su- 
karnoputri, offered to lead a delegation 


to Ambon to try to restore peace there. 

Even if the violence remains local- 
ized, some analysts say they fear that it is 
sending a bad message about Indonesia 
at a time when foreign companies and 
investors have just began to venture 
back into this strife- tom country. 

"It’s just a reminder to everyone that 
there are a lot of potential problems in 
this country," said James Castle, head of 
the Castle Group, a consulting firm in 
Jakarta. "We have to be aware that 
we’re in a very delicate situation.” 

Political leaders seem acutely aware of 
the problem. On Saturday, the govern- 
ment was supposed to announce the clos- 
ing of as many as 40 banks, which would 
have resulted in the layoffs of at least 
20,000 people. But at the last minute, the 
government delayed the announcement 
for two weeks. Officials said they needed 
more time to decide which banks to close. 
But analysts said the prospect of thou- 
sands of newly jobless people hitting the 
streets had played a part in the decision to 
put off the announcement 


TYCOON: 

A Decline in Esteem 


Continued from Page 1 


Hong Kong 
and s 


residents on economic, 
political and social issues. ^ 

Manv tycoons are increasingly 
cemed about the risks of too much de£ 
raocracy, and they are not shy abpu^ 
raising their voices. The most starthng 
sign of their discomfort came before^ 
Christmas. Then, in an uncharacteristic, 
outburst, the most powerful of the sj?, 
coons, Li Ka-shing. said he had aba^ 
doned plans to invest $1.3 billion in agj 
unspecified business project because ix^ 
the current political environment in 
Hong Kong the sanctity of contract lawj 
is under threat. : ^ 

Mr. Li’s swipe at contract law. rnang, 
observers believe, may have grown oujty 
of criticism he has received from prg^ 
democracy legislators over his cotn^ 
pany's decision to sue homeowners who 
have defaulted on purchase contracts ^ 
some of his housing developments. Mr. 
Li probably had several targets in raiq^ 
when he made what was widely seen as${ 
calculated statement, the analysts say. 

“Prior ro June 1989 there was a lot 
more deference to the various commu- 
nity leaders," Mr. Degolyer said. While 3 
the Tiananmen Square massacre th|J 
year brought more than a million peopiq. 
onto the streets of Hong Kong in protest, 
the invigorated sense of political aware- 
ness in the British colony in 1989 hat 
been growing for several years, he sai£. 

In spite of the protests of Mr. Li and 
his fellow tycoons, it is hard to dispute 
the Qotion that Hong Kong has a gov^ 
eminent that is extremely friendly ro 
business. First, the authorities removed - 
all public land from the market last year 
when prices were falling. Then, before- 
they restored land sales to belp de- 
velopers boost their land holdings, they 
carried out an unprecedented $ 15 billiofii 
intervention in the stock market in Au^i 
gust in an effort to prop up real estate: 
prices. “1 

Even though Hong Kong was sinking? 
into its worst recession in a generation 
and apartment prices were still among ( 
the highest in the world, some of tiyft 
biggest beneficiaries of the intervention) 
were stocks in companies controlled by* 
some of the territoiy ’ s wealthiest people/ 
Shortly afterward, the government an- 
nounced cuts ro welfare payments. 

For the tycoons, this was business qs» 
usual. Since last century, when the behc 
ligerence of British opium tradeSfc 
helped to push Britain into the war thqj* 
wrested Hong Kong away from China, j, 
British companies had grown accus-’ 


tomed to pushing the governments o£| 
Britain and then Hong Kj 


Long around. 


Ofi 


Today, in one sense, it is only th^ 
names and faces that have changed. Busft* 
ness deals and government policy alitaq, 
tended to be made over glasses of port 
the opulent Hong Kong Club, although, 
many today prefer the retro-chic Shang- 
hai ambience of the China Club. n 2 
Instead o£ the "taipans" or bosses of 
the Jardine Maibeson or Swire cohglonw. 
crates exercising maximum influencftj 
the movers are now property developer^, 
such as Mr. Li and the Kwok brothers, ak[ 


well as some infloential “princelings, .> 
linent mainla 


land 


the offspring of prominent 
Chinese officials. 

Although the Hong Kong business 
elite of today faces more vocal oppqj 
si non. its members are if anything evdf. 
better connected to those in power tha5r 
the old British taipans. In the old days.ay 
British executive in Hong Kong coulft 
hope for little influence in London if tb& 
Labour Party happened to be in power, 
but Hong Kong’s tycoons today have 
excellent relations with China's long- 
ruling Communist Party. 

Behind today's good relations with! 
Beijing sits several hundred billion dot-j, 
lars, since the majority of foreign in- 
vestment in China still comes from Hong* 
Kong. Yet this relationship works the 
other way too: Unlike the rich men qjr 
Taiwan, who say publicly how cheap* 
investments are in Thailand and Malay- 


sia when compared with China, Hongjf 


Kong's tycoons have remained far 
in public to the notion that China is stilly 
profitable place to invest t 

The forum for public complaint^ 
against the tycoons is often Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council, which was frills, 
elected for the first time in 1995. Untik 
then, like the cabinet-like Executiv|| 
Council, it included representatives at, 
some of the largest business houses a&j 
well as the Hong Kong & Shanghai! 
Banking Corp., traditionally Hong, 
Kong's single most powerful institution! 

Today, there are elections that onlyfr 
partly resemble those held in democratic, 
countries. But even though Hong Kong) 
has nothing like full democracy, it has,, 
began to develop something it never had 
during the 150 years of British rule. 

Sunny Lo, associate professor at the^ 
Department of Politics at the University^ 
of Hong Kong, said that with a vigorous 
free press and partial elections, Hongjj 
Kong has developed a working-class 
consciousness in the 1990s that has girfti 
en rise to activists who “try to pinpoint 
the tycoons as targets of criticism.” .. .. 


* 


HEALTH: Infectious Microbes Suspectedj, 

Continued Prom Page 1 LDS Hospital in Salt Lake City and his- 

I'nlloiiniOf I .i_ •• 1 


are turning attention to coronary artery 
disease, which is caused by a progres- 
sive buildup of fatty deposits inside ves- 
sels that feed the heart. Scientists have 
long known that diabetes, high blood 
pressure, tobacco use and a family his- 
tory of the disease increase a person's 
odds of artery disease and the risk of a 


colleagues discovered that a peculiars 
bactenum^ Chlamydia pneumoniae, oft;. 


subsequent heart attack or stroke. But 
.e fa 


those factors account for only about half 
the incidence. 

in 1997, Boston researchers showed 
that men with higher Levels of a certain 
protein circulating in their blood over a 
period of years had an increased risk of 
eventually suffering a heart attack or 
stroke. The protein is a well-known sign 
of inflammation, which can indicate a 
bacterial infection. 

Separately, Joseph Muhlestein of the 


twi can be found inside blood vessel ceiti>[ 
of people with heart disease — but not 
generally in the cells of healthy peoples 2 

C. pneumoniae — a close cousin of Cij 
trachomatis, which causes a common^ 
sexually transmitted disease — is bes^j 
known as a cause of pneumonia and 
bronchitis. It is unlike most other bac-j, 
tena because it lives not on cells bufo 
inside them, much as a virus does. 

It is possible that the microbe is aa, 
innocent bystander, a bacterium that/ee& 
at home in arteries damaged by years of? 


^^^sumption and a lack of exercise^-' 


But rabbits on fatty diets develop harden?? 
uig of the arteries much faster when the&- 
sre infected with C. pneumoniae, sug^i 


gesnng that the microbes actively con*, 
tribute to the disease. ~ 
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A Fierce Struggle for Water Drives All the Players in the Kurdish Conflict 
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By Stephen Kirizer 

York Tones Service 

^ C ^ >tare rf 
SLKr 8 ^ gnorflla leader Abdullah 

2™“ ms focused new attention bn the 
a ^waged against foe Turkish 
Anny for 14 years. ; • 

G £?** 803 ^RPOitera. 

1® Ocahm^ tedon the nsen&nent 
Kurds feel over what they see 
government’s discrimination 
^amst them. But he could never have 
“gsuch a potent farce without a lot of 
peJptrom other countries. 

*“* man y masons Mr. Ocalan 
found foreign snroorters for his bloody 
fobc&on against Trtnfcish rale, and many 
reasons that Ankara has resisted his re- 
wumn so fiercely. Some are found in 
notary, ofoers in psychology, and still 
others in geopotitics. 

V Lurking behind them all, however, is 
wfefer. ■ 

•R» more than a decade until last 
Wtober, Mr. Ocalan lived sencdclandes- 
foiely in Syria, and the Syrian govern- 
mentgave him money, arms and polit- 


ical cover. Iraq also helped him, al- 
lowing him to build bases along foe 
Iraqi-Tnrkishi bord er . : aiw s 

Neither Syria nor Iraq were eanbra- 
crnghis cause out of any love for Kurds; 
on foe contrary, governments in both 
countries' hare fiercely repressed their 
Kurdish populations. 

• S yria a na Iraq want water from rivers 
mat spring fran Turkish soil. Turkey has 
given, them what it considers ample 
amounts of waterbut rejects what it caQs 
focir “unacceptable chums.’* 

They have supported Mr. Ocalan ’s 
gnemUas as a way of applying pressure 
on Turkey togjvefoem more water. 

TheTigos and Euphrates rivers cre- 
ated foe "Fertile Crescent’ ’ where some 
of - hu m a nit y’s first civilizatiohs 
emerged- Today, they are immensely 
important resources, politically as well 
as geographically. 

Through a system erf dams in its south- 
eastern provinces, Turkey controls the 
flow of the rivers and is determined not 
to give-up its control. That is one im- 
portant reason that Turkish leaders have 
so. resolutely refused to grant. any au- 


tonomy to the Kurdish region, which 
straddles both rivers. 

Few if any countries understand foe 
growing importance of water as folly as 
Turkey does. In one of foe world’s 
largest public- works undertakings, Tur- 
key is spending $32 billion on the South- 
east Anatolia Prefect, a complex of 22 
dams and 19 hydroelectric plants spread 
over a region about foe size of Austria. 

Its centerpiece, foe Atatnrk Dam on 
the Euphrates River, has been com- 
pleted. In the reservoir that has built up 
behind the dam sailing and swimming 
competitions are being held on a spot 
where fra 1 centuries there was little more 
than desert 

When foe project is completed, per- 
haps in the next decade, it is expected to 
increase the amount of irrigated land in 
Turkey by 40 percent and provide one- 
fouzfo of the country’s electric power. 

Planner s hope this can improve the 
standard of living of 6 milli on of Tur- 
key’s poorest people, most of diem 
Kurds, and thus undercut foe appeal of 
revolutionary separatism. 

It will also deprive Syria and Iraq of 


resources those countries believe they 
need — resources that Turkey fears 
might ultimately be used in anti-Turkish 
causes. 

The region of Turkey where Kurds 
predominate is more or less foe same 
region covered by foe Southeast Anatolia 
Project- Giving that region autonomy by 
placing it under Kurdish self-rule could 
weaken foe central government’s control 
over foe water resource that it recognizes 
as a keystone of its future power. 

There are other ways Turkish leaders 
are using their water as a tool of foreign 
as well as domestic policy. 

Among their most ambitious new 
projects is one to build a 50-mile (80- 
kilometer) undersea pipeline to cany 
water from Turkey to foe parched Turk- 
ish enclave of Northern Cyprus. 

The pipeline will cany more water 
than Northern Cyprus can use, and for- 
eign mediators are hoping die excess 
water can be sold to the ethnic Greek 
republic on the southern part of the is- 
land as a way of promoting peace. 

It is no accident that President Su- 
leyman Demirel of Turkey is a water 


French Defy U.S. Law 

Consortium Plans to Develop Major Field 


engineer by profession and entered pub- 
lic life as director of the State Water- 
works Administration. His background 
and foal of his classmate in engineering 
school, the late President Turgot Ozal, 
have done much to make Turkey so 
water-conscious. 

Both men vigorously supported foe 
Southeast Anatolia Project in the 1980s, 
even though Western countries, includ- 
ing the United States, refused to provide 
loans or credits for it because they did 
not want to alienate Arab countries. 

One of foe most important develop- 
ments in the Middle East in the past 20 
years has been the emergence of a strong 
partnership between Turkey and Israel. 
Both countries have much to gain from it 
Israel is thirsting for water, and Turkey is 
overflowing wife it. Studies are now un- 
der way to see whether tankers, pipelines 
or other means can be used to send Tur- 
key’s water to its new Israeli friends. 

Not coincidentally, fee basis for the 
TUrkey-Israel partnership was laid when 
Mr. Demirel headed the Turkish gov- 
ernment and another water engineer, 
Yitzhak Rabin, was in power in Israel. 


: > »: i, W-.v 

l - -i ■* vS-T. **•.** ■; - * 


By Craig R. Whitney 

- ' • New York Times Service . . 

•■PARIS — ' Th umbing their noses at 
American opposition to investments in 
Ifen. a consortium afF rmnh i Italian and 


- Washington has imposed sanctions 
against Iran, but Europe, which has gone 
along with UN sanctions against Iraq, is 
trying to improve relations wife Iran. 

Elf Aquitaine said die contract «>n« 
for developing foe Dorood oil field off 


Ira ni a n oil companies announced Mum- Kharg Island in the Gulf, increasing re- 
day ttet they had signed a $998rmillion, serves from 600 milli on barrels to 1.5 
10-year contract to redevelop a giant billion barrels and reimbursing the con- 


cede oil field there. 


sortium with crude oil from the field 


EtfPetroleum Iran, a subsidiary of the over a ten-year period. 


priwately-ownedFrench oil company Hf Elf Petroleum Iran will have a 55 
Aquitaine SA, wifi be the lead partner in percent share in foe consortium and Agip 
foe project, which also involves a sub- Dorood BV, the Italian subsidiary, ran 
swfiary of ENT SpA of Italy and the have'45 percent. 

National I ranian Oil Co. . French ofl companies have been eager 

A spokesman for Elf Aquitaine, to get back into Iran, executives say, 
Thomas Saunders, said that the company because of ite huge reserves, 
expected no retribution from the United They would also Hke to do business 
‘’fates under foe Iran-Libya Sanctions with Iraq, which has oil and petroleum 
rJct, which threatens sanctions against reserves on the scale of Saudi Arabia’s, 
pay country feat invests more than $20 French officials say that American 
million in either of those countries. companies will be just as eager to get 
'Under an agreement readied last May back into Iraq, once sanctions are lifted 
between the United States and the Euro- France has proposed lifting fee oil 

pean Union, the Clinton administration embargo against Iraq if President Sad- 
agreed not to apply sanctions against dam Hussein would agree to a new in- 
another French ou company,’ Total SA, ternational monitoring system to ensure 
which b»d gone ahead wife, a $2-b£tHon that his regime cannot reacquire nuclear, 
gas exploration contract in Iran in 1997 biological and chemical weapons of 
jfi defiance of the American law. mass destruction. 

We expect the same treatment,” Mr. • Elf's .decision to go ahead with an 
Saunders said Monday. investmtaff&i Iran was not unexpected 

"France and all its EUpafEnershaVe . Company officials had made little secret 
denounced foe U.S. law as unacceptable of foe fart foalifiey had been negotiating 



million in eitber of those countries. 

between foe^nitedStates and foe EmtH 
pean Union, the Clinton administration 
agreed not to apply sanctions against 
another French ou company, Total SA, 
which had gone ahead with a $2-b3Bon 
gas exploration contract in Iran in 1997 
tf defiance of the American law. 

"“We expect thesame treatment,” Mr. 
Saunders raid Monday. 

"France mod all its EU partners have 
denounced fee U.S. law as unacceptable 


• 
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The Breitling Orbiter-3 flying over the Alps on Monday with Bertrand Piccard and Brian Jones on board. 

Swiss-British Balloon Team Sets Off in Pursuit of Record and Rivals 


Agence France-Presse 

CHATEAU D’OEX, Switzerland 
— The Breitling Orbiter-3 balloon 
team took off Monday from foe Swiss 
Alps far a third attempt to circum- 
navigate the globe nonstop. 


Spain on Feb. 17 and was flying over the 
Bay of Bengal on Monday. 

The Britons have already broken the 
233 hour and 55 minute record for the 


longest flight, set by Mr. Piccard and will attempt to catch the jet streams. 

ni . s -i n -j- -a m. _ • * n.. 


Bertrand Piccard of Switzerland and U in 1998. 


Mr. Bison aboard the Breitling Orbiter 


■ «* i n terference with focir own sovereign - wife ban — and that they had little fear 
• - right to let European companies make of American sanctions because the Clin- 
r s~ investments wherever they wish, as long ton administration had decided not to 

as mleroaticinal agreements permit. proceed against Total. 


W.S. Envoy Expects Kosovars 


Brian Jones of Britain set off in their 
silver helium bgdioon from fee ski re- 
sort of Chateau D’Oex after force 
months of waiting for the right weather 
conditions^ 

The pair are chasing foe Britons Andy 
Elson and Colin Prescot in fee Cable and 


The Piccard-Jooes team has an ad- 
vantage because it is permitted to travel 
through Chinese air space, organizers 
said, which could save foe pair up to a 
week’s flying time. Around-the-world 
balloonists try to catch the jet streams 
over China to take them across the 


Wireless balloon, which took off from Pacific toward North America. 


Camqi6eibjOvS*fFn>mDivaxha garriz 

PRISTINA, Serbia — Kosovo’s efo- hosta 
nic Albanians are Italy to sign up to an foe ii 


deal by the 
special env< 
H2L, said in 


of March, the U. 


for Kosovo, Christopher cmily 
ristina on Monday. On 


ganization said, .Has freeing of one of the 
hostages appeared to lessen tensions in 
the immediate region somewhat Still, 
Serbian troops were continuing abufldnp, 
according to a spokeswoman for fee se- 


iKMt Beatrice Laicoste. 

U two. of the European 


Tm pretty convinced that this deal is group's monitors, a Dane and a British 

* > - .« m « — a . rifl-twn * iiiiii an vn flis* fMim 


Paris Miming Delays 
E U Farm Negotiations 

BRUSSELS — Germany ou Monday 
postponed talks on revamping European 
Union farm spending after France warned 
it would not negotiate unless the most 
radical reform proposals were dropped. 

EU officials said President Jacques 
Chirac of France told them it made no 
sense for EU farm ministers to meet 


BRIEFLY 


against a conservative Roman Catholic 
activist who rallied others to erect 
crosses near foe former Nazi concen- 
tration camp at Auschwitz. 

The indictment filed in the Oswiecim 
court charges Karimierz Switon with 
inciting haired against Jews and with 
insulting Jews and Germans. The 
charges carry a maximum prison sen- 
tence of three years. (AP) 

Death Penalty Blocks 


Sorbs will come to understand that it’s in spokeswoman said. (Reuters, AP) 

tiiieir interest to sign.’’ ■ Kosovars Fleeing to Macedonia 

••The “deal’! is an 83-page document . 

negotiated over 17 days at a peace coo- _More than 2,000 people fled their 
fereoce in Rambouillet, France, where villages during heavy fighung m soufo- 
Mr. Hill was foe lead mediator. em Kosovo on Sunday and swa m pe d a 

- Its political provisions give Kosovo, major bortopostm a desp«me effort to 

wilhite^ 90 percent ethnic Albanian ma- moss to safety ^bjnagM^- 
iHy, substantial autonomy. gom^ The New. York Tunes reported 

~!f'riir mmlementaJion provisions -from Kosovo. 

WbuW enable about 30,000 NATO Yugoslav Aroiy aTOllay and anti-ab- 
trams mriafostantial numbers of in- craft guns couldbe 

■Ethnic Altanian delegates at Ram- 
bouillet asked for two weeks to consult 

With various constituencies in Kosovo _ ^ . . * » mi i 

Labour sWi 

"'Earlier <°*bnic Albanian rebels re 

Kosovo ’acknowledged seudng and — 

irfiiinp a Serbian civilian, one of two • . By Sarah Lyall 

Serbs abducted Saturday. • NewYorkHmaService 

- Aftofoterve^»bypMM^wtars, LONDON — Are British televisior 

who have bee n and radio interviewees too rude? An 
-Twocrftheoteov^whotorebem British newspapers too obsessed witi 

tiyreg to over$e fJ^ lhv c-rhs m an trivia? Are reporters mesponsihle scan 

Kbscwro were tySratem an ^ 

outburet of anti-Western senMenL 

..Seekiugtokew^^^^^ P^^ould be foe answer if yot 
Jiosovo peace Albanian asked foe Labour government, whid 

MtThIII, met with the «lmic has had an Mtraordfoarily rocky re 

political leaders. - - t! - — =- v A J: - ^ — 


cross to safety in neighboring Mace- . - , 

donia. The New. York Times reported ActlVlSt IS CilQTgeCl 
irom Kosovo. v . , . 

Yugoslav Army artillery and anti-air- Jji AUSCnWllZ Case 
craft guns criuld be heard battering the 

mountainous region west of foe border WARSAW — Prosecutors in south- 
post of Djeneral Jankovic. em Poland filed an indictment Monday 


Tuesday if they were only going to dis- rwi l o Monday that a number o 

cuss again the issues on the table during x UTK^V. (/C f FtlOft ijOyS eluding the London Metrop 

five-days of failed talks last week. " had some good anti-racism 

Germany, foe current EU president, MILAN — Turkey must abolish foe did not apply them consiste 

postponed the talks until Thursday to death penalty if it expects to join the 

allow more time fra: nations to consider European Union, the German defense p A. __ J 
their positions. (AP) minister said Monday at the opening of a JOOT liie MteLOiU 

congress of European socialists. 

J , . . , T 1 Rudolf Scharpmg, speaking as pres- Foreign Minister Abel 

ACtlVlSt IS titlOTSea, ident of foe Party of European Socialists, Spain said Monday that W 
r A 1. •. also called for a fair trial for foe Kurdish step up pressure on the Brit 

In Auschwitz iMSe rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. Gibraltar, which he accused of harboring 

Mr. Ocalan, captured by Turkish drug traffickers and murderers. He said 
WARSAW — Prosecutors in south- agents last month, risks fee death penalty Spain would enforce ‘'legal and nec- 
em Poland filed an indictment Monday if convicted of treason. (AP) essary measures.” (AFP) 


“If we solve every other problem in the« 
Middle East but do not satisfactorily? 
resolve the water problem, our region 
will explode,” Mr. Rabin once said. 

Other Middle Eastern -leaders have: 
agreed Hie late King Hussein of Jordan 
asserted, that conflicts over water ‘ ‘could 
drive nations of the region to war.” 1 

Countries that control water are likely 
to be foe big winners of the future. 
Turkey is among them. Its policies have 
for years been shaped by a desire to use 
water to achieve political aims, and foe 
policies are beginning to pay off. 

“Water has been used as a means of“ 
pressure, for example the Syrians spon-^ 
soring Kurdish separatism because they * 
want more water.’ ’ said Ishak Alaion, a ^ 
Turkish businessman whose company 
has won the contract to build the water, 
pipeline to Cyprus and is conducting a; 
feasibility study for a pipeline to Israel. * 

“It can also be used for peace, as we ; 
are hoping in Cyprus,” Mr. Alaion said-* 
“You can’t overstate its importance. I 
firmly believe feat just as fee 20th ceo- * 
tury was the century of oil, the 21st-- 
century will be the century of water.” 


Turkey Plans 
Development 
For Battered 
Kurdish Area 


^ The Associated Press 

ANKARA — Prime Minister Bulent 
Ecevit on Monday unveiled details of a., 
new $90 million development plan for 
the country's war-battered southeastern 
provinces. ~ 

He said it was time to heal wounds and- 
improve living conditions in the Kurd-' 
jab-do minated region, ^ 

Since the Feb. 15 capture of the Kurd- 
ish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan, whose 1 ! 
supporters have waged a 15-year battle 
for Kurdish autonomy, fee government 
has stressed fee need for development ofl 
fee southeast 

Fotacr coHrinim^A-MLac .1 pw This is by far the country's poorest 

’iccard and Brian Jones on board. region. 

_ The plan is expected to take effect in 

! of Record and Rivals longterm 

^ ^ - . . loans, cheap energy and tax exemptions. 

The Breitling Orbiter team intends to encourage investment in 26 eastern*, 
to pass over Mont Blanc toward fee ^ sonfe^tem provinces. 

Cote d’Azur in southern France, then p OT years> foe government has been 
over Morocco and Mauritania, where it blaming Mr. Ocalan’s rebel army, the': 
will attempt to catch foe jet streams. Kurdish Workers Party, for the poverty , 

The duo then intends to fly across in foe region. 

Africa to Oman, from where, winds Mr. Ecevit repeated foe accusation 
permitting, they coaid reach Japan or Monday. 

, , , , He told reporters that separatist rebels- 

In 1998,_China had refused to allow “sabotaged every service, every in-* 

the Breitling team to enter its airspace vestment” in foe region, 
until the last minute, effectively scut- Kurdish- activists say desperate con- 
fling that bid, and only gave new an- dittoes helped spur their fight for au-, 
thorization in January under stringent tonomy. 

conditions. Under the plan, the government aims': 

to spend 10 trillion Turkish lira ($28.5, 

million) this year and 20 trillion lira next ■ 
year on economic development in the.', 
region. 

Extra funds for education, health and_ 
vocational training are included in the; 

New Report Criticizes included are grants to encourage^ 

TT V Ti V n * hundreds of thousands of displaced: 

l/.A. rOhee OU Racism Kurdish villagers to return to their 

homes. 

LONDON — Days after an official Both Turkish troops and Workers, 
report castigated London police for rac- Party guerrillas have emptied whole; 
ism in the bungled investigation of the communities suspected of providing, 
murder of a black youth, a new gov- support to the other side, 
eminent study has criticized police Mr. Ecevit said more than 1,000 farn-_ 
forces across Britain for failing to erad- ilies were expected to return to their; 
icaie racial prejudice in their ranks. villages this year. 

The Inspectorate of Constabulary said Meanwhile, more violent incidents at-* 
Monday that a number of forces, in- (ributed to supporters of Mr. Ocalan. 
eluding the London Metropolitan Police, were reported. ' 

had some good anti-racism policies but The Anatolian News Agency said 17 
did not apply them consistently. (AP) people were hurt in a grenade attack. 

Sunday night at a coffeehouse in Istan- 

For the Record In another attack, seven parked and 

empty Istanbul city buses were fire- t 
Foreign Minister Abel Matutes of bombed. 

Spain said Monday that Madrid would Mr. Ocalan was captured by Turkish, 
step up pressure on the British colony of agents in Kenya last month. 

Gibraltar, which he accused of harboring He remains in prison on treason. - 


The duo then intends to fly across 
Africa to Oman, from where, winds 
permitting, they could reach Japan or 
southern China. 

In 1998, China had refused to allow 
the Breitling team to enter its airspace 
until the last minute, effectively scut- 
tling that bid, and only gave new au- 
thorization in January under stringent 
conditions. 


New Report Criticizes 
U.K. Police on Racism 

LONDON — Days after an official 
report castigated London police for rac- 
ism in the bungled investigation of the 
murder of a black youth, a new gov- 
ernment study has criticized police 
forces across Britain for failing to erad- 
icate racial prejudice in their ranks. 

The Inspectorate of Constabulary said 
Monday that a number of forces, in- 
cluding the London Metropolitan Police, 
had some good anti-racism policies but 
did not apply them co n s i ste nt ly. (AP) 


He r emains in prison on treason 
charges and could face the death penalty 
if convicted. 

No trial date has been set 


Labour’s War with British Media Takes a Turn for the Worse 


— to remove the article from later edi- 
tions. Though Mr. Straw was forced, 
embarrassingly, to back down foe next 


LONDON — Are British television day. foe move stirred op the ire of the after Harriet Harman, then the social 
and radio interviewees too rude? Are news media yet again. security secretary, underwent a paroc- 

itish newspapers too obsessed with Mr. Straw’s reaction was not unusual ularly rough interview on the ‘ Today” 

via? Are repar te ra irresponsible scan- in a country where there is no Amer- radio program. 

1-irionfiers who overlook important ican-style tradition of freedom of the In a discussion of government pro- 


British newspapers too obsessed with 
trivia? Are reporterai irresponsible scan- 


Mr. Straw's reaction was not unusual 
in a country where there is no Amer- 


what they saw as rough treatment from government spokesman, attacked foe those in government who cannot see the 
combative BBC interviewers. In 1997. notion that Labour officials seem re- need to explain themselves to foe pub- 
for instance, the Labour Party protested luctant to submit to radio and television lie. You can see their point ‘What’s in it 
after Harriet Harman, then the social interviews. for me?’ as one minister put it to me 

security secretary, underwent a panic- Most government officials, Mr. when I suggested he might like to ex- 
ularly rough interview on the ‘Today” Campbell said, hate the way they are plain a policy.” 
radio program. treated by BBC interviewers such as Last mouth, Mr. Campbell went on 

Jeremy Taxman, one of foe hosts of foe attack again. In a speech in London, 


Hal-mongers who overlook important ican-style tradition of freedom of the 


policy questions? 


press, and where foe judiciary is ten- posals to cut welfare benefits to single 


Yes, would be foe answer if you peramen tally inclined to -support the mothers, John Humphry s, foe pro- 
asked fee Labour government, which government in disputes with the news gram’s take-no-prisouers interviewer, 
has had an extraordinarily rocky re- media. And it was not a surprise, said asked foe same question 13 times in an 
lationsbip with foe news media here reporters and editors, who have become increasingly irritated way. Afterward, 
since it came to power oh ft tidal wave of used to the Labour gov ernment ’s ef- the party’s chief media spokesman, 
good will nearly two years ago. forts to manage foe news and to its David Hill, complained bitterly about 

In Britain, where there isfitfle sense reluctance to pursue media-friendly “foe John Hnmphiys problem” and 
of ope® government or of foe public’s legislation it once supported, such as a threatened to withdraw foe party ’s co- 


mmit when the talks resume on 

^Jh the year of fighting, more 

-b fl* S omhwestcfK®ovo,te^^ 


good will nearly two years ago. forts to manage the news and to its 

In Britain, where there is tittle sense reluctance to pursue media-friendly 


of opoi government or of the public’s legislation it once supported 
right to know, foe government has had freedom of information bill, 
little compunction about openly attack- “They are an extremely controlling 

ingfoenews media when it does notlfloe bunch,” said Alan Rusbridger, the ed- 
foe way ttw being covered! itor of The Guardian , a liberal-leaning 


threatened to withdraw the party’s co- 
operation from “Today.” 

“John Hnmphiys interrupted so 
much feat she was never permitted to 
develop a single answer,' ’ Mr. Hill said. 


“News night,” a late-night television he denounced what he called foe news 
show. media’s tendency to report on scandal, 

Mr. Paxman, who has a biting in- gossip, personality clashes,” and foe 
tellect and a super-confident manner cost of politicians’ travel at foe expense 
that many feel borders on arrogance, is of such issues as jobs, transportation 
known for his ability to ‘ ‘kebab' ' guests policy and education, 
when they dodge or waffle. Because of their disillusionment at 

Mr. Campbell said in a letter to The the failure of foe BBC to let democratic 


that Jeremy can try to 


were more likely to appear on “soft” 
interview shows and to bypass the usual 
media outlets for things like regional 


Relations between foe two sides took newspaper. “TTiey are adept at ma- The BBC responded that one of Ms. public thal l’m actually some kind of newspapers and foe women’s media, 
a trim far foe worse recently when The nipulating foe press, so when some- Harman’s answers had, in fact, lasted a criminal? ’ The mainstream news media we 

Sunday Telegraph published an article fomg like this happens, their reaction is full minute, and argued that Mr. But many journalists say that in the Dot amused. 


-HMUCSWU."' J mrnlitnrs dummy wiuuauai au uumc uuue --- “ ~ „ , ’ . , ® — , . - , •> J . — ■ “ 

in Orahovac were cased wnenmotu«" about a leaked govenuncnt-ax»sored to suppress and control They went right Humphry* was simply seeking a direct absence of a strong Conservative Party 

of the Organization fa\S«unty™_ jwxirt on racism and foe potice. Furious over foe top.” answer to a simple question about ben- it is up to the news media to ask foe 

Cooperation in Europe feat bis carefully laid phis to release How did things get to this point? efit cuts. tough questions. Prime Minister Tony 

Elected by an overwhelming major- 


foe Orsaniz^f%S«unty^_ rapartonraasmandfoeitoKc^F^ 
Coopexarion in Europe**^ 1 feat lus carefully laid plans to release 

cdf between Serbs - fe e report in its own'titne had been so 

ranging fee release of the berman thwartedi Home Secretary Jade 

vjtian being held cagjve- straw persuaded a. judge to issue an 

ijrThle two Serf* wae sazm^r. _ ■ injunction forcing fee newspaper — 
tlbels as bostages and. which had already printed and shipped 

a fe, the Kosovo shot off some 290,000 early edition copies 

knowledge or- 

and killed ono ^ 


answer to a simple question about ben- 
efit cuts. 

Jon Barton, the editor of “Today,” 


it is up to the news media to ask foe 


Hie mainstream news media were 
not amused. 

Mr. Humptays, the “Today” host, 
said: “Stop trying to tell us how to do 


ity in 1997, foe Labour Party soon said: “I thought the encounter demon- 
seemed to squander much of its built-in strated John’s characteristic 


tough questions. Prime Minister Tony our jobs.” 

Blan holds an overwhelming majority Andrew Rawnsley, a political col- 

in Purliomf!>nt onH ip mhln/tf »» - - . i> m r . . _ 


advantage wife foe news media, pur- 
suing a series of highly public disputes. 
Officials were particularly irked by 


strengths.” “T 

The fight took another turn last sum- and i 
mer, when Alastair Campbell, the, chief truth. 


in Parliament and is subject to little in 
foe way of serious opposition. 

“There are two sides to every story, 


and no one has a monopoly on foe 
truth,” Mr. Paxman said. “There are 


umnist for The Observer of London, 
said that in Mr. Campbell's dream 
world, there would be one television 
channel, one newspaper and one radio 
station — all run by foe government. 
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Breaking Up Family Ties: Order Changes in Italy 



By Suzy Menkes 

International Herald Tribune 


Rosebud blouse and miniskirt from D&G. 


M ILAN — The era of La 
Famiglia is drawing to a 
close in Italian fashion and 
nothing on the runways — 
.'not even Lenny Kravitz rocking the 
models’ shocking pink socks off at die 
: Versus show — can compete with the 
. offstage drama. 

Jhe backdrop to the Italian fall- 
winter 2000 season, which runs through 
this week, is the shift to corporate, glob- 
al . business by companies that were 
• founded as family affairs. Events are 
dominated by die battle for the heart and 
; shoe soles of Gucci. But whatever the 
outcome of the fierce standoff between 
Bernard Arnault, president of the 
French luxury -goods group LVMH 
Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton and 
Domenico de Sole, Gucci's president, 
this is not an isolated incident. 

Milan's big-name houses are in the 
■ same situation as the French IS years 
ago — before Arnault initiated corpo- 
. rate couture. Other recent maneuvers 
I include the buyout of Valentino by 
: Holding di Partecipazioni Industrial 
(HdP); and Giorgio Armani’s decision 
to 'switch his women's wear manufac- 
inning after 19 years from GFT (con- 
trolled by HdPj to his own An tinea 
: company. Armani has also been “chat- 
> ting’ ’ with Arnault, as has Prada’s Pal- 
i rizio Bertel] i, whose talk of “exploring 
[synergies" with LVMH explains what 
all this is about: In the modem world, to 
be one design house in the face of jug- 
; gemaut corporate groups is to be at risk 
■ of being flattened. 

Santo Versace, president of his late 
_ brother’s fashion house and President of 
I the Camera Nazionale della Moda Itali- 
! ana. thinks that family businesses could 
- continue and expand — if the Italian 
1 financial organizations would p ump 
[ money into them. 

"There are fantastic family compa- 
! nies — think of Hermes," Versace said 
; at his sister Donatella’s rollicking, rock 
: 'n’-roll Versus show. 

•. “In Italy we have Benetton, Zegna, 

- Ferragamo, Max Mara — they are all 
■family companies. But you see what 
[happened at Valentino. Financial in- 
: vestment is so important to growth. V/e 
• need Italian banks to take fashion more 
[ seriously.’ ’ 

. But who would invest in a business 



Asymmetric dress and "chaps" from Versus. 


when its proprietor is reaching retire- 
ment age? That is the uncomfortable 
truth about most Italian designers, who 
have not yet turned the name into a brand 
and still tend to search for a successor 
within the family — as the Missonis 
have handed over to daughter Angela. 

An infusion of overseas talent into 
existing houses has been one way of 
making op for the paucity of design skill 
at home. The 1 990s have seen the arrival 
of designers, mostly American, beading 
the studios of commercial and industrial 
fashion houses. A new arrival this season, 
is Josephus Thimister at Genny. 

To appeal to a new generation, some 
bouses have expanded vertically — 
hence the phenomenon of the secondary 
or lower-priced lines that have flooded 
the runways in the opening days of the 
Milan fall season. 

Sometimes these shows work fine. 
Donatella Versace even looked more 
comfortable with her high-energy, 


snappy Versus show than with the sig- 
nature tine — and certainly than with the 
Atelier line she shows at Paris couture. 
With its strong colors and computer- 
manipulated prints illuminating reflect- 
ive, semi-sheer or perforated fabrics, 
Versace kept a sense of body movement 
while producing some intriguing silhou- 
ettes. 

H ER invention was die 
“chaps" skirt It sounds weird 
— two wide bits of fabric flap- 
ping tike twin aprons over 
skinnier pants. But it worked as an in- 
terpretation of fashion's current asym- 
metry and origami. Snug strapless 
sweaters with taut armbands and runs, as 
cute accessories at neck or hips, were 
strong items in this lively show lighted 
with shocking pink and electric blue. 

If they allow kids out of the nursery 
and into the clubs, D&G are going to 
clean up. The designers Stefano Gab- 


bana and Domenico Dolce described 
“tike playing with dolls' ’ their pert col- 
lection, with leggy models in pink and 
time-green hose, vivid duffel coats, 
miniskirts scattered with butterflies and 
rosebud-patterned blouses. Barbie came 
to mind — especially when a jeans skirt 
or jacket was cut upside down as though 


upturned by some stol 

child. ' 

Some of the tricks had been picked up 
from other runways (the nursery prints 
from Mami and the gaudy footwear mix 
of snakeskin and leopard-print from Pra- 
da's Mm Miu tine.) But D&G has its own 
spin, showing just enough midriff flesh 
below tiny sweaters and above under- 
pants patterned with teddy bears to make 
the collection both sexy and cute. 

What is the dividing line between 
Alberta Ferretti’s signature line and 
Philosophy, which she showed Sunday? 
They both seem to have a feminine feel- 
ing in their graceful shapes and attention 


to needlework details, from smocked 
panels to tiny tucks. 

To that, this season Ferretti added 
strong color, mixing yellow and purple 
or orange and green for tops and skirts in 
lush velvet or tight felt, with the feet 
encased in flat for slippers. The other 
Strength was in the tiny derails on simple 
pieces: minuscule beaded flowers at the 
neckline; letters embroidered on a hem; 
tucks or vertical stiver lines on dresses. It 
made for a pretty show. 

“Like circles drawn on Japanese rice 
— I wanted something poetic and 
Gianfranco Ferns said, as he took 
his bow alongside white-clad sprites ca- 
vorting at the finale of his GFF show. 

Japanese it was, in fashion spirit, what 
with leather obis strapped around long 
dark coats, and the models, hair spiked 
with bobby pins, exuding intellectual 
angst The collection then switched from 
shrouds to sheer, as nylon dresses spor- 
ted combat pockets arid a mesh skirt had 


a stiff pony-skin hemline. Apart from 
geometric ribbed knits and full-sleeved 
blouse ballooning from a black tunic, 
these pieces seemed to have no coher- 
ence with Ferre's flamboyant and dressy 
main tine. It is presumably an attempt to 
expand the brand by appealing to a new. 
younger customer — but she probably 
has her own ideas on what is mtxJern and 
cooL 

Anna Motinari has spun off her sig- 
nature line to her daughter, but she 
gamely sent out her own B lumarine col- 
lection for the atf-mul sex kitten. She 
wears fluffy, for-trimmed sweaters and 
lacy dresses, all decorated to within an 
inch of their fashion life with embroid- 
ery, beading and feathers. 

Motinari even added rhinestones to ^ 
denim. She describes her theme as sexy 
femininity, but smudgy-eyed lotitas tot- 
tering in bobby socks on high heels 
suggested a trashy chic (hat is a passd 
trend 


London Designers Revive the Spirit of Arts and Crafts 


By Suzy Menkes 

International Herald Tribune 


L ONDON — Like the gnat stinging the proverbial 
elephant. British fashion can still make its presence 
felt among international megabrands. The London 
fashion season, squeezed between the fall shows in 
New York and Milan, even proved that small is beautiful. The 
focus on workmanship, for delicate embroidery or inventive 
knitting, suggests that British designers are creating an am 
and crafts revival to echo that of 100 years ago. 

- Significantly, Alexander McQueen, whose powerful winter 
wonderland show dominated the week, says that he is inspired 
by die rnm-of- the-ceatury period when artistic folk faced off 
against the Industrial machine. 

- fet British designers are no longer mired in nostalgia for 
tile- past. There were no costume dramas on the runways. 
Instead, eclectic elements were mixed to create the quirky 
elegance of “Bohemian chic." 

I A second stand-out show came from Hussein Chalayan, 
wh&se lake is clean, geometric and resolutely modem — yet 
also gentle and feminine in its use of rounded shapes among 
ihcCshaip angles. A dress would be scooped to bare the back or 
ns$ at the hem to show tissue-tight layers of lining. That 
counterbalanced the linear cuts, where one lapel would make 
a^ptecise, asymmetric statement on sleek tailoring. The geo- 
metric mood was heightened by the set: flat boards that were 
hgtisted into walls to create the catwalk. 

- When Chalayan sent out dresses with padded car headrests 
as collars, again playing round against straight, there was a 
sharp intake of breath from the audience — because Helmut 
La4g had shown a similar look in New York When two 
independent, forward-lookiag designers explore the same 
teralory. it suggests a collective millennium consciousness 
propelling fashion fast forward. 

Z v GIomad" was the title Matthew Williamson gave to his 
show of well-executed pieces where native American feathers 
dangled from sweaters, Chinese patterns appeared on a bro- 
c&Je coat, beads decorated a rough hessian top and a panorama 
of Bethlehem made a border print on a dress. 

Z. How does Williamson attract a stellar front row, including 


a tiara-clad Jade Jagger? Using simple shapes, he captures in 
tight fabrics and light-handed embellishment the spirit of die 
flea market — and the sweet bird of yoath. 

The husband-and-wife design team of Suzanne Clements 
and Inacio Ribeiro withdrew to an intimate setting, the better 
to display a three-dimensional flower appliqufi on a black 
skirt, airy layers to velvet evening skirts and the plays on 
embroidered plaid. 

Like so much of modern fashion, this Is a collection of 
eclectic pieces, but die keystone is Clements Ribeiro ’s sig- 
nature striped cashmere sweaters — now even being made as 
knitwear for ultra-sophisticated newborn babies. 

Paul Smith, after a four-year struggle, had a hit with a 
collection that captured the wit and whimsy of his menswear. 
The faded tea-room gentility of a London hotel, with shabby 
chintz and oak stools, made the perfect setting for tweed suits 
in juicy colors, schoolgirl gym slips, funky fair-isle knits and 
rosebud nursery prints. 

With most designers ignoring England's country roots. 
Smith's sly take on jodhpurs as cropped pants and his shearling 
vests in sweet colors looked fresh. You want something more 
urban? Then take a 1920s chemise remade for modem even- 
ings or a raincoat printed with a map of London. 

Snow seems to be icy cool this season. Like McQueen, the 
knitwear designer Julien Macdonald filled his runway with the 
white stuff. The designer made his collection less wacky and 
more wearable, but he never got the balance quite right 
between the commercial sweater dresses with fluffy textures 
and the weird and wonderful creations made out of silicon, 
aluminum and plastic flex. 

Jasper Conran has morphed into a classic designer whose 
sculpted tailoring in felted fabrics fills a niche in British 
fashion. Using a palette of black, cream and camel, Conran 
made the jumper dress, the tunic top and the over-the-knee 
skin into a user-friendly modem uniform. 

The trends of the London season? Color — especially tones 
of pink and splashes of green; texture — fluffy knits, felted 
blanket wools for ponchos and fringed skirts; details — 
especially embroidery, cutwork. feathers and fringing. New 
looks included wider, ballerina-length skirts and dropped 
waists for dresses and coais. 



Julien Macdonald s fluffy angora sweater dress with jet-beaded cuffs. 
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28 Wide shoe 
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33 The Little 
Menrusd 
27 Bills and cons 

40 Aborted mission 
wonts 

41 Sage advice, 
part 2 
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Solution to Puzzle of March. 1 



81 Exist 
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part 3 
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ea Thrilled 
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to Say the 
paternoster 

71 Pasta sauce with 
basil 

72 Lairs 

73 Test proctor's 
declaration 
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1 Lena’s got a big 
one 

a Exploit 
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*4 It was Iterated 
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•Rant 
b Skip over 
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• Mo«h9 

i Pencil topper 
« Soda fountain 
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11 Follow the rules 
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12 " . Brute?* 
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22 Nouveau 
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M Where movies 
are made 

42 Togetherness 

43 Go under forth b 
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4* Gilbert and 
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Above, Matthew William- 
son 's star-appliqued 
chiffon dress: below, his 
knit top and beaded skirt. 


ONew York Tanes/Ediied by Witt Shanz. 


sa Bordered 
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direction 
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Cl e merits Ribeiro’ s sweater set - 
with layered patterned skirt. 


Paul Smith's fair-isle cardigan; i 
rosebud shirt and cropped pants;. 


Hussein Chalayan' s linear dress 
with "headrest" collar. 
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Shaky Pakistan Leans On Its Military 

Democracy Faces the Test as Prime Minister Centralizes Power 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

_ Weztongton Service 

1 Pakistan — A decade 

^ democracy: was restored in 
Pakistan, Prune Minister Nawaz Sharif 

OS 0Q **anny 

divided country together and 

• to perform basic tasks, such as collecting 
electricity bills, boildmg rwdi 
and fighting crime. 

Fbpi many Pakistanis who remember 
t ne dreaded- years of military dictator- 
ship, which lasted for about half their 
nttion s history, the coirent state of af- 
faire repre sents a troubling shift toward 
anfearitarian rule and a reason for pes- 
simism about the nation's future. 

“Fm more anxious about this country 
man Fve been at any time in the past 
except once,’-’ said Eqbal Ahmad, a his- 
torian who has returned to Pakistan after 
retiring from teaching in the United 
States. “The last time I, felt thia wu .y was 
i n *70- , 71, when things ended up with the 
military intervention in B angladesh ” : 

That was wheat the Pakistan that was . 
created out of British colonial India in 
1947 broke apart, its eastern W ind de- 
claring independence as Bangladesh, 
largely because ethnic Bengalis felt the 
’S government did not represent fhwn 
-ir While no separatist movement of similar 
strength has emerged since and military 
commanders appear committed to a ci- 


vilian government, other trends — the Sind in an attempt to curb ethnic vi- 
erowing concentration of authority in olence in Karachi, die provincial capital. 
Islamabad, ethnic and sectarian tensions Miliary courts also were established to 
and ^expanding role of the military — dispense swift justice for serious crimes 
recall P akista n’s most traumatic period in the city of 10 nriUion, but the Supreme 
since die birth of die Tslarmr. republic. Court railed the tribunals unconstimtion- 
S mailer provinces are grumbling al two weeks ago. Martial law remains in 
more loudly than usual about the polit- effect in the province, and thousands of 
real dominance of the ethnic Punjabi par amilitar y troops continue to patrol 
majority, to which Mr. Sharif and nearly Karachi’s streets, 
all top leaders except the army chief of In Punjab, sectarian violence this year 

staff belong. About. 60 percent of die between majority Sunni Muslims and 
nation’s 130 million minori ty Smites persisted through the 

NEWS* 

ANALYSIS 


ethnic 


live in Punjab 
home to the 
group whose 


members have dominated die military 
and bureaucracy since independence. 
Theofeer provinces — Sind, Bal- 
uchistan and the Northwest Frontier — 
have distinct ethnic identities. 

“ ‘In the past 50 years, Pakistan has not 
been a success in national integration,” 
said AIL Siddiqi, a retired general who 
directs a Karachi research and analysis 
group. “We are falling apart” 

The biggest ethnic diviae is in coastal 
Sind, the second-most populous 
province. The group dot gave the 
province its name has become a minority, 
surpassed in numbers by the descendants 
of Muslim migrants who came from 
northern India a half-century ago. 

Last November, Mr. Shari f imposed 
martial law and suspended civil rights in 


holy month ofRamadan. Relatively .small 
militant groups on both sides have been 
blamed for the violence, which has been 
fed by the rising popularity of Islamic 
fnn ria i iiftntaiiRr parties amrmg Pakistanis 
disenchanted with the scant material ben- 
efit they can see from four democratic 
governments in a decade. 

- Mr. Sharif has attempted — so far, 
unsuccessfully — to co-opt the funda- 
mentalist g g«n da by moving to make 
Islamic law supreme under a proposed 
constitutional amendment that appears 
to be stuck in the Senate, where his 
Muslim League party lacks a majority. 

The possibility that Is lami c funda- 
mentalism will prevail here has 
frightened many members of the edu- 
cated elite. A young professional couple 
in Karachi recently arranged standby im- 
migration visas to Australia so they could 
escape Islamic rule if it does come about. 


Sharif’s ruling party, leaving the Supreme Court in Islamabad on 
Monday after being indicted along with four other legislators for allegedly 
joining a mob that invaded the court in 1997 during a political showdown. 


A Shiite member of Mr. Sharif's cabinet, 
while supporting the constitutional 
amendme nt, has contemplated which 
country would offer the most comfort- 
able exile should Sunni fundamentalists 
win the next election, due in 2002. 

In this political situation, Mr. Sharif 
has vanquished his competitors in the 


Arrest in XJ.S. May Shed Light on China Missile Effort 


By David E. Sanger 

New York Times Service 


WASHINGTON — Federal agents in 
California quietly arrested a Chinese cit- 
izen last week and charged him with 
trying to obtain a component vital to 
missile guidance systems. Officials said 
die arrest shed light on what many in 
Washington say is an effort by China to 
smuggle U.S. technology to improve the 
accuracy of its weapons. 

The Customs Service has yet to make 
a public announcement of the. arrest of 
the man, Yao Yi, but federal officials 
and a criminal complaint filed in U.S. 
District Court in Boston said Mr. yao 
tried to buy fiber-optic gyroscopes from 
a Massachusetts defense contractor. 

After the Stare Department refused to 
approve the dal, Mr. Yao dealt with 
another Boston company, which prom- 
ised to help get the gyroscopes out of the 
United States. But that company was a 
dummy corporation set up as part of a 
sting operation by the Customs Service. 

The news came as Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright arrived Sunday in 
Beijing, where she is likely to complain 
of a missile buildnp by China in her talks 
with leaders there. 

Federal officials are trying to deter- 
mine whether Mr. Yao, who was ar- 
rested while attending a conference on 
fiber optics in San Diego, was working 
as an entrepreneur or as a purchaser for 
the Chinese military. During the trans- 
action, Mr. Yao said he was representing, 
a Beijing company called Lions Photon- 
ics and insisted that the gyroscopes were 
destined for a Chinese university that 
was working on a railroad project. 

While such gyroscopes can indeed be 
used in raihoadprojects, federal officials 
do not believe me story, because an as- 
sociate of Mr. Yao’s said they also were 
seeking infrared sensors, which are com- 
monly used in missiles to detea heat- 
generating targets. 

One federal official said that using 
this kind of gyroscope for a railroad 
project “would be like flying an F-14 to 
the grocery store.” 

The arrest of Mr. Yao. who is believed 


to be 33, came only hours after the 
Clinton administration, in an unrelated 
case, decided to prevent Hughes Elec- 
tronics from exporting to China a $450 

■millio n rammnniratinns satellite, 
ordered by a Singapore consortium with 
links to officers of die People’s Lib- 
eration Army. 

The State and Defense depar tments 
said they feared that the satellite and the 
technology to launch it into precise orbit 
could further improve the accuracy of 
Chinese missiles. 

And as Mr. Yao was being escorted 
into federal court in San Diego on Friday 
for a hearing at which he agreed to be 
transferred to Boston to face charges, the 
Pentagon delivered a report to Congress 
fUt* fling China’s buildup of tactical 
mis siles on the coast facing Taiwan. 

The report concluded that China is 
“still decades” away from being able to 
project military force far beyond its bor- 
ders, but that its cruise and ballistic 
missiles “will give Beijing the ‘credible 
intimidation’ needed to accomplish 
political and military goals without hav- 


ing to rely on overwhelming force-on- 
force superiority.” 

The man identified by authorities as 
an associate of Mr. Yao’s — Collin Xu, 
a Canadian citizen of Chinese origin — 
was arrested two weeks ago in Boston 
after be allegedly took delivery of the 
fiber-optic gyroscopes. He is being held 
without bail. 

Mr. Xu pleaded not guilty and his 
lawyer, Richard Egbert, declined to dis- 
cuss the case, saying, “The facts will 
come out when we develop them. ’ ’ 

According to an affidavit filed in Bos- 
ton by a special agent for the Customs 
Service, Liras Photonics first sought to 
buy four advanced gyroscopes in 
December 1997. Officials familiar with 
the case said the company, which was 
not named in the complaint, was Fiber- 
sense Technology Corp., of Canton. 
Massachusetts. According to the com- 
plaint, the company told the two men 
they would need permission from the 
Sate Department, because the gyro- 
scopes can be exported only with a li- 
cense. 


government and concentrated so much 
power in his own hands in his two years in 
office that critics call him an “elected 
dictator.” His backers maintain that he 
has made efforts to reduce die power of 
officials and military men who lack a 

S atirical mandate, such as the Supreme 
ourt’s chief justice, the army chief of 
staff and the indirectly elected president. 
But the levers of civ ilian government 
have grown so weak that the powerful 
premier has bad to rely more ana more on 
the military. Pakistan's most sable in- 
stitution. Besides fighting crime in Kara- 
chi, fee army has conducted fee national 
census, taken over fee largest power com- 
pany and built roads in fee Punjab. 

A Western observer has described Mr. 
Sharif's dependence on the military as 
“a coup by invitation,'’ while a recent 
book published in India asks if Pakistan 
has become “a withering sate.” 

Abida Hussain, a cabinet member 
who served as ambassador to Wash- 
ington in fee early 1990s, said Mr. Sharif 
had made a pragmatic decision to deploy 
fee army temporarily to deal with serious 
national problems. “I believe the army 
is the best-trained personnel we have.” 
she said. In any case, fee army appears 
unenfeusiastic about its new duties and 
is thought to be uninterested in an out- 
right government takeover, partly be- 
cause the United Sates, which retains 
considerable influence here, would 
strongly object to such a move. 

“1 think there is little chance of the 
army taking over,” said Mr. Ahmad, the 
historian. “But you can never rule it out 
in this country because the warrior class 
has not been tamed by civil institu- 
tions.*’ 
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Manila Shunning - 
Talks With Muslims 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY," 
Philippines — President Joseph Es- 
trada said Monday that he planned, 
to concentrate on economic devel- 
opment instead of peace talks with 
Muslim secessionist rebels after fee 
cancellation of a weekend meeting; 
wife a rebel leader. 

Mr. Estrada said he would not' 
respond to reported warnings from, 
fee Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
that their conflict could expand if 
fee government did not make con- 
cessions. 

“1 will not waste my time an- 
swering what they said. As far as 
I’m concerned, that's it," Mr. Es-‘ 
trada said on the last day of a five- 1 
day swing through the impover- 
ished Mindanao region to press for. 
development projects and efforts to 
end a long Muslim rebellion. 

Mr. Estrada has taken a tougher, 
line in recent days toward both - 
•M uslim s and Communists, who are 
fighting separate rebellions. (AP) 

Organ Transplants : 
Welcomed in Japan 

TOKYO — Japan welcomed the 
success of four weekend organ' 
transplants, heralding a new era m* 
medicine in a nation where a deep 
mistrust of doctors has for decades 
kept such operations unavailable." 

Doctors finished transplanting a 
liver and two kidneys Monday' 
morning, only hours after Japan ’s- 
first heart transplant in 30 years was' 
completed. 

Doctors were watching for pos- 
sible infections and organ rejection." 
But fee operations all went 
smoothly, they said. (AP) 

For the Record 

North Korea rejected reports- 
of 3 million deaths from starvation' 
in the nation as a campaign of lies, 
sowed by South Korea’s intelli- 
gence service. An official spokes-' 
man called fee figure for deaths "a- 
whopping lie.” (Reuters) 

Anwar Ibrahim, the jailefr 
former deputy prime minister in 
Malaysia, said he feared feat fee 
former police chief who assaulted 
him in custody might go unpun-^ 
ished. Abdul Rahim Noor has ad-; 
mitted his role in the beating. ( AP > 
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CATCH ASIA ON THE REBOUND! 


As Asias trade iair 
capital, Hong Kong 
holds a unique position in the regions 
marketplace. 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
the Hong Kong Convention and 
Exhibition Centre focuses world 
arrencion on the upside potential of 
every industry and service sector 
through almost 100 trade lairs and 
exhibitions every year, attracting more 
than two million visitors. 

With its pivotal geographic location, 
huge manufacturing hinterland, world- 
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and advanced services 


sector. Hong Kong is your gateway to 
the huge potential of Asia’s markets. 

Underp inning these advantages are 
Hong Kong’s free port status, open 
market, the rule of law and free 
information flows — all making it 
easier to do business on the Chinese 
mainland and across the region. 

To catch Asia’s markets on the 
rebound, call the HKTDC for 
information on trade fairs and 
exhibitions in Hong Kong. 
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China as a Partner? 


ribune. America and China: Back and Forth to Nowhere 


When the Clinton administration 
.defended its policy of engagement 
with China, it painted a bleak picture 
of the alternative. If America did not 
seek warmer relations, it wanted, that 
Asian giant was more likely to become 
hostile. Democratization and human 
■* rights would suffer. China would not 
cooperate with the United States in 
trouble snots around (he world. 

Well, President Bill Clinton went 
to C hina to promote his “strategic 
partnership,’ ' and look what we have. 
A massive Chinese military buildup 
threatening Taiwan, according to a 
Pentagon report last week. A Chinese 
veto of a United Nations peacekeeping 
operation that had helped stabilize a 
key country in the Balkans, also last 
week. Ch ina intimidating Southeast 
Asian countries in the Spratly Islands; 
threatening the rule of law in Hong 
Kong; undermining U.S. efforts to ob- 
tain access to a suspect North Korean 
construction site; and, according to the 
Washington Times, actually cooper- 
ating with North Korea on its space 
program. While that last allegation re- 
mains unconfirmed, there is no doubt 
about Chinese threats to undermine 
U.S. efforts to stem missile prolifer- 
ation, since the threats were commu- 
nicated by a senior Chinese official. 

And then there is human rights. Be- 
fore the administration's boasts on pro- 
moting openness and democracy in 
China had faded away last year, the 
C ommunis t regime’s latest roundup of 
democrats and dissidents had begun. 
As the State Department stated in its 
annual report on Friday, China's gov- 


ernment “continued to commit wide- 
spread and well-documented human 
rights abuses.’* 

We seem, in other words, to have 
ended with (he worst of both possible 
worlds. By flattering China and slight- 
ing traditional U.S. allies, Mr. Clinton 
has sowed nervousness among the 
Asian democracies whose friendship 
he should most value. Yet his eager- 
ness to win friends in Beijing seems 
not have produced, much improvement 
in the regime's domestic or interna- 
tional behavior. 

These is, therefore, considerable 
cause for anxiety as cabinet- and sub- 
cabinet-level officials troop off to 
China in preparation for the next round 
of summitry. The United States is 
eager to negotiate China's entry into 
the World Trade Organization, but un- 
less China is truly prepared to play by 
international rules, such an early ac- 
cession could be disastrous. At the 
same time, the administration has yet 
to decide whether to support a res- 
olution regarding China’s human 
rights record when the UN Commis- 
sion on Human Rights convenes. With 
its delay, the administration will guar- 
antee that such a resolution will go 
down to defeat 

The U.S. Senate, by a vote of 99 to 0, 
urged the administration to go forward 
with such a resolution, and with good 
reason. President Clinton is right to 
encourage communication with Chi- 
na’s leaders. But the relationship 
should be grounded in reality, not in 
wishful thinking . 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 


Transition in Nigeria 


Olusegun Obasanjo, a former gen- 
eral, will be the next president of Ni- 
geria. according to election results. His 
selection reflects the complexities of 
power in Nigeria today. 

When the country's current leader. 
General Abdu (salami Abobakar, took 
over last June, he promised a transi- 
tion to civilian rule after 15 years of 
disaster under general after general. 
He has kept his promise, but me tran- 
sition is incomplete. Military officers, 
who largely bankrolled Mr. Obas- 
anjo 's candidacy, will continue to 
loom over his government He will 
have to break with them to have any 
success in improving life in Africa's 
most populous nation. 

General Abubakar took power after 
the death of General Sani Abac ha. one 
of the most corrupt and certainly the 
most despotic of Nigeria’s recent mil- 
itary rulers. Their thievery and mis- 
management turned Nigeria, one of the 
world's richest nations during the oil 
boom of the 1970s, into one of die 
world's poorest General Abac ha 
snuffed out political life in this once 
vibrant country, jailing many of his 
rivals, including Mr. Obasanjo. 

In his nine mouths in power. General 
Abubakar reversed much of the political 
crackdown. Most political prisoners are 
now free. Newspapers publish openly. 
This election was the first in many years 
in which the government did not dictate 
the number of parties, although Mr. 
Obasanjo’ s opponent has complained 
about fraud in Saturday's voting. 

General Abubakar’s promises to 
bring corrupt or brutal officers to justice 
have melted away. Some political op- 
ponents jailed on trumped up charges 
are still in jail General Abacha’s de- 


crees muzzling the press are still on the 
books, ami lately some journalists who 
write sensitive stories have been har- 
assed and their publications confis- 
cated. Police have killed protesters, 
with die worst repression in the Delta, 
the country's poorest region despite 
being die source of its oil wealth. 

Many Nigerians hope that Mr. 
Obasanjo’s government will end the 
military’s political role, but this is un- 
likely. Mr. Obasanjo, who was pres- 
ident from 1976 to 1979, is (be only 
military ruler to leave office volun- 
tarily. Yet he is still close to the armed 
forces. Military men finance his party, 
and one of its biggest supporters is 
Ibrahim Babangida, among Nigeria's 
less savory former military rulers. That 
money allowed Mr. Obasanjo to build 
a political machine that won a majority 
in both houses of Parliament in elec- 
tions earlier in February. 

Desperately needed economic re- 
forms and anti-corruption measures 
will anger officers, me main bene- 
ficiaries of the present morass. Re- 
versing the poverty and environmental 
destruction of the Delta is another ur- 
gent task that may be hindered by Mr. 
Obasanjo’s links to the aimed forces, 
which are hated there. Those ties may 
also prevent him from calming ethnic 
tensions. He is a Yoruba from Ni- 
geria’s southwest, but many Yoruba 
distrust him, viewing him as closer to 
die northern army officials who have 
traditionally run Nigeria. 

To have any success in tackling 
these daunting problems, Mr. Oba- 
sanjo must make his government not 
the last stage in a military transition 
but the first stage of full civilian rule. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 


Time for Japan to Pitch In 

Japan knows that, if it wants a per- 
manent Security Council seat, it needs 
to share in the responsibilities of up- 
holding the council's decisions. 

Precisely because of Japan's mil- 
itary past, its government needs to ex- 
plain to opponents at home, as Ger- 
many’s did, that defending democratic 
values sometimes, regrettably, requires 
mili tary means. Most Japanese would 
rather put off such difficult issues until 
a mind-clearing crisis comes along. 
But, as Germany has found, doing more 
dangerous military duties takes careful 
peacetime Reparation and practice. By 
crisis time it is already too late. 

There will always be understand- 
able doubts about a militarily more 
active Japan. But there are two greater 
dangers. One is that, come the next real 
crisis, one of East Asia’ s best equipped 
armed forces will mostly stand aside 
and watch. The second is that if, as a 


result, Japan's alliance with die United 
States did fall apart, Japan would have 
little choice but to arm itself more 
aggressively, including possibly with 
nuclear weapons. Better for Japan to 
learn to work more closely with the 
Americans than to sail forth alone. 

— The Economist (London). 

A Coalition for Israel 

Most Israelis are neither ultra- Or- 
thodox in their contempt for democracy 
nor militantly secular in their contempt 
for tradition. The way to satisfy our 
opposing needs is by minimizing the 
formal controls of religion while en- 
couraging Jewish values in education 
and culture. Secular defenders of de- 
mocracy need to create a coalition with 
moderate religious Zionists that will 
confine the influence of the ultra-Or- 
thodox to their self-imposed ghetto. 

— Yossi Klein Halevi, commenting 
in the Los Angeles Times . 
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H onolulu — a new season m 

U.S. relations with China, the 
emerging power of Asia, is about to 
open. If the past is any guide, the Clin- 
ton administration mil get nowhere, 
with the possible exception of military- 
to- military connections. Even these 
may come under strain unless the 
Chinese are more forthcoming. 

Talks that Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is bolding in 
Beijing this week are to be followed by 
visits by Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky, the ^airman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General Henry Shelton, 
Defense Secretary William Cohen, and 
the commandant of the Marine Corps, 
General Charles Krulak. 

From die day the Clinton admin- 
istration took office in 1993, it has 
swayed like a willow in the wind on 
China policy, with tittle consistent di- 
rection. Today is no different. 

President Bill Clinton was concili- 
atory dining his nine-day trip to China 
last June, coming close to accepting 
Beijing's position on Taiwan, over 
which China claims sovereignty al- 
though the island is independent in all 
but name. Hardly had be arrived back 


By Richard Halloran 

in Washington when the Senate voted, 
92 to 0, to support Taiwan. Since then, 
Energy Secretary Bill Richardson has 
visited Taiwan and called on President 
Lee Teng-hui, while in Washington 
Mr. Clinton met the Dalai lama. Tai- 
wan's chief of the General Staff, Gen- 
eral Tang Fei, met Mr. Cohen in Wash- 
ington, and the United States has con- 
tinued to sell arms to Taiwan. U.S. 
trade officials have said Taiwan should 
be admi tted to the World Trade Or- 
ganization without waiting for China to 
join. All this has been vigorously crit- 
icized by Beijing. 

Not long before beading to Beijing, 
Mrs. Albright gave the Chinese a pub- 
lic tongue-lashing on human rights. 
Last week, Washington canceledthe 
export to China of a commercial satel- 
lite for communications. The Clinton 
administration has been under fire from 
Republicans in Congress who contend 
that the United States is helping to 
strengthen China's armed forces 
through transfer of technology. 

Trade problems are close to erupt- 


ing, China's surplus rose to $56.9 bil- 
lion in 1998 from $49.7 billion the year 
before, making it second only to Japan 
in its trade imb alance with die United 
States. Mis. Barshefsky has so far been 
unable to find a negotiating strategy 
that would force Beijing to begin cor- 
recting that deficit 

Only in military relations has Wash- 
ington made progress, with two 
tbemes. TTie first is to assure China that 
America is not a threat and does not 
seek to contain or repress China- The 
second is to deter the Chinese by mak- 
ing plain that their forces would suffer 
devastating defeat if Beijing chose to 
engage the United States in hostilities. 

As part of this approach, the United 
States has invited 250 senior Chinese 
military officers to U.S. bases in the 
Last three years. This year, according to 
the Pentagon, Chinese officers will 
watch a mass drop of paratroopers from 
the 82d Airborne Division, visit a bal- 
listic missile submarine base, observe 
armored training in the California 
desert, and attend seminars on military 
medicine, logistics and flight safety. 

But Washington is not happy with 
China’s response. Mr. Cohen said re- 


cently that it wanted ‘ ‘complete recipro- 
city” from the Chinese military. 

Admiral Joseph Prueber, who has just 
retired as commander of U.S. forces in 
the Pacific, noted with disapproval that 
be had to pass through several layers of 

bureaucracy to speak directly with se- 
nior Chinese officers. In contrast, he said 
that with other nations it was “a "simple 
process to telephone my colleagues in J 
me ntilitaiy." He also said that the 
United States wanted “to bring younger, 
more junior American and Chinese of- 
ficers together.” If China fails to be 
more open on military issues, the Pen- 
tagon might become more cautious. 

But fundamental c on trasts in per- 
ceptions of the future of Asia could 
cause the most trouble. Admiral Prue- 
her is concerned that Beijing is seeking 
to revive the concept of the Middle 
Kin gdo m, in which fhfria dominates 
Asia. That would clash with the U.S. 
approach of maintaining’ a balance of 
power in the region. 

The writer, a former Asia correspon- 
dent for The New York Times, con- 
tributed this comment ta the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


Washington Panders to Beijing and Patronizes New Delhi 


G STAAD, Switzerland — If Amer- 
ica’s Asia policy were a movie, 
China would be cast in the part of the 
favored elder child, who the audience 
knows is a rogue but who can do no 
wrong in the eyes of the parents. India 
would be the younger, morally superior 
sibling, a bit of a nag, who strives in 
vain for approval. By the end of the 
film, the family would have narrowly 
averted some tragedy and everyone 
would be reconciled through medit- 
ation and acupuncture. 

Unfortunately, the dangerous sce- 
nario setting itself up in Asia is no 
movie. It is real life in the real world. 

Indian government officials, policy 
analysts and military and business lead- 
ers I met recently in New Delhi are 

S uite rightly puzzled and frustrated by 
le double standard that the United 
States applies in the region. Why, they 
wonder, does America pander to China, 
the world's largest authoritarian state, 
and patronize India, the world's largest 
democracy? 

The prickly U.S. -Indian relationship 
only got worse when New Delhi con- 
ducted its nuclear tests last May. Now, 
eight rounds of talks between U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Tal- 
bott and Indian External Affairs Min- 


By Stanley A. Weiss 


ister J as want Singh have led to a four- 
step U.S. proposal for lifting economic 
sanctions imposed after the explosions. 
Washington wants India to stop all nu- 
clear testing, halt production of fissile 
material, halt missile testing and 
strengthen export controls. 

But India , u nlik e China, has never 
shared its nuclear technology with an- 
other nation. 

Defense Minister George Fernandes 
told me: “We have announced that we 
will not test any more nuclear weapons. 
We have stated clearly a ‘no first use’ 
strategy. We are ready to participate in 
negotiations for a Fissile Materials 
Cutoff Treaty. And we will continue 
stringent controls on our nuclear and 
weapons technology. 

“However, we intend to keep testing 
until we are satisfied that we have a 
dependable medium-range, 3,000-kilo- 
meter missile, a credible minimum de- 
terrent. 1 would ask President Clinton 
only one question: 'Why do you feel 
you can trust China with nuclear 
weapons but you cannot trust India?’ ” 

China has stepped up its nuclear and 
ballistic missile capabilities. Russia 


and the United States intend to dis- 
mantle the most destabilizing nuclear 
weapons, their intercontinental ballist- 
ic missiles with multiple warheads, but 
China continues developing them. 

China has a minim um nf 400 nn clear 

warheads and is building at least 20 
mobile ICBMs topped with one-mega- 
ton warheads that can target any Indian 
(or American) city. 

Unlike India, which never joined the 
nonproliferation treaty, China made a 
binding international commitment not 
to assist any non-nuclear weapons 
states, yet it continued to help Pakistan 
in developing its nuclear weapon and 
ballistic missile programs. 

Washington has largely tamed a 
blind eye to this and other Chinese 
violations of die treaty, while sticking 
to the letter of the la w in denying India 
access to critical safety-related equip- 
ment and spare parts for its aging, haz- 
ardous civilian nuclear power plants. 

China appears to want a modem ver- 
sion of the Middle Kingdom to which 
all other Asians will have co bow. Be- 
sides hemming Tnriia in with a nuclear 
Pakistan to die west, it has stockpiled 
nuclear weapons in Tibet, just across 
India's northern border. To the east, it 
is providing military and economic aid 


to Burma for espionage operations 
against India. 

Some experts see a systematic effort 
to gain a military toehold in the Bay of 
Bengal, the Andaman Sea, the Goff of 
Thailand and the South China Sea in 
order to control the Malacca Strait, 
through which more than one-sixth of 
world trade passes. 

A strong, nonaggressive India would 
be a counterweight to China. 

Washington appears ready to accel- 
erate efforts to develop a new partner- 
ship with India based on what the two 
great nations have in common; a demo- 
cratic political tradition and a legitimate 
fear of any erne nation dominating Asia. 
Mr. Talbott recently said: “India can 
continue to serve as an i mp ortant re- 
minder to China that democracy is not 
only possible but also necessary.” 

If the United States wants a stray- 
book ending in its relationship with 
China and India, all three nations will 
have to work for it, not just sit back and 
wait for the closing credits to roll. 

The writer is founder and chairman 
af Business Executives for National Se- 
curity, an organization of US. business 
leaders. He contributed Ms comment 
to the International Herald Tribune. 


W ARSAW — Everything 
is going according to the 
plans and wishes of Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

On the Kosovo negotiation 
front, his envoys to Rambouil- 
let made small concessions but 
stuck to their position of not 
letting foreign troops meddle 
inside Yugoslavia. This tough 
stance could have backfire), 
without a helping hand from die 
Kosovo Albanians. 

Their obstinate refusal to 
sign what the international me- 
diators put before them in effect 
erased the threat of NATO air 
strikes against Serbia (for what 
die threat was worth). 

Or perhaps Mr. Milosevic 


By Anna Husarska 


wanted air strikes? They might 
have strengthened his role as a 
Slavic David who defies die 
imperialist Goliath. 

Other Milosevic successes 
have been more strictly do- 
mestic, easily overlooked in the 
West but important because, as 
every dictator of East and West 
knows, weeding out the demo- 
cratic sprouts is a condition for 
a good grip on power. 

The easiest job was to uproot 
potential dissent in the uni- 
formed ranks. With a stroke of 
a pen, the bead of state security, 
Jovica Stanisic, was sacked last 
October and the chief of staff of 


the Yugoslav, General Mom- 
cilo Pensic, in November. 

Students and teachers, par- 
ticularly at Belgrade Univer- 
sity, were a constant annoyance 
from 1992 on, and especially 
after the street protests of 1996- 
1997. These people are a po- 
tential greenhouse fra future 
opposition. But when the ultra- 
right-wing Vojislav Seselj of 
the Radical Party joined die 
Milosevic family coalition last 
spring as a. deputy prime min- 
ister, be made sure that order 
was swiftly re-established. 

A law on higher education 
passed in May turned univer- 


What Thailand Needs Is Reflation 


B ANGKOK — The drub- 
bing that Thailand has re- 
ceived in the past 18 months 
from the markets and the IMF 
has left it lacking confidence 
to move boldly to restart its 
economy. The Thai experi- 
ence is important for die re- 
covery of all of Asia, and has 
lessons for a Europe still fight- 
ing the last anti-inflation war. 

It has become a truism that 
Thailand has done most of the 
right things to regain foreign 
confidence, including follow 
some ill-conceived policies. 
This is reflected in the partial 
recovery of the stock market, 
currency stability and lower 
interest rates. With South Ko- 
rea, Thailand is supposed to be 
the furthest down the road to- 
ward Asian recovery. 

The reality is less benign. 
The absolute bottom for the 
economy is probably close at 
hand, but there is now a strong 
likelihood that the hoped for 
V-shaped recovery will not 
happen. Instead the economy 
win be dead in the water for at 
least a year. Fra others the 
process will be longer. 

Such stagnation carries the 
danger that the social cohe- 
sion that T hailan d has SO far 
shown win begin to crack. 
Already the farmers are res- 
tive. Another year of no 
growth, and populism could 

gain ground against intern a- 
tionalist, modernist forces. 

Last year, agricultural out- 
put and prices were firm, sus- 
taining rural incomes at a time 
when the urban economy was 
collapsing. This year, farm in- 
comes are being hurt by low 
world prices and drought 
Prices of almost all exports 
have continued to fall, otfset- 


By Philip Bowring 

ting any volume gains that may 
have crane from devaluation. 

Interest rates have fallen 
dramatically, but with infla- 
tion at zero a prime rate of 10 
percent is still very high. 

Banks remain reluctant to 
lend, and with capacity util- 
ization rates in industry at 
around 50 percent there is scant 
scope fra private investment 

The government has real- 
ized the need fra fiscal stim- 
ulus. It has IMF approval for a 
budget deficit of 5 percent of 
GDP. But bureaucratic inertia 
is delaying spending. 

Some tax cuts are being 
contemplated. The Ministry 
of Finance is debating the rel- 
ative merits of income, cor- 
porate and value-added tax re- 
ductions. But caution reigns. 
For example, there seems to 
be scam nope that the VAT 
increase from 7 to 10 percent 
decreed by the IMF in 1997 
will be fully reversed. 

Given the depth of the Thai 
slump, the problems of the 
private sector, the modest size 
of government debt and the 
still huge demands for better 
rural infrastucture, a 5 percent 
fiscal deficit is hardly alarm- 
ing. In Europe, 3 percent is 
almost the norm. A signifi- 
cantly bigger deficit would 
spur employment and growth. 

Old worries about inflation, 
public debt and currency val- 
ues hinder response to today’s 
actual situation: deflation, a 
huge and unnecessary current 
account surplus, and an ex- 
change rate that is more help- 
ful to those with foreign debts 
than to exporters’ cash flow. 


A return of moderate in- 
flation and of monetary 
growth caused by debt mon- 
etization is desirable. 

The outside world's main 
concerns with Thailand now 
are with passage through Par- 
liament of reforms such as 
new bankruptcy and foreign 
ownership laws. These are 
significant fra the markets, 
but far less important than the 
macroeconomic issues. They 
demonstrate again the West- 
ern obsession with financial 
issues rather than the real 
economy. 

Praise for Thailand has not 
been matched by recognition 
of the extent of the difficulties 
ahead. The European Union, 
unlike Japan, has done nothing 
to advance the orderly foreign 
debt restructuring that would 
make fiscal stimulus less con- 
troversial Nor is there much 
recognition of the damage be- 
ing done to Asia by weak ex- 
port prices for commodities as 
well as manufactures. 

For its own longer-term 
good as well Asia’s, me West 
needs to take a much more 
active approach to debt prob- 
lems ana to making reflation 
the main goal of IMF/Worid 
Bank policies in the region. It 
makes little sense for the West 
to blame Japan fra its failure 
to reflate when it does nothing 
to assist the smaller countries 
of the region to do so. 

Hypocritical lectures about 
financial transparency are no 
substitute for encouragement 
of countries like Thailand to 
press fra renewed growth 
while keeping markets open. 
Excessive caution all around 
is prolonging the Asian crisis. 

huemtuitmal Herald Tribune. 


sides into state institutions, thus 
putting an raid to their dan- 
gerous autonomy. True, (he 
philology, law and electrical en- 
gineering faculties in Belgrade 
protested, and strikes were 
called. Mr. Milosevic drew 
back, on minor issues, calmed 
die hotheads, and now all is 
quiet an the education front 

He did not have to copy the 
Burmese dictators who simply 
closed the universities — the 
logic being that when there are 
no students there are no student 
protests. 

More troublesome for Mr. 
Milosevic was the uncontrolled 
flow of information and opin- 
ion. Journalists of print and 
electronic media were poking 
their noses into his reign, re- 
porting on such tasteless things 
as massacres in Bosnia or 
Kosovo, discussing vague con- 
cepts such as human rights, and 
taking advantage of the mag- 
nanimous attitude of the Yugo- 
slav police. 

Back during the protests two 
years ago, Radio B92, for in- 
stance was really pushing it Its 
director, Veran Marie, em- 
boldened others, and soon cit- 
izens wanted uncensored news. 
This was not to be tolerated. 

Again Mr. Seselj ’s presence 
on board turned out to be useful 
In October, using the excuse of 
the threat of NATO air strikes, 
he had one more law adopted by 
the obedient Parliament, and 
the press was reined in. Only 
the docile media are free to 
operate. The others can be har- 
rassed ai a whim. 


Police were sent to upstaxt 
newspapers. Some folded (such 
as Nasa Borfaa). Others had to 
turn to printers in Croatia (Ev- 
ropljanin) or Monienegrd 
(Dbevni Telegraf). Radio and 
television stations are now for- 
bidden to rebroadcast foreign^ 
supplied material, and 
burdened with high taxes. 

A third and fortunately least 
strong element standing ‘be- 
tween Mr. Milosevic and total 
power was political opposition. 
Zajedno, the coalition -forged in 
the 1996-1997 street protests, 
bad the courtesy to collapse 
by itself. But Milan Panic, the 
former federal prime minister 
and Milosevic adversary from 
the 1992 elections, re-emerged 
as head of another opposition 
coalition, called Alliance for 
Change. 

As a wealthy enterpreneur 
with a U.S. passport, Mr. Panic 
seemed to be beyond reach. But 
no. His company, ICN Jugo- 
slavije, a sister enterprise to 
California-based ICN Pharma- 
ceuticals, was taken over and 
declared de-privatized. • 

Now Mr. Panic sues auBl, 
wants to move his company to^ 
Montenegro. Busy 'with legal 
actions, he will stay safely 
away from playing politics. 

Mr. Milosevic's subjecte-cit- 
izens are slowly forgetting the 
taste of freedom, as the world 
looks on in silence. ■ 

The writer is a fellow at the 
Media Studies Center in New 
York. She contributed this to ' the 
International Herald Tribune.. ' 


IN OUR PAGES; 100,75 AND 50 YEARS AGO’ 


1899: China Affairs 

LONDON — A Morning Post 
leader says: “The European 
Concert is required to admin- 
ister the affairs of China. It is for 
Great Britain to take die lead in 
the matter. Her interests require 
it, her traditions support it, and 
her methods are in favor with 
honest officials in Peking.” 

1924: Foreign Villains 

NEW YORK — Com plaint 
cranes from abroad that m the 
A meric an films die American 
man always is the hero while the 
villain is a foreigner. Mexico 
more or less formally protested 
some time ago against the policy 
of always making the “bad 
man" a “greaser” from below 
die Rio Grande. Japan, too, has 
felt ill-treated by some of th e 
films. Englishmen are said to be 
cast as to faring something of 
contempt upon mem. Yet Amer- 
ican producers do not want to 


make all their villains Ameri- 
cans, for then the world would 
get the impression that this cqun-«j 
try is far too full of villains. : 

1949; Prize for Pound 

NEW YORK — [The Herald 
says in an Editorial:] In awhrd 1 
ing a prize to Ezra Pound fof the 
best poetry published in 1948; 
thejodges were aware “that ob- 
jections may be marie to award 1 
ing a raize to a man situated as is 
BA 1 . Pound.” Mr. Pound Is un- 
der indictment fra treasbu. 
Charged - with broadcasting Ax* 
is propaganda daring tire wax; 
he has been adjudged income 
petent to stand trial and is now 
m a mental hospital But these 
facts cannot alter the 'quality' of 
Ms poetry.’ The judges reaf£ 
firmed the principle that thtS 
value of art is independent of th6 
moral character of foe individu- 
al who produces it, whether Mr! 
Pound is guilty or innocent or 
whether he- is sane or htsamf- 
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Americans May Gripe 
But Taes Are Low 
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iL^sktoBmnfrlr^ ^ as ™ fisses can be smpris- 
Jxmgrcssional complex and require 

^te^Uasrigc?. 

^ectedbwjS^w™ T„^'S !mSp f ctlonoftlie 
ouioQmmZ^^ v * study, by 

drmnfajt en> fee Center on Budget and 

SlWr^'t; POliC ? Pd0rilfcs 

at read high reveals several problems. 

d ^ The foundation’s tax mea- 

sure does not include adjS 

Ajnei^famih- meats for popular deductions 

A'S.tMS 

R^ajastaiwatod 

roOR*^?? gesrated in pension contributions and 
19 ?^ hl8hestyelcver - heahh insurance. 

But the secon claim is The study also imputes 

ESSL? 1 /?^ * SOme estate-tax fiability to the 

pajonty of Amecan fund- typical two-earner house- 


mm,: I 


The foundation’s tax mea- 
does not include adjust- 
ments for popular deductions 
hfce child credits or flexible 
spending accounts. The mea- 
sure of income overlooks 
pension contributions and 
health insurance. 

The study also 

some estate-tax liability to the 

typical two-earner house- 



The Unspoken Art of Cablese 


^ a * ow OT 316 hold* even though only a tiny 
Pmportion— 15 percent — 
fif to 30^rs. Over- of people who die face any 

£J»tax paymen have nsen estate tax liability. The foun- 
perause the nefaave gotten dation adds rorpor ate Twt< *s to 
richer at an inressive rate families’ tax burdens but does 
find because tik have faced not add corporate earidngs to 
ptgner tax ratesue to policy families' income, 
changes in 1996nd 1993. Other studies that avoid 
< Tax-cut adv dates like to these flaws yield dramatically 
Jreport that theypical two- different cooclnsions about 
earner family«j>jd nearly 40 family tax burdens, 
percent of its r^hpe in taxes A Treasury Department 

year. This Him has ac- study, n«dng a methodology 
^liptired a life of > own, but it that has not changed over the 

Sc flaiuarl nnJtnriUi ...» _r » , 


5s flawed and astly over- 
states tax bore s faced by 
most honseholt 
I The misleai g estimate 
comes from a ndy by the 
Tax Fo n n Hafi rs a Washing- 
ton research or tiMtion that 
tracks tax poIi<P 
t In fairness,' e conceptual 
issues sunounJog what is a 
“tax” or “inene” and bow 
ito deter mine no bears die 
•ultimate, btzrdeof taxes oaid 


tly over- course of several administra- 
faced by tions, shows that across a 
wide range of income levels, 
estimate federal income taxes as a 
ty by the share of earnings are down. 
Washing- A four-person family with 
ationthat e arnin gs of about $55,000 


r rization that e arnin gs of about $55,000 
will pay 75 percent of that 
; conceptual amount in federal income 
ig what is a taxes in 1999, the lowest rate 
re” and how since 1966. For families with 
10 bears die e arnings half as large, the 
of taxes paid 1999 income tax rate is the 


lowest since 1955. Families 
with earnings of almost 
$110,000, who are in the top 
10 percent of the income dis- 
tribution, will pay a projected 
1999 income tax burden of 
14.1 percent, die lowest rate 
since 1972. 

Adding Social Security and 
Medicare tax^s to the Treas- 
ury income tax estimates 
raises the estimated tax bur- 
den, but does not change the 
conclusion that taxes are low 
relative to previous years. 

Congressional Budget Of- 
fice estimates show that, for 
households in the bottom 60 
percent of die income distri- 
bution, the burden of all fed- 
eral taxes is at a 20-year low. 
Only among the top 20 per- 
cent of households did total 
federal taxes rise in the last 15 
years, and only back to the 
levels of the 1970s. 

The Joint Tax Committee 
estimates federal burdens that 


j Herrs How to Spend the Surplus 


By William S afire 


W ASH 
gover 
fourth of th< 

jjHiiid; thic i» 

< This year 
best analyze 
| “Unless 
'writes Dav 
buildup of 
jB adding w 
4nto the a 


WrTON ■‘-t A half- century ago, 
rtent at all levels controlled a 
IS. economy. Today it is up to a 
le wrong direction, ■- 
rough handling of tax relief was 
by an economist-humorist: _ 
meriting is done — and soon,” 
3 any, “to relieve the massive 
cess tax receipts, die Treasury 
explode and release its. contents 
isphere, forming an immense 


fcloudofmjey.” 

; He addeJ “If the wind were to shift, die 
money cdnfall back to Earth, where some of 
it could, cceivably, wind up — > this is 
referred tdn top-secret apveznment doeg? 
meats as ‘TSJDoomsda/S&narfw^-tiaCk a 
thefxafiids ipxpayeis.” 

With dieovexnment awash in the profits of 
prosperityyhy has there been no American 
jaxpayers’rpolt — no demand that a chunk of 
die surplme left in the pocket of its source? 

. One reap is that maintaining today* s high 
jate of taxion is being falsely sold as “sav- 
ing Sociaiecurity” — as if we were squir- 
reling aw(the decades of anticipated surplus 
-/or die brrners’ rainy day. 
v./ But thirust fend is always on loan to the 
Treasury^ is a pocket-switching business 
*hat doetiot deal with real refrain, which 
would bto. raise the next generation’s re- 
tirement 


Anott reason for the unrevolt is that 
much of e suddenly discovered bonanza in 
Rosy Scfario’s “projected surplus” could 

■ the n ational debt. 

like that; it means that when 
borrowing is needed to send 
jmer-geezexs, interest rates 
e lower. . . . 

tith reality. If two-thuds of 
[marked for debt payment, 
otis likely? 

Clinton would veto a one- 
■cent rate cot, while his array 
>les would not be passed. 
the marriage penalty. 
ttives argue rightly thatgov- 
not discourage marriage, 
tie making $ 100 j 000 each 
have tpay up to an additional $10,000 a year 


There; that _ would comfort the over- 
burdened taxpayer. Let’s keep moving on. 
The New York Tima. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Wdd Bank’s Role 

/banting " Economic 

Grath Requires GoodCav- 
emsce" ( Opinion , Feb. 26) 
by bn Dae Jung and James 
O. Iptfensohn: 

. It. WoHensohn, as p rcs- 
f the Wold, Baltic, 

S > js committed to the 

ainst poverty. Sera 
it Asia the policies of 
over the fiasf couple 


thejeonomies ofThailand, Id- 
-*d(£aTsouth Korea, Deither 
jS/orld Bank not m- 
vrfng community showed 
u3S in creating transpar- 
ent accountable public msfr- 
fntln c, accessible courts, er- 
fcqve bankruptcy 
sood securities a^i strong 

a-.-gg saa 

SSKSWS'tt: 


fas is unstable and will os- 
cillate with ever-increasing 
anylitude nntil the system 
breaks down. 

Wides^ead local corrup- 
tion was only a minor con- 
tributor both to the buildup 
ay! the downfall of East Asia. 
As a result, the remedy of 
transparency proposed by the 
international institutions 
would not solve increased 
poverty brought on by glob- 
alization. What is required is 
responsible local government 
to look after the public in- 
terest by controlling the rate 
and direction of capital flows 
into and out of the country, 
thereby achieving the stabil- 
ity of fee economy. 

H- MEYERHOFF. 

Geneva. 

Britain and Slavery 

Regarding "Britain Con- 
fronts Police Altitudes , m 
* Rodney King Without the 
Video' '* (Feb. 23): . - 

The reporter, Sarah Lyall, 
oversimplifies greatly when 
she says feat there is no “his- 
tory of slavery” in England. 
It is true feat there were no 
slaves maintained on English 
soil proper, bui at fee height 
of trafficking m African 
slaves, fee English were 
among *e most active 
traders. The trade was trian- 


gular, wife ships often start- 
ing from British ports and 
heading for Africa’s Atlantic 
coast, where goods were ex- 
changed for slaves. Slaves 
were then taken to fee British 
West Indies or fee Americas. 
Britain may not ever have had 
slaves working within its bor- 
ders, but this is not tire same 
as having no history of 
slavery. 

ELIZABETH OGATA. 

Tokyo. 

Greece and the Kurds 

Regarding "Greece Needs 
to Explain” ( Editorial , Feb. 
27): 

Greece’s policy on fee 
Kurdish issue is consistent. 
The Greek government has 
always denied giving any mil- 
itary assistance to the PKK- — | 
and so far no reliable evidence 
suggest otherwise. The Greek 
government has also strenu- 
ously avoided making the 
Kurdish issue another flash- 
point wife Turkey. Prime 
Minister Costas Simitis re- 
fused Abdullah Ocalan 
asylum in Greece, but, like fee 
Indian government, could not 
support his extradition to Tur- 
key, which would have been 
tantamount to condemning a 
man to death without trial 
JOHN C. C ARRAS. 

London. 


are even lower than those es- 
timated by fee Congressional 
Budget Office. 

These studies suggest that 
a reasonable estimate is that 
all federal, state and local 
taxes account far about 26 
percent to 30 percent of in- 
come far finTiiHas in fee 
middle fifth of the in ranu*. 
distribution. This figure over- 
states the true tax burden, 
though, because about two- 
fifths of the total represents 
Social Security and Medicare 
contributions that entitle 
workers to future benefits. 

Many families pay sub- 
stantially less: A ramify of 
four can Mm more than 
$28,200, or about $540 per 
week, and pay no federal in- 
come taxes. 

American tax burdens are 
also low compared with those 
in other industrialized coun- 
tries — among the 20 largest 
in 1996, fee United States had 


fee lowest ratio of taxes to 

gross domestic producL 

Ultimately, whether Amer- 
icans are overtaxed is a judg- 
ment r ail. The measure of ap- 
propriate tax levels depends 
on many factors, including an 
analysis of how the money is 
used. But the evidence speaks 
clearly in at least two dimen- 
sions: The vast majority of 
American families pay 
nowhere near 40 percent of 
income in taxes, and they for- 
feit a smaller share of their 
income to taxes today than 
they would have in fee past 
with the same income. 

Advocates might have oth- 
er reasons to urge a cut in tax 
rates, but the debate over their 
plans should begin with facts 
rather than fantasy. 

The writer, a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, 
contributed this comment to 
the Los Angeles Times. 


W ASHINGTON — We 
are famously invent- 
ive in finding the language 
we need — and in discard- 
ing words and even lan- 
guages when they are no 
longer useful. A good deal 
of fee inventiveness is driv- 
en by technological change, 
though remnants of the old 
era sorvive. 

For example, virtually no 
one dials a telephone any- 
more — yon punch num- 
bers. Yet we stubbornly 
stick to the term “dial.” 

But fee saddest tale of all 
is how technological pro- 
gress has essentially killed 
off a distinguished old lan- 
guage known as cablese. 

As in cable and esc. 
Cablese was invented by for- 
eign correspondents for wire 
services and newspapers in 
the days when there were no 
computer satellite systems 
and no fax machines. To 
send your story home, all 
you had were slow and dif- 
ficult telegraphic cable of- 
fices. Cablese was invented 
to save money. It was about 
the never-ending war be- 
tween the clerk behind fee 
Western Union desk and fee 
journalist over what consti- 
tuted a single word. 

Daniel Schorr, a com- 
mentator at National Public 
Radio , says that cablese was 
bom of “constant struggle 
to save nickels.” 

Since the telegraphic 
companies charged by the 
word, one trick was to try to 
turn two words into one. The 
broader trick was to scrunch 
thnngbrs together in a small 


just to have children in wedlock. That is anti- 
famfly; and it is time to stop it 

An equal reduction of everybody’s rates, 
shaving only a couple of percentage points off 
fhefortyish top rate. 

This is part of what economic conserva- 
tives urge to keeg> fee boom booming. If it 
benefits the top third most, that is because the 
top third pays most of die taxes and would use 
feat money most productively — saving, buy- 
ing, investing, employing. That system has 
left the redistributive wand far behind. 

Some progress on “death to the death tax.” 

By confiscating 55 percent of your savings 
beyond a certain amount when yon die, the 
government punishes yon for saving for your 
ghikteffiiRK poheynowsfiys^ Yotrcan’^take - 
-ft ahd*yfiu tah'flearvdT it betudd, so 

spend it. But most Americans, and not just the 
rich ones, think that you should be able to 
leave most of what you save to your kids. A 
reduction of tbe estate tax to the percentage of 
the top income rate is considered fair. 

Such a package of tax cuts might be dif- 
ficult to vote against Vice President A1 Gore 
would think twice before opposing iL It does 
not have fee sweeping benefit of the historic 
1986 reforms, but today’s Senate Finance 
Committee does not have Bob Packwood and 
Bill Bradley to conceive a daringly simple and 
fair plan and to build a surprise coalition. 

Presented wife such a modest but sensible 
package worked out in fee Congress, what 
would Mr. Clinton do? 

My guess is that he woald declare victory 
on “poreserving the surplus" and averting the 
full lOpercentacxoss-tite-board rate cut, scrap 
his unsalable retirement entitlement and cut a 
deal on tbe sartorial tax reductions. 

The anticipated Clinton price for tax cuts: 
Let's take a $200 billion slice of ouf projected 
pie in fee sky , and let me plan to spend half on 
education while yon spend half on defense. 

Would Democrats in Congress go along wife 
this sort of a tax-budget deal? The education 
lobby would like it; California could use fee 
anti-missile money; some creative credit could 


Hearing 

improves 

vision. 


By E J- Dionne Jr. 

number of words. This was 
done wife fee liberal use of 
Latin prefixes (ex-, pro-) — 
and some inventiveness. 

You could not just put 
fereewordstogefeer and 
have fee cable company 
count them as one. They 
won too smart for that. ‘ ‘The 

MEANWHILE 

whole art of cablese was 
taking two words and turn- 
ing them around and making 
one,” Mr. Schorr explains. 

One of his personal fa- 
vorites is a cable from an 
editor to a reporter who was 
filing far too many words on 
a particular event Tbe ed- 
itor’s way of shutting the 
reporter down was this two- 
word cable: PROCHRIS- 
SAKEOFFLAY. 

Mr. Schorr, by fee way, 
believes that one of the few 
words of cablese that has 
entered the popular lan- 
guage is DOWNPLAY. 

Mike Keats, managing 
editor of Inter Press Service 
and a veteran of 30 years ai 
United Press International, 
offers some examples. 

Instead of saying, long- 
windedly, “I am leaving Jo- 
hannesburg and going to 
Nairobi,” you’d cable your 
boss: EYE EXJOBURGING 
NA3ROBIWARD. Three 
words instead of eight. 
(“EYE” was always used in 
place of “I” so it wouldn’t 
get lost or be confused wife a 
number.) To report that fee 


queen had just given birth to 
a new baby girt, the eco- 
nomical way to do it was: 
QUEEN DAUGHTERED. 

A famous angry cable 
from a repqrter to an editor 
began: "UPSTICK JOB," 
and then suggested where 
the job could be stuck, using 
fee -ward formulation after 
an anatomical reference. 

Mr. Keats tells of an ex- 
change of cables between 
Evelyn Waugh and his ed- 
itor about a British nurse 
thought to have been killed 
by an explosion in Ethiopia 
in mid- 1930s. The editor 
wanted a story and sent 
Waugh the following: 
“NEED 200 WORDS 
UPBLOWN NURSE.” But 
it turned out the nurse in 
question was alive and well 
Waugh replied: “NURSE 
UNUPBLOWN.” 

Sometimes, cables were 
simply fun. A reporter had 
failed to note fee age of 
Hastings Kamuzu Banda, 
president of what was then 
Nyasaland. His editor wrote: 
“HOW OLD BANDA.” 

The reporter answered: 
“OLD BANDA FINE 
HOW YOU.” 

Anne Zosy, a former ed- 
itor at The New York Times, 
says “ un* ’-formulations 
were very useful to editors. 
A cable to a reporter that 
read “UNFIND STORY" 
or “UNSITE STORY" 
might translate: “Where fee 
hell is your story ?" The way 
to tell a correspondent not to 
file anything was to declare: 
“UNNEED STORY." 

The Washington Post. 
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JfitCHANGEL 

Jjt Robert Harris. 373 pages. $24.9S. 
■Random House. 

Reviewed by Jonathan Yardley 


R obert Harris's thud novel — - 
like its Dredecessois.“Fafeerland" 


. iv like its predecessors,* ‘Fatherland” 
.and “Enigma” — is a gratifying re- 
minder that it is possible to write popular 
fiction with intelligence and grace. 

Though scarcely as lush and convo- 
luted as die work of John le Carre in its' 
high period, ‘‘Archangel” shares an im- 
plicit understanding that books regarded 
mere entertainment can be serious, 
can consider weighty themes within the 
conventions of die espionage novel or 
the thriller. 

‘‘Archangel” honors those conven- 
: tions faithfully. It is die story of a 
•rumpled, alcoholic British historian's 
i discovery of what he believes to be the 
-secret papers of Joseph Stalin, and of a 
long sequence of suspenseful, occasioo- 
'-ally violent events that this discovery 
■ initiates. But “Archangel” is also a ru- 
. miration on the past as it always exists in 
r-thfe present, on how, as the historian puts 
iC.”you can’t make sense of the present 
unless a part of you lives in the past” 

- - The man’s name is Christopher Rich- 
• ard Andrew Kelso, but he is known to all 
as Fluke, for he has at various times been 
the beneficiary of “a lucky stroke,” “an 


unexpected success.” One of these was 
his authorship of what became an in- 
fluential bock on the transformation of 
the Soviet Union into the new Russia. 
Now he has come to Moscow for a con- 
ference called " ‘Confronting the Past 1 : 
An International Symposium oa the 
Archives of the Russian Federation.” 

There he is accosted by an old man, Papn 
Rapava, who many years ago was a body- 
guard in the service of Lavrenti Ben a, 
head of the secret police under Stalin, and 
who now tells Kelso a remarkable story. 

In March 1953, be says, he was 
ordered by Beria to Stalin's dacha out- 
side Moscow, where the two men found 
the dictator in his final agonies. Beria 
went alone into Stalin's office, emerging 
an hour later with “a small legthy 
satchel stuffed with something — pa- 
pers. certainly, but there might have been 
other objects.” They went outdoors, 
where Beria ordered Rapava to dig a hole 
in the frozen ground and bury the satchel, 
which he put inside a metal toolbox. 

After mis, events move with speed: 
Stalin's death. Beria’s rise and rapid fell, 
Rapava’ s exile for a decade and a half in 
Siberia. 

In the 1990s. be decides that it is time 
to tell what he knows, and chooses as die 
recipient of this information Kelso, who 
has quit his Oxford lectureship, moved to 
New York, and watched his career spin 
downhill in a haze of alcohol and lust 


Though Rapava tells Kelso a great 
deal he declines to be specific about the 
location of the buried papers. Thus Kel- 
so begins the search on his own, in the 
process finding hmmglf drawn into the 
middle between the new secret police, 
who are trying to protect the shaky 
quasi-democratic government now in 

power, and the Stalinist recidivists, led 
by one Vladimir Mamantov, whose 
dream is the restoration not merely of the 
old Communist order but of Stalinism 
itself 

Kelso is shocked to discover that this 
dream is shared by at least 10 million 
Russians, all clinging to their Stalinist 
loyalties despite overwhelming evi- 
dence that his regime was the bloodiest 
in human history, far bloodier even than 
that of Adolf Hitler. 

Harris introduces innumerable char- 
acters, all of them convincing, and the 
narrative speeds toward its climax on the 
outskirts of the far northern port city of 
ArchangeL There be confronts the living 
legacy of Stalin, and finds the past all too 
vividly in die present Though Harris 
takes considerable liberties with history , 
they are not frivolous in the manner of 
television “docudramas.” 

He has important things to say, and he 
says them welL Into the bargain. 
‘‘Archangel” is immensely entertain- 
ing. 

Washington Post Service 


Khatemi’s Reformers 
Dominate Iran Voting 


briefly 


Menem Rules Out 
Bid for a 3d Term 


Howard Schneider 

Washington Post Service 


TEHRAN — Reformers allied wife 
the moderate President Mohammed 
Khatemi have won a convincing victory 
in Iranian municipal elections, an out- 
come that analysts say should strengthen 
fee country’s budding movement toward 
democracy and assist the president's 
straggle against Iranian conservatives. 

Papers here reported Monday that 
wife 20 of an anticipated 25 milli on 
votes counted. President Khatami's sup- 
porters were winning fee majority of 
seats on city and village councils 


lished. The Khatemi strategists felt the 
elections would create a new class of 
elected officials with a vested interest in 
local-level politics, and loyal to his 
move toward a civil society. Despite a 
largely unsuccessful effort to remove 
Mr. Noori and some other reformers 
from the ballot, fee election appeared to 


run smoothly, with few allegations of 
fraud and onlyone or two comparatively 


throughout fee country. 
In Tehran, an impoi 


In Tehran, an important barometer 
because of its size arid political power, 
allies of the president were expected to 
win as many as 12 of the 15 local seats. 


Leading fee ballot in die city was 
bdullah Noori. a liberal cleric who was 


CHESS 


By Robert Byrne 


V ISWANATHAN AN AND played 
aggressively at fee Hoogoven In- 


-V aggressively at fee Hoogoven In- 
ternational Tournament in 


- JVijk-aan-Zee, fee Netherlands, as ex- 
emplified by his last-round victory over 
the Bulgarian grandmaster Vessehn To- 
palov. A speculative pawn sacrifice be- 
. guiled a tough opponent 
. . - Fifteen years ago, 6 f3 in fee Najdorf 
. Sicilian was just a forelom footnote, but 
. lately it has sprang up all over. White 
• anchors his oeater and plans to use fee 
. advantage in space that his e4 pawn 
gives him to attack the black king 



SICILIAN DEFENSE 
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Black 

Wfaita 

Blade 

, Anand 

Topalov 

Aaand 

Topalov 

,■ .lei 

cS 

21 B<M 

K1S 

r 2 NT3 

dS 

22 Rbgl 
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• “ - 3 d4 
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cd 
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Nb3 

5 Nc3 
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as cb 

Kf8 

6 E3 

ns 

28 Nc2 

hs 

-7 a« 

M 

nig 

Rh4 

8 Nd5 

NdS 

28 Ne3 

e5 

■» ., 9 ed 

sfi 

29 QG 

QC7 ■ 

; ,10 Be3 

Bb7 

38 Rhl 

Rhl 
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Qe7 

31 Rhl 

085 

- 12 BM 

Nd7 

32 Rh7 

Rc7 

13 Qd2 

NfB 

33 Ka2 

BaB 

, 14 NeZ 

■5 

34 9i2 

B43 

* 15 0-0-0 

Rc8 

35 RbB 

Ke7 

' 16 Nd4 

Bg7 

36 Ra8 

QJ8 

17 NbS 
. ,18 g4 


37 k5 

38 Qd2 

sr 

’ 19 Kbl 

Nc5 

39 Ng4 

Rd7 

> ' 20 h4 

b5 

40 NI6 

R<B 



41 Qcl 

Resigns 


whatever side it castles on. 

After 9 ed, Topalov might have tried to 
insert an obstacle to his opponent's game 
plan by 9...Qc7!? to prohibit Bc4. 

After 16 Nd4, Topalov could not go 
for a pawn wife 16.~Nd5 because 17 
Nb5 Qc6 18 Qd5 wins a piece. If 
I6..J3d5, then 17 NbS Bb3 18 Nc7 Rc7 
19 Bb6 Rc2 20 Qc2 Bc2 21 Kc2 is a 
w inning ending for White. 

Topalov's 20..ii5 was necessary to 
stop 21 h5, bot it also meant that he had 
no refuge for his (ring on the kingside. 

After 25 cb, it would have been dis- 
astrous for Topalov to play 25..J3d5? 
and allow 26 Nfi gf 27 gf Kf8 28 Qg5 
Ke8 29 Rd5, with an overwhelming po- 
sition for Anand. 

Anand’s adventurous pawn sacrifice 
wife 26 Nc2I hg 27 fg! Rh4 28 Ne3 
brought all his forces powerfully into 
action against fee black king, while the' 
black bishop was cut off. 

After 31 Rhl, he had control of the 
vital h file, but after 31...Qg5 32 Rh7 Rc7 
33 Ka2, it iS*noteasy to see how he could 


rear of fee enemy position with 36 Ra8, 
there were false leads that would not 
save Topalov: 36..-Bbl 37 Kbl Qe3 38 
Ka2Ra7 39Rb8 Qcl 40 Qh8 Qc7 41 g5! 
wins for White. Also 36__Ba6 37 Ra6 
Qe3 38 Ra8> Ra7 39 Rb8 Qf3 40 Qh4 
Qf6 41 Re8 wins fee queen. 

After 36...Qf5, Anand shot 37 g51, fee 
point being that 37...Qg5 lets in a fatal 
infiltration wife 38 Qh8! Rd7 39 
Re8mate. 

After 41 Qcl!. Topalov, seeing 
41_JRaS 42 Qc7 Kf8 43 Qd6mate. 
gave up. 


fJPALOWBLACK 


Abdullah Noori, a liberal cleric who was 
stripped of a cabinet position last year in 
a battle wife conservatives. 

Others headed for election included 
two presidential advisers, fee sister of a 
newspaper editor who was jailed last 
year by conservative press critics, and 
Mohammed Ibrahim Zawday, a leader 
of fee Iranian students who occupied fee 
U.S. Embassy in the 1979 hostage crisis 
but who is now allied with Iran's reform 
movement 

Final results from the Friday voting 
are not doe until later in the week, but fee 
trends were clear enough for fee 
Khatemi chief of staff, Mohammed Aii 
Abtahi, to declare victory in an election 
fee president ordered in hopes of de- 
centralizing some power, aim drawing 
people into fee political process. 

ITiough called for under fee consti- 
tution drafted after Iran's Islamic Rev- 
olution in 1979, die municipal and vil- 
lage councils had never been estab- 


have defeated a defense by 33...Kg8. For 
example, 34 Rhl Rc8 35 Qh2 KfS seems 
to keep the attacker at bay. 

Even after 33..Ba6 34 Qh2, Topalov 
could still survive, but not by 34...Qe3? 
35 Qh4 Kg8 36 Rh8 Kg7 37 g5 Qg5 38 


Qg5 Kh8 39 QdS Kg7 40 Qc7. The 
solution is 34...Ke7 35 Rf7 Kf7 36 Qh7 


solution is 34...Ke7 35 Rf7 Kf7 36 Qh7 
Ke8 37 Qg8 Ke7 38 Qg7 Kd8 39 Qg8, 
with a draw by perpetual check. 

After Anan d had squirmed into fee 



N. Y. Bomb Plotter 
Given Life Sentence 


ANAN£VWHJTE 


Final Position 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Palestinian 
who plotted to bomb a busy New 
York subway station in order to 
“burn fee Jews” and free im- 
prisoned Arab militants was sen- 
tenced Monday to life in prison. 
Gazi Ibrahim Abu Mezer. 25, had 
been convicted last year in fee 1997 
suicide-bomb plot Last December, 
Mezer’s accomplice I afi Khalil, 24, 
was given a three-year prison sen- 
tence and ordered deported. 


fraud and onlyone or two comparatively 
minor incidents of violence. 

The election “is very good news for 
us,” said Mr. Abtahi, estimating that the 
Khatemi allies may win as much as 70 
percent of fee vote. About 60 percent of 
Iran’s roughly 40 million eligible voters 
are thought to have participated. 

Though likely to raise some problems 
for the administration as fee new holders 
of office press their demands for local 
funding and projects, Mr. Abtahi said that 
in Iran “this is the sweetest problem that 
could be created,” because it represents a 
move toward local representation that 
will be hard to tom back. “This has 
opened a new era which it is not possible 
to close,” be said. “When people are 
going to participate in this great number, 
they are not going to let go.” 

■ The 200,000 local -officials will be 
responsible for appointing mayors and 
overseeing local budgets and spending. 

It is unclear how they will exercise 
their powers, and how influential they 
mi ght become in national affairs. 

Diplomats and analysts here said fear 
local elections may be most deeply felt 
next spring, when the country is sched- 
uled to elect a new Parliament. 

Since taking office. President 
Khatemi has been embroiled in several 
battles over his reform program, chiefly 
wife fee conservative clerical establish- 
ment that still holds ultimate power in 
Iran, and also wife politicians in the 
conservative-dominated Parliament 

One Western diplomat said he was 
already seeing signs feat some conser- 
vative elected officials a were “tack- 
ing” toward President Khatemi’s pro- 
gram of free speech and civil govern- 
ment, hoping to retain their seats during 
fee next round of elections. 

Hamid Reza Jaiaipour, jailed for his 
involvement in two publications banned 
last year but now helping to run a third, 
said he thought that, judging from the 
public statements and actions of con- 
servative members of Parliament, they 
are be ginning to realize feat as Iranian 
society opens, they will have to win 
support for their policies. 

‘ ‘There is one way that they can come 
to the political scene — under fee roles 
of fee game,” said Mr. Jaiaipour, whose 
sister Fatema was among the.top vote- 
getters in Tehran. 


tbepolice said. 

■fte victim, Jean-Yvon Tous- 
saint, 47, was a member of Or- 
ganization of People in fee Straggle, 


Toll Near Freetown 
Put at 1,000 Killed 


13 Held in Uganda 
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Toshiba information technology takes you higher 


Let Your Vision Grow 



f ' ' 



It’s not how tomorrow will turn out. It’s what you’ll create out of tomorrow. 

To change the future requires a vision of that future. Where would Europe be today 
without the vision of cooperation that has brought forth fee EC and now fee Euro? 
In business, a growing vision can expand opportunities, hone fee competitive edge, 
and unl eash corporate creativity. In everything from data storage to multi-media 
ready networks, Toshiba offers ways to help your vision succeed — by exceeding 
assumed limits. Come see Toshiba’s latest IT product line at CeBIT ’99. 

Where you’ll meet your visions. 
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Meet Your Visions 
CeBIT *99 


In Touch with Tomorrow 
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BUENOS AIRES — President 
Carlos Menem of Argentina said 
Monday that be would not nm this 
year far the presidency, en ding mane 
than a year of- speculation over 
whether he would seek a tliinl term. 

“This is my last term.” he said 
after opening fee 1999 session of 
Congress. 

Argentine {Residents are prohib- 
ited from serving three consecutive 
terms, but he had beep seeking a 
r^hangf. in fee constitution to allow 
him to run. “Not everyone is in 
favor,” he said Monday. (Reuters) 
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Gunmen Slay Rival 
Of Haiti 9 s President 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 
Gunmen on Monday killed a 
Haitian senator and opponent of 
President Rene Prevai ls fee law- 
maker changed a flat tire at home. 


the majority party in the legislature 
before Mr. Preval declared an early 
end to fee terms of most lawmakers 
on Jan 11. - (Reuters) 


FREETOWN, Sierra Leone — 
About 1,000 civilians were killed 
daring fee six weeks feat rebels 
occupied the town of Waterloo, a 
local headman said. 

The chief, Ansnmana Kargbo, 
said fee dead were among 15,000 
civ ilians who had fled into the bush 
to avoid forces of fee Revolutionary 
United Front. Civilians were hunted 
and killed, he said. Waterloo, near 
Freetown, was recaptured last 
week. (AFP) 


i. - jt i 




Uiu 


KAMPALA, Uganda — Aimed 
men believed to be Rwandan rebels 
attacked a park Monday in south- 
western Uganda, killing a Ugandan 
and abducting 13 British and Amer- 
ican tourists, diplomats said. 

The confirmed fee attack in 
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest Na- 
tional Park. • (AFP) 
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It s Not Your Father’s Car 

a 

4 Or Is It? Automakers Strive for Subtle Touch 
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By Keith Bradsher 

_ A^ov fart Times tower 

7T Engineers at Lear 

sS’J? 6 W f OT d 5 lar * csl “dependent 
supplier of automotive interiors 
tebored for uionths last year to come up 
wth a vehicle that would meet all the 
n^ds of older Americans. . 

. j e swivel out for easy access 
the dashboard controls and displays are 
unusually large, and die trunk floor 
garajMoILs out at the back for easy 

When die engineers were finished, 
they showed the prototype to the 82- 
year-old father of the company’s chair- 
man — and were crestfallen at his 
response. Looking at the swiveling 
seats in particular, he was dismissive. 

“He said he didn't need it," said 
Marilyn Vala, Lear’s product-analysis 
manager. 

The aging of the U.S. population 


*- 1 !*.• 


industries, but few companies face as 
many difficult decisions as automakers 
and . their suppliers. Power, sex and 
youth have long been used to sell cars, 
so anything that suggests to buyers that 
they might not be as virile and wgik» as 
they once were could easily backfire. 

“Baby boomers don’t want to admit 
they're getting older," said John 
Wolkonowicz, an auto industry con- 
sultant at Arthur D. Little. “You can’t 
be too catering to age. You have to do it 
invisibly — yon nave to give people 


vehicles they can get excited about" 
Yet driving or even climbing into a 
car can be difficult and sometimes pain- 
fid for aging bodies. And with millions 
of baby boomers every year now en- 
tering their 50s, the auto -industry is 
starting to redesign its vehicles to meet 
tile needs of older buyers — without 
being obvious about it 
For a variety of reasons, the average 
age of new-car buyers is rising even 
faster than the average age of the overall 
population. Many of these older buyers 
would be better served by vehicles de- 
signed differently from vehicles for 
younger buyers, to reflect the less acute 
vision and reduced muscular flexibility 
of bodies Thai are 50 or older. 

Until now, older consumers have 
shown little interest in buying vehicles 
tailored to their needs, and automakers 
have paid fairly little attention to selling 
such vehicles. Automakers have Jong 
been obsessed with luring young buy- 
ers in the hopes that brand loyalties, 
once formed, would persist over the 10 
or 15 new cars a prosperous American 
might buy in a lifetime. 

Even car divisions such as Buick, 
Cadillac, Jaguar, Lincoln and Olds- 
mobile, which have done very well 
selling to an older clientele, have shif- 
ted their marketing focus to drivers in 
their 40s and younger. 

“Everyone is always going after the 
young buyer," said Ben Level 3d, Ford 

See OLDER, Page 12 


Changing Gears for Older Drivei 


As baby boomers age, the auto industry is looking at ways to make vehicles 
better accommodate older drivers. The Lear Corporation, the largest 
independent manufacturer of interiors, built the prototype, below, on the 
under body of a Dodge Caravan. Here are some of the many new features: 







ENTRY 

Hal door sHI reduces trippng 
and makes entry easier 

DASHBOARD 
STEERING Wl 
Controls are large 
aid dearly marked 


SEATS 

Swivel 45 degrees allowing occupants to enter 
and leave vehicle more easily 



SEATBELTS 
Attach to both sides of seats, making 
them easier to use than shoulder belts 
which require passengers to reach 
around their bodies 

TRUNK DOOR 
Handles make 
it easier to dose door 

Source : Loot Corporation 





CARGO 

Floor slides out lor easy loading; storage 
compartments are located underneath 
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Revitalized Canary Wharf Will Offer 25% to Public 


By Tom Buerkle . 

International Herald Tribune 

O LONDON — Canary Wharf Group 
PLC, the big East London office com- 
plex, said Monday it would float a 25 
. percent stake on the London Stock Ex- 
■ change, c ulminatin g its phoenix-like rise 
from bankruptcy in the early 1990s to its 
. current state of full occupancy. 

The sale, which was scheduled to be 
: completed by early April, was expected 
i to raise more than f300 million ($800 
million) and value the company at more 
than £2 billion. 

The flotation caps a stunning turn- 


around for the project in the last two 
years, which has seen Canary Wharf lift 
its occupancy rate above 99 percent and 
break ground on new buildings for Cit- 
ibank and HSBC in the past two years. 
Thetumaround has provided a late but 
welcome justification for the vision of 
die project’s founder, Paul Reichmann. 
of transforming the largely abandoned 
Docklands area three miles east of the 
City of London into a modem base for 
financial -services firms. 

Proceeds of the share offering will be 
used to repay £350 million of debt, re- 
ducing outstanding debt to just under 
£5 00 million- They also will be used to 


make a final payment of around £80 
million to London Underground for con- 
necting Canary Wharf to a new Jubilee 
Line extension, a link that is vital to the 
project's long-term attractiveness. 

The project “is now well under way 
and is achieving the goals set in the 
initial concept and design developed in 
the late ’80s," said Mr. Reichmann, the 
executive chairman- 9 

But the current strong occupancy 
levels will not necessarily ensure strong 
demand far the shares, analysts cau- 
tioned. Britain's economy is softening, 
new office space is coming on line, and 
rental rates may show little growth in the 


I Thinking Ahead! /Commentary 


^ Policies of Some Members Are Undermining Currency’s Foundation 


L 


By Reginald Dale 

International Herald Tribune ' 

ONDON — Britain’s sense of timing in European 
affairs has often, to put it kindly, been less than 
perfect. So Tony Blair, the British prime minister, 
is running true to form in edging the nation closer to 


looking less and less like a club to which he might want to 
belong. 

When the euro was given the- official go-ahead last 
spring, it was billed as a strong currency, backed by a 
fiercely independent European Cen- ^ 
tral Bank, that would spur compe- n . 
tition among its 1 1 member nations, tai l s IOT low 


■v_i e growth is about to “bounce back.” 

r ribfme But a solution to the euro zone’s biggest economic and 

social problem — high unemployment — is still nowhere in 

e of timing in European sight 

. kindly, been less than In the first place, Mr. Lafontaine is unlikely to get far with 

British prime minister, his current growth-boosting efforts. Each time he lectures 
Igjng the nation closer to the ECB on interest rates, the bank becomes more de- 
y just as the curb zone is texmined to resist his demands, and any attempts to generate 
which he might want to growth through a Keynesian fiscal stimulus would clash 
with toe limits on budget deficits. 

. official go-ahead last German policy is a mess. If Mr. Lafontaine’s proposals 
currency, backed by a for target zones for major currencies had been adopted, the 
u- . euro might soon be approaching the 

ie- • t point at which interest rates would 


China’s CITIC Lowered 
To 6 Junk’ Rating by S&P 


encouraging them to adopt the kind of 
pro- market economic reforms cham- 
pioned by Mr. Blair. 

But with the advent of center-left 
governments in much of continental 
Europe, particularly in Germany, a 
different picture has emerged. Aided 


Calls for lower interest 
rates threaten the 
independence of the 
European Central Bank. 


have to be raised — not lowered, as 
Mr. Lafontaine wants — to stabilize 
the exchange rate. 

In fact, Mr. Lafontaine seems to 
want a relatively weak euro, to help 
Goman exporters, an outcome he is 
promoting with his interest-rale pro- 
nouncements. Other German officials. 


and abetted by Dominique Suauss-Kahn, his French coun- however, are warning that a farther big drop in the euro 
teroart, Oskar Lafontaine, the leftist finance minister of could create a “crisis for the European Union. 

Germany is busily undermining the solid foundations his Even if Mr. Lafontaine got his way, faster growth would 
conservative predecessors pain^akingly laid far the euro, not make unemployment disappear. On the contrary, with- 
Europe's two top finance ministers have threatened the out the kind of structural reforms favored by Mr. Blair and 
indcoendence of tire ECB by pressing it to reduce interest the ECB — increasing incentives for employers to offer jobs 
raS below their already low levels — helping to drive the and the unemployed to lake them — unemployment would 
ftedelinc euro down sharply against the dollar — and simply come roaring back in the next recession. 

“TTftioned officially agreed limits on budget deficits. Mr. Lafontaine seems to be setting up the ECB as a 

4 R artier than proceed with Blairite reforms, the French and scapegoat if and when his policies faiL Superficially, his 
rwman sovemmenis have abandoned attempts begun by stance looks similar to calls by the U.S. Treasury secretary, 
their predecessors to free up labor markets and modernize Robert Rubin, for faster European growth to absorb more 

of euro-zone economies U.S.^SS^is, however, say Washington is not proposing 
^fundamental condition of currency union — shows any specific macroeconomic fix, such as lower interest 
T VnfVrarkiiiE as French growth begins to outpace rates, but microeconomic reforms such as more flexible 
signs 01 UIM.ILU16 labor practices and market-opening measures similar to 

nmkohiv ionic verv different in five those lone creed on Japan. In the absence of such reforms, 


G ?SvS!ri‘ thines will probably look very different in five those long urged on Japan. In the absence of such reforms, 

undCT,he " s 

rrfhere inLondonsees signs that European economic Thinkahtad@ihl.com 



veais when Britain might join the euro uadert 
announced by Mr. Blair last week. 

The enro’sM against the donOTisprc*^yc 
a normal “fluctuation,” and John Llewellyn 
Brothers in London sees signs that Europea 
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next year or two, they said. 

“LLK. real estate is not hugely in 
demand at the moment,' ’ said Alec Pel- 
more, an analyst at Meirill Lynch & Co., 
which is building a new European 
headquarters building in the City of Lon- 
don, the traditional home of British 
b anks and brokerages. “It doesn't sug- 
gest a huge bull market’ * Still, the fact 
that Canary Wharf can go to the stock 
market is testimony to its dramatic re- 
vival, and the health of the London fi- 
nancial services sector that has driven 
the recovery. 

See CANARY, Page 12 


By Thomas Crampton 

Irth riijnurol //< r,i IJ Tnhmie 

HONG KONG — China’s troubled 
state-owned sector suffered further 
blows Monday as Standard & Poor's 
Corp. relegated the credit of the nation *s 
biggest investment company. China In- 
ternational Trust & Investment Curp., to 
“junk” status. 

Separately. Goldman. Sachs & Co. 
announced Lhat the debts of Guangdong 
Enterprises Lid., a foundering Hone 
Kong company owned by a Chinese 
province, exceeded its assets by more 
than IS.8 billion Hong Kong dollars 
(52.43 billion). 

“None of this is shocking news, and 
the downgrades could be expected.' ’ 
said Stephen Cheng, director of credit 
research at Warburg Dillon Read in 
Hong Kong. “But this does show the 
depth of problems facing the stale sector 
in China, and they will likely get 
worse." 

S&P. the New York-based ratings 
agency, also assigned a “junk" rating 
— which labels the investments as very 
risky — to the Bank of Communications 
and dropped three of the country’s 
biggest banks. Bank of China. China 
Construction Bank, and Industrial & 
Commercial Bank of China, to the low- 
est notch of invesrmenr-grade debt. 

Credit downgrades denote an in- 
creased risk that loans will not be repaid 
and make borrowing more expensive, 
particularly when ratings drop below 
investment grade. Analysis said the 
downgrades could have a negative im- 
pact on bonds issued by China and per- 
haps even Hong Kong. 

“The rating revisions reflect Standard 
& Poor's expectation that the domestic 
operating environment for Chinese fi- 
nancial institutions will become increas- 
ingly difficult as a result of slowed eco- 
nomic growth and corporate restructur- 
ings,’ ’ S&P said in a statement. 

“Despite repeated interest rate reduc- 
tions ana infrastructure spending by the 
Chinese government, domestic demand 
remains weak and deflationary pressures 
are mounting.'’ it said. 

The agency added that the ratings could 
be revised further downward if China's 
economy continued to deteriorate. 

“The interesting part of the down- 
grades is how the agency has already 
begun looking at each of the banks as 
entities separate from their sovereign 
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backing." Mr. Cheng said. 

"This shows how perceptions have 
changed since the collapse of GmGi t ’ 
he said, referring to the closure ’of 
Guangdong Internationa] Trust & In- 
vestment (Torp. in Oc tober. 

CITIC. one of China’s largest financial 
institutions, which was ihe borrowing 
arm for the country's richest province, 
was shut down by the government when 
it did not have enough money io repay 
debts to international lenders. 

The implied loss of government back- 
ing on debts owed by staie-owiKsd 
companies has sent leaders and inter' 
national investors scurrying to slash 
their China exposure. 

“1 basically think it is wrong to lar'ali 
these entities' with the same brush and 
totally discount government support 
they "could receive." Mr. Cheng said. 
"But ever since G1T1C closed, investors 
have been rushing out. making the credit 
crunch even worse." 

Also on Monday. Goldman Sachs 
sketched out a management restructuring 
proposal for Guangdong Enterprises 
Holdings Ltd., a debt- laden Hong Kong 
company owned by a Chinese province 
that has foundered in the wake of GIT- 
IC's closure, Bloomberg News reported- 

The company's restructuring is cod- 
sidered a test case for sorting through the 
rising pile of bad debt among l he-'S4 
billion owed by Chinese companies- to 
international lenders. It is overhauling 
its operations with the help of Goldnidn 
Sachs. ' * 

Restructuring of the company's actual 
debt, some 3 1 .8 billion Hong Kong dol- 
lars owed to such creditors as HSBC 
Holdings PLC. Standard Chartered PLC 
and ABN-AMRQ NY, w ill be finalized in 
April, the U.S. investment bank said. The 
Hong Kong company's assets are worth 
19.4 billion dollars, Goldman added. 

■ Tighter Rules for Trust Firms 

China put into force a tougher, more 
comprehensive set of rules to control its 
financial institutions, especially un- 
wieldy trust and investment firms, as 
Prime" Minister Zhu Rongji stepped up 
his reform drive, Agence France-Presse 
reported from Shanghai. 

Official media reports provided few 
details on the new rules for bank and 
nonbank financial institutions, but the 
Shanghai Securities News said they 
were “especially strict'* on trust and 
investment firms, the so-caUed ITICs. 
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Robust Economic Data a Mixed Blessing on Wall Street 
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o Patriot Anivrican Hospitality Inc. said its chairman and 
chief executive. Paul Nussbaum. had resigned as the Dallas- 
bastd Imlel company agreed to a S3 .45 billion financial rescue 
ied-in two investors, Leon Black and Thomas Lee. 
e Republic New York Corp. said it was cutting jobs and 
klwung ils less profitable trading units to focus on private 
l.ij liking and other niche businesses. It expected to save at least 
Stf’vmiHinn a year before taxes through the cuts. 
a i'.utdlaiv Inc. of Burlington. Ontario, said it would not meet 
..nalysts* profit forecasts in its second quarter because of lower 
revenue ut its ambulance-services business. North America's 
bijjerit. and st said ihe head of the unit had resigned. 

« Canada's economy grew ar a grearer-than-expected 4.6 
percent annualized pace in the fourth quarter, up from 1.7 
percent in the third, as carmakers resumed exports to the United 
Stales and manufacturers built up their depleted inventories. 

* Spine Charles Schwab Corp. customers said they could not 
gain access to the San Francisco-based company's Web site to 
trade stocks for about 30 minutes Monday because of com- 
pute system problems linked 10 new software. fl/tnWv/x. nyt 
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Weekend Box Office 

"r liv.lu'vuitJFrw 

L£)S ANGELES — "Eight Millimeter’’ dominated the 
L .Sr box office over the weekend.- with a gross of $14.3 
million. 

Following are the Top 10 moneymakers, based on Sat- 
11 May's ticket sales and estimated sales for Sunday. 

1 £Ujh: Villimcrer Columbia FKPires SI4 3 million 

I “oybccl Poramounl S6.9ntflkon 

3 T 'no Oilier jiinr Touchstone Pictures S6 7 million 

J M< .are m a Boniv -Vo mot Bios. $64 million 

4. .nt Fq.ofiM .Vortiar. '.Valt Disn-Jy SS2m9ian 

•$Ociab«Jlv Universal Pictures SS million 

1. sno. er.fr*; are m l?*c t/.iramax $44 million 

*■ Blast F»om lt» Past Nori Line Cinema $3.7 mllTian 

* ire's A'l Thai TAiramax $36 million 

?a 209 Ciraiettcii paramount S32mWoa 
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Onyx/re’ tw Oar SufFrm Disfkariirx 

NEW YORK— U.S. stocks were 
mixed Monday as unexpectedly 

strong economic reports pointed to 
growing corporate profits but 
caused concern that the Federal Re- 
serve may raise interest rates to head 
off inflation. 

Citigroup led financial services 
shares higher after an optimistic re- 
port from a Donaldson. Lufkin & 
Jenrene analyst Intel. Compaq and 
other computer-related stocks sank 
on concern that sales of personal 
computers are slowing. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 18.20 points, or 0.2 percent to 
9.324.78. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 
index fell 2.17 points to 1,236.16. 
Declining issues outnumbered ad- 
vancing ones on the New York 
Stock Exchange by an 8-to-7 ratio. 

The Nasdaq composite index rose 
7.15 points to 2,295.18. 


GEC Buys Out 
Reltec of U.S. 

Bloomberg Wen s 

LONDON — General Elec- 
tric Co. of Britain agreed Mon- 
day to acquire Reltec Corp. of 
the United States for $2. 1 bil- 
lion in cash and debt as it ex- 
pands into telecommunications. 
GEC will pay Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts & Co., which owns 
8 1 .5 percent of Reltec, and oth- 
er investors $29 JO per share in 
cash. Ir also will assume $361 
million of Reltec debt. 

The new company will be 
one the world’s largest makers 
of broadband communications 
systems. GEC stock rose 18 
pence (29 U.S. cents) to 516, 
while Reltec rose 57.25 to $29. 


Bond prices dropped sharply after 
the Commerce Department reported 
that Americans' personal incomes 
increased a robust 0.6 percent in 
January. The report suggested that 
Americans /entered 1999 with 
enough spending power to keep the 
economic expansion going. Spend- 
ing rose moderately, up 0.3 percent 
In addition, the National A sso- 

U.S. STOCKS 

ciation of Purchasing Management 
reported its index of purchasing ac- 
tivity rose to 52.4 percent in Feb- 
ruary &om 49_5 percent in January. 
Any reading over 50 means the 
economy is expanding. 

“The signal from this survey is 
clear The manufacturing slowdown 
is over.*' said Ian Shepherdson, an 
economist at High Frequency Eco- 
nomics in Valhalla, New York. 
Manufacturing was the one weak 


spot in (he U.S , economy last year, 
as housing and consumer spending 
surged to records. 

In another report Monday, the 
Commerce Department said con- 
struction spending rose 1.6 percent 
in January, the Largest gain in seven 
months. 

The reports kept alive last week’s 
worry that the economy is growing 
fast enough to spark inflation, and 
could prompt the Federal Reserve to 
tighten short-term interest rates. 

"The bond market boys are 
nervous; they’re totally freaked,” 
said Barry Hyman, an analyst at 
Ehreokrantz King Nassbaum. "The 
bond market is acting tike there’s an 
interest rale hike coming at the 
March meeting.” He was referring - 
to the meeting March 30 of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board's Open Market 
Committee, which sets tne target for 
the floor on U.5. interest rates. 

The price of the benchmark 30- 


year Treasury bond fell 1 11/32 to93 
29/32, pushing its yield up to 5.67 
percenf from 5 SI percent Friday. 

Stocks pared early losses because 
of “the failure of the market to break 
earlier in spite of the bonds falling,” 
said Bill Meehan, chief market ana- 
lyst at Cantor Fitzgerald- “There are 
a lot of folks who look ai” Feb- 
ruary’s declines “and see bargain 
prices.” The Nasdaq fell almost 9 
percent last month, while the S&P 
500 dropped 3 percent 

American Express shares rose 2% 
to UU( after the travel and finan- 
cial-services company reached an 
agreement to offer Goldman. Sachs 
mutual funds through its network of 
financial advisers. 

Stock in U S West rose 2 9/16 to 
5536 after the telecommunications 
company and Network Computer 
said that they were planning to in- 
troduce U S West TV, a new product 
that will combine telephone, tele- 


vision and Internet services . 

UGI shares fell 4% to 15 7/16 . 
after the largest U.S. seller of pro- 
pane gas said it would buy Uni- 
source Worldwide, the largest U.S. 
distributor of paper and janitorial 
supplies, for $1 5 billion in stock and 
assumed debt. Analysts criticized 
the deal because the two companies’ 
businesses are so different. 

(AP, Bloomberg, Reuters l 

■ Record Price for NYSE Seat 

A seat on the New York Stock . 
Exchange sold for a record $2.6 
million on Monday. $600,000 above . 
the previous high that was set on , 
Feb. 16. Bloomberg News reported, 
citing the NYSE. 

Owning a seat on the world’s 
biggest stock exchange gives the 
homer the right to trade stocks and 
vote at NYSE meetings. Seat prices 
have more than tripled in the past - 
decade. 


Dollar Gains Further Against Euro and Yen 


Ctxrrtln) b* Ore S*jf From Buporrea 

_ NEW YORK — The dollar rose against the 
euro and the yen Monday amid mounting ev- 
idence that U.S. economic growth has surged 
into this year, outstripping the economies of 
Europe and Japan. 

"All the U.5. data are strong and underscore 
the difference between the U.S.. Europe and 
Japan" and among the dollar, euro and yen, said 
Andy Busch, a senior currency trader at die Bank 
of Montreal. “The U.S. is a beacon of light" 
among the world's economies, many of which 
are stagnant or sinking, he said. 

At 4 P.M. in New York, the euro was quoted at 
$1.0890, down from $1.1018 at the close of 
trading Friday, and the dollar was up to 1 19.835 
yen from 1 19-550 yen. 

The pound rose to $1.6094 from SI. 6020, on 
speculation that the Bank of England would 
leave its benchmark interest rate unchanged 


when it meets this week. But the dollar nose to 
1.4625 Swiss francs from 1.4483 francs. 

Traders bought dollars as a series of U.S. 
economic reports showed manufacturing, con-, 
s traction, personal income and spending all sur- 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

passed analysts’ expectations and signaled that 
the U.S. kept up a booming pace as it moved into 
the first quarter. 

“Dollar strength is still the name of the game, *' ' 
said Klaus Kusber of Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
in Frankfurt. ‘ ‘The dollar is strongest because the 
U.S. economy is thestrongesL” The 1 1 euro-zone 
economies, by contrast, face sluggish growth. 

The European Central Bank meets Thursday 
to set interest rates for those 1 1 countries that 
adopted the euro this year. The president of the 
bank, Wim Duisenberg, said in an interview with 


the Spanish newspaper El Muodo that the current 
3 percent benchmark interest rate was low 
enough to stimulate investment. 

In Japan, interest rates are at record low levels . 
and yet the economy remains mired in its worst . 
recession since World War IL 

In Singapore, die vice president of the Eoxo- ' 
pean Central Bank. Christian Noyer, said the ; 
bank did oot have a specific trading range for the 
euro, which has dropped 7 percent against the 
dollar since its debut in January. Mr. Noyer was 
in Singapore to deliver a speech on the impact of 
the euro on Asia and the world. 

He said the bank did not have a * ‘precise target 
for the exchange rate" of the euro and added, . 
“As long as it is in the range of something that is 
credible in view of the underlying developments 
of the economies, both in Europe and other parts 
of the world, including the United States, mis is 
the case.” (Bloomberg, AFP) 


OLDER: U.S. Automakers Strive to Give Aging People What They Need, Without Letting Them Know 


Continued from Page 11 

Motor Co.’s executive direc- 
tor of market research. “You 
very rarely hear about anyone 
going after the old buyer — 
maybe it’s cultural. ” 

But there are signs now that 
attitudes are beginning to 
change. The main reason for 
the subtle shift is the enor- 
mous and growing market 
that older, more affluent 
.Americans represent As 
automakers tty to accommo- 
date their needs, however. 


Monday, March 1 

Wgh Low Latest 0199 Optt 

Grains 

CORN (CBOTl 

&OOO Ou nunrauBi- CMOS par binhel 
Mar* 20914 2041* 204 W *1V 24.951 

Mo* 09 215V* 2104 till* *1 14023 

Jul99 321 21519 717V. +114 104201 

Sep 09 22719 224 2241* uneh. 34475 

Dec 99 237 233V> 234 +U 61552 

MarOO 244«> 2411* 241 u *1* 7.137 

May CO 249 ?4* 244 1* 513 

Esl rates HA. Frt$ *Mts 10039 
Fits open kn 369.907, up 2,77V 

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOTJ 

100 Ions- OaOuis peclon 

Mar 99 m00 122JD 124.90 *340 14191 

May 99 131.00 124J0 12740 t-T-OO 4&C3* 

i’ll 99 13100 1Z7.00 179 JO *270 3W62 

Aug 99 13<00 129.80 131 JO *150 14772 

Sep 99 mao 131.50 13250 +2-50 9.116 

Oct 99 IJ7JX J32JO 13430 *240 4JH 7 

EsJ sates NJL Fit* Mias 31.212 

Fit* open kn 133.151. up 1,199 


they are trying to be as subtle 
as possible. 

The result: new car features 
that are easy to overlook but 
reflect a new awareness of 
older drivers’ and passen- 
gers* needs. When the new 
Chevrolet Impala midsized 
sedan goes onhale this year, 
for example, it will have the 
ignition on the dashboard 
rather than the side of the 
steering column — a seem- 
ingly unimportant choice, but 
General Motors' engineers 
and consultants found that 


slightly arthritic hands could 
turn a key sideways more eas- 
ily if the wrist was not already 
bent 

Similarly, the new Fond 
Focus, a small car that is to 
replace the Ford Escort this 
year, has front-door openings 
that extend farther forward on 
the car at knee level, to make 
it easier for older drivers to 
swing their legs into die car. 
The Focus and the new Dodge 
Neon also have seats that are 
slightly higher off the street, 
partly because many older 


INTERNATIONAL FUTURES 


Lou LotMt Owje OpM 

ORANGE JUICE {NCTIO 
14009 On.- cento pw lb. 

Mar 99 8700 8340 1700 *425 2.145 

May 99 83_50 79.75 8125 *730 15-546 

J*ll» 83.20 79.75 8100 +245 -4.903 

Sep 99 82.60 7900 81*0 *140 2.108 

Ed. rates HA- m* solas SJ94 
Fit* open lid 77,3331 off 325 

Metals 

GOLD (MCMX3 
100 tray at- data* par fray 
Mar99 28490 -0*0 59 

Apr 99 28840 284.50 287.70 -0*0 109312 

Jun 99 29040 20050 28950 -040 24432 

Aug 99 29150 -050 7.25* 

00 99 29180 29340 29340 -050 2486 

Dec 99 29400 29440 29530 -050 11370 

Ftei 00 29730 29400 796-70 -040 7384 

Apr 00 29470 -030 $.320 

JiraOO 3)070 -020 10.113 

EsL sates 2S000 Fit* sMes 34693 
Fits open U 1935*1 up 1439 

HI GRADE COPPER CNCMX) 


SOYBEAN OIL (CBOTl 




Mar 99 

6X40 

61*5 

61*0 

-075 

5*78 

aaooaitra- cento per to 




Apr 99 

6X40 

6X05 

6X05 

OJM 

1636 

Mor 9* 

17.98 1778 

17.70 

+008 

5*09 

May 99 

6370 

6X40 

62*0 

■U85 

40,116 

May 99 
Jul 99 

>630 17*5 

1804 

+0.18 

5*391 

Jun 99 

6130 

6285 

6275 

-075 

1*93 

1857 17.98 

1871 

+072 

32*71 

Jlfe 99 

6160 

6X10 

6115 

*70 

9.140 

Aug 09 

1865 1X14 

18*7 

♦073 

*899 

Aug 99 



6X50 

*70 

1*16 

Sen 99 

18.75 1870 

18*1 

+072 

6.923 

Sep 99 

6470 

6X90 

6190 

■0.75 

*742 

Od 99 

18.90 1445 

1470 

+071 

*1 09 

00 99 

64.80 

6470 

6470 

0.74 

1098 

Eft rates NA Flh rate. 4QS25 



Na»9 9 



64*0 

■075 

963 

Fih. open bit 137*91 up 9S2 



Eft rates *000 Frts rates 1*196 








Frts open tn» 7&5K, oft 1934 



SOYBEANS (CBOT) 










5000 bu nwifenuiu- OHito per budKl 


SILVER iNCMJO 




Mar 09 

ASS'-'i 450'6 

45416 

*4M 

8.781 

5000 feuy 0X- certs oer lra» ot 



May 09 

448 45716 

463 

*5 

5B674 

Mar 99 

5690 

550.0 

5527 

•10.7 

5*78 


JUI99 476 46ff6 471% *S 4S125 

Aug 99 47B» 4701* 474% +5 11728 

S«p 99 48116 475*6 476*4 *3 4.920 

Eft rate* HA. Fit* sdu 47,068 
FrKopen M 159405. up 1.765 

WHEAT (CBOT) 

&000 bu mbiiaum - coals per busbol 

Mar 99 14515 237% 244% *7% 10608 

May 99 25619 249 254% +6% 49363 

Jul 99 2e6te 258% 264% +5% 518TB 

Sep** 77616 7704* 275% *5% 4308 

EsL sites HA Frrswle 44266 

Frts open bit 128,71 1. aft 4.253 


Livestock 
CATTLE KMERi 
40,000 lbs.- crab pw fa. 

Apr 49 6045 6737 6025 *033 

-tun 99 6185 4442 6452 4MB 

Aug 99 6415 64.00 64.10 -ft IZ 

DO 99 65.90 6555 6S62 4130 

Dec 99 6730 6730 67.17 *017 

Fed 00 68.75 6850 6050 *030 

Eft sates 11*27 Fit* rates 15695 
F ns open Ini 1 1 4369. aft 270 

FEEDER CATTLE ICMEKt 
50000 lbs.- cents per B. 

Mar 99 24*7 7190 7195 4L22 

Apr 99 75.00 74.45 7457 *007 

May 9* 75.TO 7451 7477 -008 

Aug 99 76*7 76.15 7635 *005 

Sap 99 7635 7600 7635 *41.18 

Od 99 76*0 76*0 7642 *005 

Eft sates 1378 Fit* rates 2*08 

Fit* 0PM M ism Up 249 

KOGS-Uui (CMEK) 

40000 Bn.- cento per lb. 

Apr 99 4350 42*0 4147 *0*7 

Jvn 99 8550 5450 55*5 *0*0 

Jul 99 5670 5555 5655 *0.48 

Aug 99 5657 5585 5652 *035 

Od99 5535 5100 5535 *0.15 

EsL rales 7*78 Fits sales 7*30 
Fits open W 41038. off 167 

PORK BELLIES (CM EJU 
40000 lbs -canto per lb. 

Mar 99 49.70 4850 49.07 -0*3 

May 99 51*0 5035 5080 -0*2 

Jul 99 52*5 5155 52.10 4135 

Eft sates 1*31 Ftts sates U5S 
Fits open M 4.999, oft 50 


Food 

COCOA (NC3E3 
10 meMc tons- S per ion 


May 99 5660 5483 5525 -105 57*85 

*499 562-0 5495 5523 -105 16885 

Sep PP 5535 547.0 549.9 -JOI 4310 

99 5S7.0 545 0 5457 -97 62B1 

Jon 00 5454 -9.7 II 

MarOO 5473 5443 5443 -97 1.768 

EsL sates 14300 Fits sate* 22973 
Fits open M 94956 off 525 

PLATINUM tNMEJD 

50 tray 07- dattars per hey ol 

Apr 99 38230 37650 380.10 -1*0 13561 

JI899 37900 37300 374*0 -210 2805 

Oct 99 37510 27200 375.10 -2.10 953 

Jan 00 375.10 -110 ■ 4 

Eft. sales N A. Fits seta 1391 

Fits open M 17321 up 103 


LONDON METALS 0-MEj 
Dolors per metrtc ton 
Akrakrani (Higi Grade) 

Spal 1158*5 1159*5 117400 
ftrwtrt 117BVJ 117915 119100 
Center CofMtes pagft Grade) 

Spat 136500 136600 137800 
Forward 1391<n 139200 140200 
load 

Spot 57600 51900 52200 

Fwwart 51500 51600 52000 


Spat 4823.00 483500 
Forward 488500 489400 
IIP 

Spat 519000 540800 
Forward 523000 5330.00 
Ztac (Special Hteb Grade) 
Spat 104400 104500 
Formed 1050.00 1051.00 


487500 488400 
493SJD 4940.00 


539500 540500 
532500 5 3 3 0.00 


105100 103700 
105900 10(000 


High Low I rdeal Chge Optnl 

16- YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS (MAT1F) 

eumlOOOOO - pti oM 00 pd 

Mar 99 110*0 109*5 109*3 —030 84337 

-ton 99 9500 94*4 9427—086 10476 

Eft rales: 24077 

Oeenlnl.: 95813 up 634 

LIBOR I -MONTH (CMER1 

SSudBon-ptsaf lOOpcL 

Mar 99 9502 9501 9401 -001 4204 

Apr 99 95JD 9439 9499 -002 4.034 

May 99 9458 9406 9496 -003 1084 

Eft sates 1.744 Frtx rates U3P 

Firs open fed 11716 up 288 

EURODOLLARS CCMEfO 
SI mfifcrvph of TOT pel 
Mar 99 9697 9494 «4.95 -001 447*67 

Apr 99 9451 9489 9489 -002 4442 

May 99 9486 9485 9485 -003 Ul8 

J 14199 9485 9677 9478 -003 496028 

JW99 9473 -003 393 

Aug 99 96*4 9663 9664 -006 75 

Sep 99 96*9 9657 9660 -004 457861 

Dec 99 9630 9617 9620 -004 306391 

MarOO 9638 9625 9*28 007 279*82 

J Lei 00 9632 9619 9621 -008 181229 

Sep 00 0626 9674 *615 -009 143*35 

Ore 00 9617 Mill 9605 -009 118*43 

Eft sftes 527*17 Fits sides 481079 
fits open td 11 91539, up 1 93 

BRITISH POUND COMER) 

42,500 paands. 5 par pound 

Mar 99 1*118 1*930 1*084*00072 67*40 

Jun 99 1*110 1*000 1*072*00070 1173 

5ap99 1*080 1*078 1*078*00076 231 

EsL sales &88S Fits sates 4762 

Ftti open tot 71976 up 1.158 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 

locum Mksv 5 par Cdn. «Sr 

Mar 99 *635 *556 *569-00052 64611 

Jan 99 e6M *558 *569-00053 065 

Sep 99 *630 *563 *571 -00054 1*79 

Eft. sates 9*85 Ftts sates 7,912 

Fits open fed 76800 ofl 1.294 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

124000 orate S per roam 

Mar 99 5638 *568 *570-00068 54580 

Jun 99 *650 *595 *597 0.0069 2*71 

Sep 99 *628-00070 18 3 

Eft sates 11952 Fits sates 11.742 

Fits open M 544)2, up 282 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

12 * mOlan yea $ per 100 yen 

Mi* 99 0430 0354 0367 420049 61*59 

Jan 99 0560 0456 8469 -00050 7*03 

Sep 99 0577 0570 8577-00050 1*03 

Eft sides 19,438 Fits sates 34567 

Fits open fed 90219. up 1.744 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

125000 francs. Sperlranc 
Mar 99 *923 *843 *845-00077 5*651 
Jun 99 *974 *902 *908 00079 4850 

Sep 99 *995 *974 *974-00079 224 

Eft. sates 11.130 Fits sates 12JI 9 
fttxcpa? H6CUDL up 839 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 
gnnpofl dhsl s Per mio 

Mar 99 JUM50 099X109977 00050 1*290 
Jun 99 .09520 .09445 09453-00040 7063 

Sep 99 09000 08980 JS980-O0Q5S 6Z7 

Eft scow 6J71 Fits sates 6*18 
Fits open fed 2195* up 301 1 


1279 

1265 

1279 

+13 

706 

1201 

1275 

1789 

+11 

35,900 

1312 

1298 

1310 

+7 

11*91 

1336 

1325 

1336 

+8 

5960 

1375 

1365 

1373 

-8 

5971 



1411 

+8 

6791 


MarOO 1411 r8 

Eil sales 747H Fits rales 6493 
Frts open fell 6&4<a up 468 

COFFEE CINC5EJ 
3 7*00 «l- crafts per b 
Mar 99 1060Q 102.70 10285 *0.15 
May 99 10620 10170 103.15 *035 
All 99 10450 10620 10440 *035 

Sep 99 1Q7.00 10480 10580 *4.15 

Doc 99 108.10 107*0 107.60 *480 
Eft sates 4133 Fits sates 9MI 
Fits open felt 37.127. up 643 

SUGARWORLD II (NCSE1 
1 12*00 tos.- cento per Jbi 
Mar 99 *26 5.97 602 -024 

Jul W 6*3 676 484 -0J1 

Oft 99 629 611 616 -020 

MarOO 684 6*7 6*7 -018 

Eft sales 21.103 Fits stees 29.752 
Fits Open IM >62*76 alt 7.265 


FBgh Law Close Q<ge Op fed 


Financial 

US T BILLS (CMER) 

81 mHlon- pts ol 100 pd. 

Mar 99 9S4» 9645 9446 -0J13 2055 

Jun *9 95*5 45*3 9544 -OJM 1024 

Eft sates 132 Frts sates 135 
Fits open fed 1679. up 38 

S YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

SiaaoaOprto- pts & 64PB at 100 pc! 

Mv99 110-40 109*0 110-14 .22 106354 

Jun 99 ID-48 110-22 114-36 -26 156686 

Sep 99 110-28 -26 7 

Eft rates HA. F#s rales 109,737 
Frts Open ini 260047. air 2*76 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

S100000 pito- Ids & 32nOs at 100 pet 

Mar 99 114-30 113-25 11*42 -21 2S63Z3 

Jun 99 11540 1IW4 11641 -23 329*10 

Sep 99 113-19 113-12 113-19 .24 1*27 

Eft sates NA Fits sain 266221 

Fits apw tel 509,770 up 7.798 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 

18 pd-S!OaOOG«!sS32lMsOflOQpd) 

Mar 99 121-27 12042 120-19 - 28 264.147 

Jun 99 121-11 119.18 12042 - 29 456937 

Stott 119-21 119-18 119-Z1 .29 9.379 

Dec 99 11944 .28 3J04 

Eft. sates NJl Firs rates 818532 
Fits open tot 731.767. up 6339 

LONG ULT CLIFFEJ 

£50000 - pd 8 32nds of 100 [pa 

MOT 99 11*33 11570 11571 -0*4 19*74 

Jun 99 117.15 11609 11614 -4*1 70399 

Eft sales: 49.3*6 Prav.sdes: SA235 

Pm. open fen. 89,973 oft JL4S7 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND IUFFE) 

ITL 200 nSBan - pts at 100 pd 

juer99 NJL NJL 11243 -4*8 <3736 

Eft idles: na Pm. sates: 1*623 

Pm.eprafeO: 41736 aft 809 


3-MMfTM STERLING OJFPE) 

aoaooo - pts o( loo pd 

Mar 99 94*50 94*00 9660Q-QJJ30 180522 
Jui 99 94850 96740 94JS0-OJJ75 191*48 
Sep 99 96900 06710 96710-4.770 1KW96 

Dec 99 96660 96460 94465-0.185 141339 
MarOO 94*10 96*10 94*10-4^00 137,768 
Jun 00 96790 94*60 94570 —0*05 117,928 
Sep 00 94710 94490 94J98-&D0 7R8S8 
Eft sales: 22X285. Pm.radaK 111,197 
Pm. open lift- 1,701467 off 14*43 

3-MONTH EURIBOR OJFFE) 
rural RdBon-maf lOOpd 
Mar 99 96.960 96.900 96.905-4835 161*34 
Apr 99 N.T. N.T. 96.950 -0*35 *458 

JOT 99 97430 96950 96955— 0060 147*96 
Sep 99 97.040 96950 96950—4475 10*519 
Dec 99 9*755 9*445 96*50-4490 91*66 
MarOO 96895 9*780 9*785-41100 70434 
Jun 00 96805 9*495 96*95-4.100 43-371 
Sep 00 9*710 9*595 9*600-4.100 4*040 
DecOO 9*540 9*430 9*430-4*90 29,727 
Eft rates: 71229* Prev. sates: 22&509 
Pm open bit.: 7SSJ13 up *i<7 

3-MO NTH EURIBOR IMA TIP) 

eon I raftlan - pto at >00 per 

M*99 9e.W 9*90 9*91 -0JJ2 3* 751 

Junra 9709 9*94 9*96 — 0J17 2*391 

Sea 99 97.03 9*95 9686—048 19*77 

Dec 99 9*75 9 *66 9*65 — a 70 J4J90 

Mo 00 9*89 9680 9679—0.12 7*07 

Eft. rates: 23*18 

Open fed- 119,175 up 740 

MAO NTH EURO UBOR (UFFE) 
mini 1 MKn -ptsot 100 pd 
Sep 99 97JJ3B 9*955 *.950-0073 9M80 
Dec 99 9*665 96*50 96650-4.090 86*11 
MarOO 9*885 9*7W 967BS-OIOO 8*822 
JOT 00 9*790 9*700 9*695 —4.100 6*063 
Sep* 3 9*613 9*600 9*44)0 —4.100 42435 
Dee 00 96455 9*435 96430-4090 1*258 
Mar 01 N.T. M.T. 9*390 -0090 1*044 
Jun 01 96360 9*360 9*295—0085 KU43 

Sep 01 N.T. N.T. 96)95 4085 &JF78 
Eft sates; 2,25* Pm- sate* 1*9 2 
Pm. apeak*: 656*71 all 466 


people find it more difficult to 
climb in or out of a k>w ve- 
hicle. 

Even the new Chevrolet 
Corvette sports car, long a 
symbol of youthful virility, 
has been redesigned to make it 
easier foraging baby boomers 
to climb in and out And the 
trunk has recently been en- 
larged to cany goix clubs. 

Auto suppliers say they are 
starting to receive many re- 
quests from automakers for 
parts that are designed for 
older consumers. “The in- 


to* Lot* Latest Oige OpM 

3-MONTH SWISS FRANC (UFFE) 

SF 1 mBfon-pboMOOpd 
Mar 99 98710 $8820 98640-4*60 78046 
JOT 99 98*50 98*40 98*50—0*90 8*285 
Sep 99 98*20 98410 98430—0*90 38259 
Eft rates: 67401. Pm. sales: 21490 
Pm.apankO: 23*132 aft 236 

Industrials 

COTTON 2 (NCTN) 

50000 ta.-caids per to. 

Mar 99 6*75 6360 6675 tO.97 2.154 

May 99 5850 5745 5849 +080 21498 

Jul 99 5780 5681 5772 +4*8 16825 

Oct 99 58*5 5770 5825 +440 1710 

Dec 9* 5875 *7.99 5866 +446 1*184 

Eft scries NJL Ftts sides 1*244 
Frts open Inf 7X53* up 730 

HEATING (MLCNMER) 


terest is there now ' — why it 
wasn’t there five years ago. I 
don’t know,” said Kenneth 
Way, the chairman and chief 
executive of Lear. 

Lear was to publicly dis- 
play its prototype for an older 
person’s vehicle Monday, at 
the opening of the auto-parts 
industry’s annual convention 
here, an event that is expected 
to include many products 
aimed at an aging America. 

Meanwhile, seat-belt man- 
ufacturers are working on 
belts that are mounted on both 
sides of each seat and clasp in. 
the front, ^..ija^plder cu%i 
tomers wilt not have to twist ' 
their tribes to find and pull 
seat belS Ground and across 
their bodies. 

Amo designers and consult- 
ants say no single car will in- 
clude all of the possible 
devices for older consumers 
but that many will quietly in- 
corporate some features.- An 
old, slightly ageist, adage in 
the auto industry says that an 
old man will buy a young 
man's car, but a young man 
will not buy an old man’s car. 


Indeed, Detroit automakers 
are leery of going too far in 
catering to older buyers. They 
recall die early 1980s. when 
younger customers defected 
in droves to foreign auto- 
makers and domestic manu- 
facturers such as Chrysler 
were left with mostly older 
drivers. 

Still, the median age of 
new-car buyers in the United 
States has risen to 47 from 40 
over the past decade, while the 
median age of buyers of sport 
utility vehicles, minivans and 
pickups has climbed to 43 
from 39, according to auto- 
makers’ research. Over the 
same period, the median age of 
all 'Americans has only crept 
up about three years, to 34.9. 

Americans over the age of 
55 make up a fifth of the pop- 
ulation but control as much as 
three-quarters of the nation’s 
financial assets, market re- 
searchers estimate. They have 
benefited from a nearly two- 
decade-long stock-market 
boom, so they can afford new 
cars even though the average 
price is now around $20,800. 


Aar 99 3X80 31*0 31.94 443 4*107 

May 99 3630 32*0 32*0 -077 19486 

Jun 99 3*85 3X05 3X05 -037 18913 

-M99 3850 3375 3375 4732 1*449 

Aufl 99 3520 34*0 3650 472 9.709 

S 99 35.95 3575 3575 -072 6.168 

99 34.70 36.15 3815 472 U64 

Eft ram NJL Firs rates 51465 
Fift open lilt 157,178 Oft 8230 

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (MMER) 

LOOO bbL- doflara oar ML 
Apr99 11*5 12.18 1X34 4*3117*62 

Mcy99 |X63 1X35 1X40 Omdk 7X026 

Jun 99 1170 1X49 1 2*2 OundL 51J77 

Jul 99 1X78 1X40 12*4 +041 27*33 

Aug 99 1X75 +402 24220 

Sep 99 1X89 1X83 1285 +082 1X943 

Eft rates HA Fifs rates 11X890 
Fm apan fen 52035& aft 387 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

laaoo ran mux $ periani blu 

Apr 99 1.720 1*50 1701 +0873 67*87 

May 99 3.740 1*90 1731 -H2C70 20774 

JOT 99 1.770 1715 1761 +4045 20905 

Jul 99 1*10 1740 1800+4057 1*407 

Aug 99 1*50 1805 1841 +0051 UOU 

Sep 99 1*85 1840 1880 +0066 r&377 

Eft. rates NA. Fits (Mra 51873 
Fits open kit 277451 up 2*32 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER) 

<2800 gal aonts par gal 
Apr 99 38*5 37*0 5778 450 41442 

May 99 39*5 3885 3985 408 20831 

Jun 99 4040 39*0 4083 Ountfv 10524 

JU 99 4180 4045 4068 +OQ5 16484 

Aug 99 41*5 40*0 4188 +005 *063 

5ap99 41*0 4180 41.18 +085 3*96 

Oct 99 4048 +085 X4«3 

No* 99 40*3 4020 4033 +085 2879 

Eft satea NJL Frts sates 42*04 
Fits CPOT fed 111*4* off 1936 

GASOIL tIPE) 

US. dates par imMc tan - late of 100 tan 
Mor 99 10075 9775 97*0 -275 21917 

Apl 99 100*0 9775 97*0 -275 25*22 

(May 99 10X25 10075 10075 —175 14*51 
Jun 99 104*0 10000 10X00 —175 X416 

Eft sates 2*000 . Pro*, sates: 21*47 
Pro*, open M-- 128*63 op 395 

BRENT OIL (IPO 

US. Man per feaml - lots otLQOO bomb 
Apr 99 1180 1071 1073 -015 57*39 

May 99 11.14 1089 1090 — 0.10 51782 

Jon 99 1179 1L06 11 J* _aio 3*173 

July 99 11*3 1173 1174 —088 16741 

Aug 99 11*4 1178 1170 -008 *102 

Eft SOits: 37*00 . Pte*. rates : 46*10 
Pwir. open tetj 23*022 Off 136 

Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMER) 

250 x Index 

Mor 99 124170122X00123680 +1 JO 351832 
Jun 99 125X001236*01249*0 +280 5X094 
Sap 99 125X001251*01251*0 SJXt 2.943 
Eft rates NJL Fits sates 1S*«72 
Fits open M 41X132, up 5*29 

FTSE IM (UFFE) 

QSperftnJaxpotol 

Mor 99 6209.0 60258 4062.0 —918 165879 
Jot 99 623X0 40680 6105* -928 2X276 
Sep 99 N.T N.T 61508 —928 2*78 

Eft rates: 26*4* Pm. sates 2*636 
Pm. opal fete: 191*33 aft 589 

CAC40 (MATIFJ 
eura 10 per Uutefe paH 

Mar 99 41 228 40058 40308 *30 148*53 
Mor 99 11040 109*5 109*3—0.90 8X337 
Jun 99 95.00 9*64 9427 - 086 10476 

Eft rates: 25027 
OpunlMj 9S*T3 up 634 


Commodity Indexes 

Clau Pluvious 
Moody's 1,15280 1.16570 

R«rf»8 1*1170 1*2280 

D J. Futures 74719 74*9 

CRBTBiWgfe Futures 184.18 18X95 

Soo rats: rUofft Associated Prvs&Revttrs, 
London Inti Fnondal Futures Ettbanffe, 
MI P e Memn Exchange. Moobfs- “ 


CANARY: Public Offering Set 


Continued from Page 11 

Mr. Reichmann and his 
family’s Olympia & York 
firm spent $2.6 billion to 
build the first phase of Canary 
Wharf, only to see the firm 
collapse and have creditor 
banks take over the largely 
vacant project in the depths of 
Britain* s last recession in 
1992. 

He returned in 1995 and 
bought Canary Wharf for 
£800 million along with 
Franklin Resources Inc., 
CNA Financial Corp., and the 
billionaire Saudi prince, Wal- 
id ibn Talai. Those four in- 
vestors will each bold about 
15 percent of the company 


after the flotation, said 
George lacabescu, the chief 
executive. 

Occupancy of the project’s 
existing 4.7 million square 
feet (427,000 square meters) 
of office space has risen to 
more than 99 percent from 72 
percent, and rental rates have 
doubled to about £35 ($56) a 
square foot, compared with 
rates of around £50 for prime 
space in the City of London. 

Canary Wharf also is con- 
structing a 475,000 square- 
foot building for Credit 
Suisse First Boston, a 
560,000 square-foot U.K. 
headquarters for Citibank and 
a 1.2 million square-foot 
headquarters for HSBC. 


INTEREST RATES ; 

Monday, March 1 7 

Government Debt 

_ 6-raonfti Hwr 2-pear 5-pear 10-year r 'i 

— — £046 4.727 4*1 

22L. ™ 1174 3<639 *- 192 s 

H! £2 ~ 3*? 4.085 ■: 

Wrap 2*4 2*3 2*5 3783 3875 472 

ifo? 1 1 0.135 0.145 — 031 1835 1.915 1 

5pB *' £02 383 383 3701 3.748 *T” 

UrteOStotes 3-mran )^ur 2-yatr 5-year TTFyuw SGpear 

4 ^ £19 570 579 5*7 

Prtee 4*8 4*6 99-20 97-19 954K 9371 

Setm: Bloomberg. _ 


Money Market Rates 
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Libor Rates 

1-3-6- 12- 

BOTilta neatb aientb month 
J»»«ar IMS 58275 5.1225 578 

11231 3.10 38594 38756 

SWWB 5*056 5*452 57586 57555 
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Forward Rates 
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Olivetti Rises 

On Outlook 
For Its Bid 


JSC 



^ Romberg News 

.K-ar. 

etli’fi $58 million takeover lad. 
Sw a sharc 


'■«- % 
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Motale SpA mobile-phone unit that 
it did not already own to make itself 

too big to be taken over. Under 
Italian corporate-governance laws 
pass«i summer, companies be- 
mg bid for cannot adopt so-called 
poison pul maneuvers. The com- 
pany must now win the approval of 
30 percent of its investor for this 
transaction to go through. 

“Telecom Italia is going to stay 
more or less around 10 euros for 
now because Olivetti is now under 
gtess pressure to raise its bid,” said 
TOanmio Pi glia, a trader at Banca 
Akros in Milan. Also, Telecom 
Italia has indicated it was not 
searching for a friendly c ompan y to 
take it over. 

Olivetti stock rose 5 cents to close 
at 2.85 euros, while Telecom Italia 
rose 21 cents to 9.80 euros. 

Telecom Italia is considering ap- 
pealing the Cohsob ruling. But both 
eomnanies plan in the next days or 


Mirror Group Spurns Trinity Offer 


LONDON — Minor Group 
f**- on Monday rejected a second 
takeover offer from Britain’s lead- 
regional newspaper publisher, 
TnnityPLC. saying the £959 mil- 
lion ($134 bflHon) cash-and-stock 
offer was too low. 

. The pnblisherof The Mirror said 
it was continuing talks with Re- 
gional Independent Media Group, 
which is owned by Candover Part- 
ners, & venture-capital group. Mir- 
ror Gronr -1 — J ~ *- f - 


op already has rejected a 
bid from Regional of £913 nrilKnn 


in cash, wortli 200 pence po 1 share, 
and people close to Regional said a 


second offer was not likely until it 
gained government antitrust clear- 
ance, which could take more than 
three TTwnthg 

Trinity said it would offer 210 
peace per Minor share, consisting 
of 40 pence in cash plus 035 of a 
Trinity share. Minor stock rose 9 
pence to 203 pence on Monday, 
while Trinity shares climbed 9 
pence to 495. 

Trinity previously had made an 
all-stock offer that faltered in 
January over the rote that Minor's 
chief executive, David Mont- 
gomery, would have. His resig- 
nation two weeks later encourage 


Trinity to prepare a second bid. 

A Trinity spokesman said the 
stronger business that would result 
from a merger would benefit 
shareholders. Trinity’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Philip Graf, would con- 
tinue as head of the expanded 


group, while Mirror Group's chief 
” rood. 


executive, John Allwood, would 
become deputy chief executive. 

Trinity said Monday that its 
1998 profit rose 43 percent, to £53 
million, while earnings per share 
rose 42 percent, to 45.4 pence. 
Sales at the group rose 5.4 percent, 
to £342.4 million. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters, AFX) 


2 Banks Act 
On Revising 
Ruble Debts 


Investor’s Europe 
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Gucci Presses Shareholders 
To Keep LVMH Off Board 


Bloomberg News 

AMSTERDAM — Gucci Group 
NV urged its shareholders Monday 
to vote against LVMH Moet Hen- 
nessy Louis Vmtton SA’s request to 
name a representative to Gucci’s 
board as it braces for a court show- 
down with the French company. 

Gucci, which lists its shares in 
Amsterdam, said it would bold a 


to 


*** un- MAL imjra iiJL 

weeks to try to convince Telecom 
s h areholders of the value of their 
respective plans for raising Tele- 
com’s profit and share price. 


in com plian ce with Dutch law, 
which says that anyone with a 10 
percent stake in a company is per- 
mitted to call such a meeting. 
LVMH wants to name Umberto 
Guida, an Italian outsider, as a new 
member of Gucci’s board. 

LVMH has amassed a 34.4 per- 
cent stake in Gucci but has refused 
to make a foil takeover offer. 

Last week, LVMH filed suit in 


Amsterdam against Gucci to 
prevent Gucci from issuing 
options with voting rights that 
would dilute LVMH’s stake to 26 
percent. 

- LVMH’s case against Gucci is to 
be heard Wednesday by the Am- 
sterdam Enterprise Chamber of the 
Court of Appeals, with a decision 
doe that day or within 15 days af- 
terward. 

The legal challenge was die latest 
step in a battle pitting Bernard 
Arnault, LVMH’s chief executive 
and contr ollin g shareholder, against 
Domenico De Sole, Gucci’s CEO. 

“Even if Gucci wins this time, 
LVMH won’t just give up,” said 
Fernand deBoer, an analyst at SNS 
Securities in Amsterdam, who said 
toe corpo rate battle “could take as 
long as one or two years.” 
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Profit at Renault 
Soared 63% in ’98 


CeasAdbf Om Stag From Diipxha 

PARIS — Renault SA said 
Monday that its 1998 profit 
soared 63 percent, bolstered by 
cost cuts and the continued suc- 
cess of new models, such as the 
Clio compact car and toe 
Megane Scenic minivan. 

Renault said it earned 135 
billion euros ($ 1 .49 billion) last 
year, up from 827 million euros 
in 199/. The company cut costs 
by 137 billion euros during 
1998, die first year of a three- 
year plan to cut costs by 3.1 
billion euros. Sales rose 173 
percent to 37.2 billion euros in 
what the company’s presi dent, 
Louis Schweitzer, described as 
“a year of success.” Renault 
reiterated that it was studying a 
able linkup with Nissan 
>. (Bio 


possi 

Moto 


otar Co. (Bloomberg, AFP ) 


Caq&dbyOwSufFmmDisptacha 

LONDON — A messy conclu- 
sion to Russia’s contentious restruc- 
turing of ruble debt seemed inev- 
itable Monday after two banks rep- 
resenting foreign holders of toe de- 
faulted debt broke ranks and ac- 
cepted terms imposed by Russia last 
year. 

On Monday, Chase Manhattan 
became the second foreign bank to 
agree to restructure some of die 
frozen ruble bonds, accepting Rus- 
sian terms. On Friday, Deutsche 
Bank said it had agreed to restruc- 
ture some of its own and its clients* 
ruble debt. 

The Russian plan incensed for- 
eign creditors when details first 
emerged in December because it 
offers them less compensation than 
their Russian counterparts. Foreign- 
ers hold around one-third of the 
ruble debt, valued at $40 billion 
when Russia stopped servicing it 
and devalued the ruble last August 

Both Deutsche and Chase are 
members of a panel of 19 banks that 
was set up to negotiate with Mos- 
cow following the default. 

Deutsche, the panel's chairman, 
also chairs the London Club of com- 
mercial creditors with which Russia 
is currently trying to negotiate a 
restructuring of Soviet-era loans. 

Deutsche was expected to be 
asked to step down as chair of the 
panel on Monday at an extraordi- 
nary meeting called in London. 

Banking sources said toe meeting 
was likely to see other panel mem- 
bers declare their intention to re- 
structure debt, while hardliners dig 
in for a long and bitter fight. 

( Reuters , Bloomberg) 



Source: Telekurs 


Very briefly: 


• Italy's economy expanded 1.4 percent in 1998, the gov- 
ernment said, its slowest growth in two years. Italy’s growth 
was also the slowest among toe 1 1 nations that adopted the 
euro as their currency this year. 

•The European Commission cleared the merger of Astra 
AB of Sweden and Zeneca Group PLC of Britain bnt only 
after toe companies agreed to take steps to divest themselves of 
properties dial would have given them more than 50 percent of 
the market in toe treatment of hypertension and anesthetics. 

• AssiDomaen AB, Sweden’s largest publicly traded forest 
owner, fired its chief executive, Le nnar t Ahlgren, saying that 
it was looking for a leader who was more focused on clients 
and the market His deputy, Roger Asserstaahl, will replace 
him temporarily. 

• Ban que Nation ale de Paris SA’s profit rose 22.6 percent Jo 
1.11 billion euros ($1.22 billion) in 1998. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


Dragon, the Little Innovator, Battles Giants in Dictation Software 


By Diana B. Henriques 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Dragon Systems, a 
developer of speech-recognition soft- 
ware based in Newton, Massachusetts, 
that is scheduled to sell shares to the 
public sometime in the next few weeks, 
is not your typical software debutante. 

' Tzs two founders, who are in their 50s, 
can remember when computers filled 
entire moms, not just briefcases. 
Moreover, the company has no debt, and 
it has real revenue; it even has profit 
And it has very impressive products. 

; In the interest of full disclosure: Early 
in 1997. 1 was hit with a mild but stub- 
born case of carpal tunnel syndrome that 
continues to make long typing sessions 
painful. As a result, mis column (.and 
everything else ( have written over the 
past year, from personal letters to a 
nearly finished book) was written with 
the -help of the company's Dragon Nat- 
urally Speaking software, which con- 
verts words spoken conversationally in- 
to a computer's microphone into words 
typed on the computers screen. 

In fact. 1 now find it so much faster to 
dictate an article than to type it that I 
would continue to use Dragon's product 
■;ven if typing were once again a pain- 
free option. 

But great products do not always add 
up to great investments. Ask folks who 


an ordinary personal computer into the 
modem equivalent of a 1950s steno pooL 
Janet and James Baker, a married team of 
computer scientists, started Dragon Sys- 
tems in their living room in 1982. later 
telling Technology Review magazine at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy that they had named it after the 
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And one cannot gauge the success of an odds, they might never have set out to turn grams from Dragon and a few COm- 
initial public offering by the testimonials an ordinary personal computer into the petitors were too awkward to be at- 
of injured journalists. modem equivalent of a 1950s stenopooL tractive to most corporate and institu- 

Whai Dragon Systems has besides bal- Janet and James Baker, a married team of tional customers, other tha n hospitals 
ance-sheet strength and good products is computer scientists, started Dragon Sys- and law firms that valued the speed of 
a young and extremely fluid market niche terns in their living room in 1982, later transcription enough to put up with the 
that it already shares with big compel- telling Technology Review magazine at unnatural speech required, 
itors such as International Business Ma- the Massachusetts Institute of Technol- Nevertheless, IBM soon introduced 

chines Corp., Philips Electronics NV and ogy that they had named it alter the its own program. Voice Type, and other 
Microsoft Corp. Microsoft alone could pattern on their trousseau china. companies were not far behind. Sud- 

change the rales by simply knitting In Dragon’s early years. Defense De- dealy, a new software niche was up for 
speech technology into future versions of partment contracts and a short-lived for- grabs — and it would belong, everyone 
its ubiquitous Windows op- knew, to the first affordable 

erating system. — software that could recognize 

“Microsoft has already Its biff competitors are s till active: natural, conversational hu- 

said it is planning to include ^ f . . , , , man speech, without the ar- 

speech capabilities in Win- Microsoft plans to include speech tificiaJpauses 

dows 20°0,’ ’said Peter Rem- capabilities in Windows 2000, though , Most analysts said that 

mg, an industry consultant in V T“" < 5 & dream was about a decade 

Watertown, Massachusetts, that might raise new antitrust questions. away. But the Bakers realized 

although he said such product that the accelerating improve- 
bundling could invite another ments in computer speed *nd 

round of antitrust questions. ay into personal-computer applications memory would put the prize 

IBM, too, is ideally situated to bundle kept the company profitable, albeit ran- within reach much sooner, 
its speech programs into its hardware, rung on a shoestring. Then in 1990, the While marketing new Dragon Dictate 
said Jackie Fenn, a vice president at Bakers introduced Dragon Dictate, one applications — which by 1993 were 
Gartner Group, a research and consult- of the first large- vocabulary general- generating annual revenue of $13.2 mil- 
ing firm. purpose software products that could lion and profit of $2,1 million — the 

John Earle, president of Chant Inc., a convert spoken words into text on a Bakers threw everything they had into 
speech-technology software and ser- personal computer. die continuous-speech sweepstakes. To 

rices company in Marina del Rey, Cali- The words had to be separated by help finance their effort, they sold a 
omia, added, * ‘The risk, if that happens, maddening little pauses. And with a stake of about 35 percent of the company 
is that no one will need a separate ap- $9,000 price tag, the product was far to die computer disk-drive maker Seag- 
plication like Dragon’s.” from a mass-market star. ate Technology Inc. for $26.5 million. 

Of course, if the founders of Dragon According to Ms. Fenn of Gartner The result, which Dragon introduced 


Microsoft Corp. Microsoft alone could pattern on their trousseau china 
change the rales by simply knitting In Dragon’s early years. Defense De- 
speech technology into future versions of partment contracts and a short-lived for- 
its ubiquitous Windows op- 
erating system. ■■■ ■ ■ 1 ■ 

“Microsoft has already Its bis competitors are still active: 
said It IS planning to include lc . ^ ~ f - ■ j , 

speech capabilities in Win- Microsoft plans to include speech 

dows 2000.' ■ Mid Peter Flem- capabilities in Windows 2000, though 

that might raise new antitrust questions. 


mg, an industry consultant in 
Watertown. Massachusetts. 


Watertown, Massachusetts, that 1 

although he said such product 

bundling could invite another 
round of antitrust questions. 

IBM, too, is ideally situated to bundle 
its speech programs into its hardware, 
said Jackie Fenn, a vice president at 
Gartner Group, a research and consult- 
ing firm. 

John Earle, president of Chant Inc., a 
speech-technology software and ser- 
vices company in Marina del Rey, Cali- 
fornia, added, * ‘The risk, if that happens, 
is that no one will need a separate ap- 
plication like Dragon’s.” 

Of course, if the founders of Dragon 


ay into personal-computer applications 
kept the company profitable, albeit run- 
ning on a shoestring. Then in 1990, the 
Bakers introduced Dragon Dictate, one 
of the first large-vocabulary general- 
purpose software products that could 
convert spoken words into text on a 
personal computer. 

The words had to be separated by 
maddening little pauses. And with a 
$9,000 price tag, the product was far 
from a mass-market star. 

According to Ms. Fenn of Gartner 
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an easy-to-use program that does rec- 
ognize continuous h uman speech with 
remarkable speed and accuracy. The 
product won numerous awards from 
trade publications including PC World. 
Byte; magazine and Popular Home Auto- 
mation. 

But it was only then that die com- 
petition began in earnest Even as Nat- 
urally Speaking, with an initial retail 
price of $695, was still taking its bows, 
IBM introduced its own lower-cost rival, 
called Via Voice. Lemout & Hauspie 
followed with Voice Xpress. And Philips 
aggressively continued to develop voice- 
driven corporate applications, including 
foe Swiss rail system’s telephone in- 
formation line and Lufthansa AG’s air- 
line reservations system. 

Suddenly, Dragon was forced to cut 
its price — just when it was straggling to 
gear op production and customer sup- 
port services to meet a tidal wave of 
consumer demand. 

The company’s efforts have paid off. 

Dragon’s revenue for die first nine 
months of 1998. at $49.6 million, was 
nearly twice its total of $26.8 million for 
all of 1997. Its loss, generated by the 
high cost of racing for the continuous- 
sp^echprize, began to shrink in 1997, to 
34.9 million from $5 3 million the year 
before. Is the first nine months of 1998, 
the deficit vanished, and Dragon saw a 
profit of $8.6 million, of which $4 mil- 


J 1 1 ‘ 'iLiTTTl l W T: * 



Sources: PC Data; company reports 


Hungarian Firm Expects Big Returns From New Bus Ver * brief| y= 


Bloomberg News 

..BUDAPEST — North American Bus 
Industries Ltd., a Hungarian bus maker 
that sells to U.S. cities, said it expected 
profit to triple within three years after it 
iotfoduces its fiberglass bus model 
The company said it planned to start 
selling the new buses — which are safer 
than traditional steel-built models and 
cost about half as much to operate — to 
U.S. cities, probably to Los Angeles first, 
by die end of 1999. It said it was already 
negotiating with the Los Angeles trans- 
peri authority on a potential $75 million 
order. After that, it plans to target other 
IhS. customers and transportation au- 
thorities in Britain and France. 

./‘If this bus is what we think it is, it's a 


major environmental breakthrough,” 
said Peter Rona, the company’s chair man 
and president of First Hungary Fund, its 
majority shareholder. “We want to val- 
idate the 40- loot (.12.2 meter) composite 
bus by the end of die summer and ha ve an 
order in by the end of the year.” 

The optimistic forecast sent the com- 
pany’s shares up strongly Monday. They 
closed at 3,745 forint ($16.36), up 215, 
on the Budapest Stock Exchange. 

North American has seized 15 percent 
of the U.S. bus market since its inception 
in 1 992 as it benefited from lower labor 
costs in Hungary to compete with its' 
more expensive rivals. 

Now it is seeking to expand with the 
fiberglass model developed at its Bud- 


apest headquarters, which it expects will 
make it a takeover target among larger 
European bus makers. 

The company’s main competitor in 
the U.S. market is New Flyer Ltd., a 
Gartaritan manufacturer. 

Mr. Rona said the company expected 
to attract offers from foreign bus pro- 
ducers such as DaimlerChrysler AG, 
maker of Mercedes bases, and MAN 
AG, both from Germany, and Renault of 
France. They are expected to seek to buy 
North American rather than fight to 
break the patent on the new bus. 

“They’ll be able to get a great price 
far it,"’ Ddiko Vilics. a stock analyst at 
ING Barings in Budapest, said of the 
company. “They'll have a very suc- 


cessful year in 2000, even with the tra- 
ditional buses.” 

By using fiberglass instead of steel in 
the new model, the company can cut the 
weight of an average bus by half, to 25 
tons. The reduced weight cuts emissions 
as much as 60 percent and foe) costs as 
much as half, Mr. Rona said. 

Once the bus overcomes possible tech- 
nical problems, it is expected to raise the 
company’s annual profit threefold by the 
end of 2001 , In 1 998, company profit rose 
40 percent from the previous year, to $4.6 
million. The profit increase is expected 
because the bus costs no more to maka 
than a traditional steel bus yet can be sold 
for 15 percent more because of the energy 
it saves and its longer life span. 


• Hong Kong may announce foe merger of its stock and futures exchanges as soon - 
as Wednesday, when it announces its annual budget, as competition among Asian ! 
financial centos intensifies. 

• Four former directors of Brieriey Investments Ltd. of New Zealand were ‘ 

cleared of allegations they breached insider-trading laws in selling shares last year, ; 
after they resigned, for more than twice what the shares are worm now. ! 

• MFS Investment Management, based in Boston, saw two of its mutual-fund 
managers, Chris Felipe and John Brennan, quit to start their own investment firm, . 
which will manage a-hedge fund. 

• South African Breweries PLC, the maker of Castle lager and foe wadd’s fourth- ; 
largest brewer, said it would price shares at 428 pence, valuing the company at about 
£3.45 billion ($5/5 billion), as trading in its stack began in London. The company 
will use foe sale of about 70 milli on new and existing shares to increase its holdings ; 
in three breweries in Poland and finance expansion elsewhere in Central Europe. - • 

■ KPMG Peat Marwick said Japan had a record 61 foreign mergers and ac- * 
qmsitioos last year, a SO percent increase over previous years; the largest was the 
purchase by GE Capital Corp. of foe United States of a stake in Japan Leasing ; 
Corp. Bloo mb erg, AFP ■ 
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Japan Talks 
Of New Rise 
In Sales Tax 
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Australian Trade Deficit a Record 

Gap Tripled in January as Slowdown Cut Exports to Asia by 20% 
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again to reduce 

the budget deficit* 

;; We have to choose between 
raising the sales tax or inc reasing 
“«rae tax,” Mr. SakaiyasSd 
Sunday on a televi sion program 
broadcast on NHKL “Given the 
balance of Japan’s direct and in- 
direct taxes, it’s desirable to in- 
crease indirect taxes.” 

• The sales tax accounts for 34 
percent of Japan’s anticipated total 

tax revenue and fee income tax 58 - 

petcent in the current fiscal year. 

Japan raised the national sales 
tax to 5 percent from 3 percent in 
April 19 97 un der the administra- 
tion of Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Ha s hi m oto, who made fi«^ | re- 
form a priority. Many economists 
and opposition-party legislators 
blamed that increase far the 
plunge in consumer s pending that 
has helped push Japan into its 
worst postwar recession. 

In November, Mr. Sakaiya op- 
posed calls by ruling liberal 
Democratic Party members to 
suspend the sales tax to spur weak 
consumption. He said debate 
about suspending the sales tax 
would prompt consumers to hold 
back on buying major items and 
slow spending further. 

On Monday, Eimln» 
Sakakibara, the deputy finance 
minis ter, said he expected the 
economy to turn around in the 
middle of this year. He said that 
die crisis in Japan's financial sec- 
tor was over or about to end but 
that other economic uncertainties 
remained. 

The government forecasts the 
economy will contract Z2 percent 
in Ihe year ending March 31 and 
will grow 0.5 percent the follow- 
ing year. (Bloomberg, Reuters ) 




Knclu Miyazawa wants more 
monitoring of capital flows. 

Tokyo Urges 
IMF Reforms 

Cemv^tdbfOtrSa^FnmDbpacbes 

TOKYO — Finance Minister 
Kochi Miyazawa called Monday 
for a shake-up of the IMF, warn- 
ing that a failure to change it 
would damage national econo- 
mies and its reputation. 

The International Monetary 
Fund is “not frilly attuned” to 
financial crises caused by rapid 
movements of money, Mr. 
Miyazawa said in a speech read to 
a World Bank symposium by a 
deputy. He called for stronger 
monitoring of private capital flows 
and said IMF advice to countries 
in financial crisis also had to be 
reviewed. Imposing tight mone- 
tary and fiscal policies to support a 
country’s currency could backfire 
by hurting its economy, he said. 

Ihe IMF should be limited to 
actions directly related to resolv- 
ing a crisis, Mr. Miyazawa said 
He said its ability to pump money 
into crisis-struck countries could 
be increased by the creation of a 
lending facility for economies 
with good trade records. 

Finance ministers and central- 
bank governors from the Group of 
Seven leading industrial countries 
agreed in Bonn last month to ex- 
amine institutional reform of the 
IMF. (AFP, Reuters) 


CaqtMb/Q*SB(ffFmDbpaclKS 

SYDNEY — The trade deficit 
widened to a record in January, the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics said 
Monday, as slower global economic 
growth crimped demand for exports 
ranging from aluminum to zinc. 

The deficit nearly tripled to 1.4 
billion Australian dollars ($876 mil- 
lion) from 508 million dollars in 
December as the value of the nation’s 
exports dropped by S percent, with 
exports to Asia lading 20 percent. 

Exports to Japan, Australia’s 
biggest customer, fell 13 percent. 


month as businesses straggled to fill 
big orders for domestic customers. 

“There may be much hand- 
wringing over the record trade def- 
icit,” Colonial State Bank’s chief 
economist, Craig James said. “But 
it is an inevitable result of Aus- 
tralia’s success in a depressed world 
economy. Commodity pices are 


low, and Australia's trading part- 
ners are demanding less of our 
goods. At the same tiroe, Australian 
businesses and consumers are more 
confident and have higher incomes 
with which to buy foreign goods.” 

Consumer confidence has been 
fueled by Australia’s powerful eco- 
nomic growth, which hit 5 percent 
in the 12 months that ended SepL 30. 
There are plenty of other signs that 
growth remains brisk. 

Companies ran up their inven- 
tories of warehoused goods by 1.4 
percent in the last quarter of 1998, 
compered with a 1 3 percent increase 
in the third quarter, and borrowing 
by consumers and businesses rose 
13 percent in January from Decem- 
ber, the central bank said. 

“Personal lending was booming 
in 1998 and shows no signs of letting 
up in 1999,” said Harley Dale, an 
economist at Westpac Banking 
Carp. “The continuing surge in per- 


MCI WorldCom to Pursue 
Major Expansion in Asia 


Bloomberg News 

HONG KONG — MCI World- 
Com Inc., the No. 2 U.S. long-dis- 
tance phone company, said Monday 
it would spend $6J> billion this year 
to expand globally and that it 
planned to bolster its presence in 
Asia, where markets are opening to 
competition for the first time. 

Iu Asia, minna I revenue is ex- 
pected to rise to “a few billion dol- 
lars” in five years from about $100 
million now, said John Sidgmore, 
the vice chainnm of MCI World- 
Com. 

The company is stepping up its 
investment in Asia as South Korea, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and other 
countries begin to lilt restrictions on 
foreign ownership. 

MCI WorldCom has spent $12 
billion over the past several years to' 
expand its operations worldwide. 


“Investment in Asia has not been 
the kind of investment we and others 
have made;” Mr. Sidgmore said. 

He declined to disclose how 
much the company planned to invest 
in the region. 

Mr. Sidgmore, who also is chief 
executive of MCI WorldCom’s In- 
ternet unit, UUNet Technologies 
Inc., was visiting Hong Kong to 
announce the establishment of of- 
fices there. 

Staffed by 50 people, the offices 
will serve as UUNet and MCI 
WorldCom’s regional headquar- 
ters. 

UUNet plans to expand its busi- 
ness by selling its Internet infra- 
structure services to companies and 
other Internet service providers. 

In the fourth quarto-, MCI World- 
Com earned $443 million on sales of 
$8.01 billion. 


social lending provides solid support 
for ongoing strength in consumer 
spending.” But worldwide, weaker 
commodity demand has hit exporters 
hard. What Asia's recession robbed 
them of many of their best custom- 
ers, exporters turned to new markets 
in Europe and North America to 
make up the lost sales. Now they're 
watching those markets shrink, too. 

A senior economist ai Deutsche 
Bank AG, Richard Yetsenga, said 
that while the weakness in exports to 
Asia had been expected, the weak- 
ness in exports to Europe and Japan 
was worrying. 

“The European trend is partic- 
ularly worrying, given that that has 
been the market that has been so 
successful for us in the last year,” be 
said. “Exports to Europe are now 
only up about 6 percent over fee 
year, when a couple of months ago 
they were up over 60 percent over 
the year.” (Bloomberg, AFP, AP) 


Staff Cuts 
In Malaysia 

Bloomberg News 

KUALA LUMPUR — New 
Straits Times Press Malaysia 
Bhd., the country’s biggest 
publisher, said Monday it 
would dismis s up to 15 percent 
of its work force — its first job 
cuts ever. 

The slashing of as many as 
540 jobs is a rare move for a 
Malaysian company and high- 
lights the measures companies 
believe necessary to survive the 
recession. 

Associated charges will 
force New Straits Times into its 
second year of losses. In the 
year that ended Aug. 31, it lost 
693 million ringgit ($18.2 mil- 
lion). 

Shares slumped S.6 percent 
to 3.02 ringgit. The parent com- 
pany, Malaysian Resources 
Corp., fell 8 sen to 1.07 ringgit. 
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Inienuiioiul Hcnld Tribune 


Very briefly 


•Mitsubishi Electric Corp., one of Japan's largest elec- 
tronics makers, will double production of flash memory 
computer chips to meet growing demand. Its rivals Sharp 
Corp. and Fujitsu Ltd. earlier announced plans to expand 
output of the chips, which retain data even when their power 
source is interrupted. - 

•Daewoo Motor Co„ hoping to have the first fully foreign- 
owned vehicle assembler in Vietnam, has applied to buy out 
its military-owned local partner, the company said. 

• India cut its repurchase rate to 6 percent from 8 percent to try 
to spur economic growth and attract investment. 

•India's trade deficit widened to $7.79 billion for the 10 
months through January as exports fell 2 percent while 
imports rose 5 percent from a year earlier. 

•Japan’s sales of new motor vehicles slumped 9.9 percept 
from a year earlier to 357,485 in February, their 23rd con- 
secutive monthly decline, the Japan Automobile Dealers 
Association said. 

•Comson Corp., a Japanese maker of agricultural machinery, 
was effectively forced into bankruptcy after it missed two 
consecutive payments and banks suspended business with the 
company. 

•First Pacific Co. of Hong Kong said its net profit rose 70 
percent in 1998, to $360.5 million, on a one-time gain from 
sales of noncore businesses under the company’s restructuring 


- 

Advertisement For Information please contact, 

Lyora Raab: Fiat l>3-t)4t 4aS212or» mail ItdoOBit a 

INTERNATIONAL FUNDS 

QudMkautfinMbyfundgrai4iBtaS1MOMRD(POO(rsMcnonLC33-1 402809 09. e-mttfcHdate«n*3DpaLfr 

To receive free daily quotations for your 
funds subscribe at e luiKUOait.com 

March 1,1999 

http ;//www. iht-com/1 HT/FUN/funds. htm 1 



TIM mrgnl sratab Mute tajaacy of 

S- 

nHWiny; (Q * nrtnigMr. tn-mjarty; (i). 

tWW WMHy; (m) - monthly: Q - (wcj montMy 


































































PAGE 18 



'j 

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1999 . , 


World Roundup 


jets Sign Testaverde 

- football Vmny Testaverde, 
Who led the New York Jets to within 
a ‘victory of the Soper Bowl last 
season, signed a three-year contract 
worth nearly $193 million Monday 
to remain with his hometown team. 

'Testaverde. who signed as a free 
agent before the season, was 13-2 
as a starter after taking over for 
Glenn Foley. The 3 5- year-old quar- 
terback led the AFC in passing and 
directed the Jets to their first di- 
vision title since the team joined the 
NFL in 1970. (AP) 

Scottish CEO Suspended 

-soccer The Scottish Football 
Association, the governing body of 
Scottish soccer, on Monday suspen- 
ded its chief executive, Jim Farry, 
after an independent tribunal found 
the association bad acted negligently 
in' Jorge Cadete's transfer from 
Sporting Lisbon to Celtic in 1996. 

Celtic said Fairy's actions 
hindered the transfer, which took 
two months to complete from the 
time the clubs had agreed to a fee. 
Celtic said the delay might have 
cost it two trophies. Celtic finished 
four points behind Rangers in die 
league and lost the Scottish Cup 
semifinal, in which Cadette could 
not play, to Rangers. 2-1. The as- 
sociation will give undisclosed 
compensation to the club J Reuters) 

Nedved Carries Rangers 

-ice hockey Petr Nedved made 
up for the absence of Wayne Gret- 
zky by scoring three goals as the 
New York Rangers beat the Phil- 
adelphia Flyers, 6-5, in the National 
Hockey League Sunday. 

^Nedved scored a goal in each 
period, completing his hat trick with 
the winning goal with 6:28 left 
_In Vancouver, Dwayne Roloson, 
standing in for Dominik Hasek. 
made 15 saves as the Buffalo 
Sabres shut out the Vancouver Ca- 
nucks. 2-0. (AP, Reuters) 

Hjertstedt 'Wins Playoff 

"golf A 25-foot birdie pun by 
Gabriel Hjertstedt of Sweden on the 
first playoff hole Sunday gave him 
the victory over Tommy Armour 3d 
at- the Tucson Open for his second 
PGA tide. Hjertstedt (68) and Ar- 
mour (70) were tied at 12- under 
276 after 72 holes. (AP) 

New Zealand Fights Rack 

cricket New Zealand finished 
the third day of the first Test Mon- 
day on 203 runs for two wickets, 
416 runs behind South Africa in the 
first test in Auckland. South Africa 
had declared its innings closed on 
621 for five when Daxyll Cullman 
reached 275, breaking Graeme Pol- 
lock’s 274 not out as the highest 
Test score by a South African bats- 
man. (AFP) 

Y. A. Tittle’s Dream 

football The recent success of 
the once over-the-hill National Foot- 
ball League quarterbacks Randall 
Cunningham and Vurny Testaverde 
might turn out to be contagious. 

“All this is encouraging me to 
make a comeback,” said the Hall of 
Fame quarterback Y. A. Tittle, who 
is 74. “It seems all the older quar- 
terbacks around the league are do- 
ing welL" (LAT) 


A Chip Shot 
Falls, and 
Maggert Gets 
$1 Million 


By Clifton Brown 

New York Times Senice 

CARLSBAD, California — It ended 
the way a million-doUar match should 
end: not with a blunder, but with a 
birdie. 

After Jeff Maggert sank his 20-foot 
chip shot to win the Andersen Con- 
sulting Match-Play Championship on 


Match-Play Golf 


Sunday, he took a joyful leap in the air, 
celebrating the most significant victory 
of his career. Maggert prevailed over 
Andrew Magee on the second hole of 
sudden death, concluding a terrific 38- 
hole championship match at the La 
Costa Resort and Spa. 

Maggert and Magee were not expected 
to be around Sunday when the world ’s 64 
top-ranked players opened play Wed- 
nesday. But the finalists provided an 
entertaining match that offered great golf 
and hole- by -hole suspense. 

After troth players missed makeable 
putts on the back nine that could have 
ended the match sooner, Maggert cap- 
tured the $1 million first-place check 
and the championship with his chip shot 
at the par-3, 180-yaid 11th hole. 

After Magee's 30-fooi putt for birdie 
stopped four feet short of the hole, 
Maggert made the biggest shot of his life 
from the left rough adjacent to the green. 
He delicately sent the ball onto the green 
with his sand wedge, then exulted as the 
ball hit the hole, took a small bounce 
skyward and nestled into the cup. 

Maggert was not motivated solely by 
the money. With 13 second-place fin- 
ishes in the past eight years, and without 
a victory on the PGA Tour since 1993, 
he needed To prove himself as a closer. 



I. T. Lmctt^RoOcn 


Jeff Maggert chipping onto the sixth green during his victory at the 
Andersen Consulting Match-Play Championship in Carlsbad, California. 


And with this victory, he accomplished 
that goaL 

* ‘That chip was something that I really 
needed all day Jong.” said Maggert, who 
won for the first time since the 1 993 Walt 
Disney World-Oldsmobile Classic. 

“Thank God it came on the last hole. 
There are going to be a lot of doubters, 
but I have been around this game for a 
long time, and 1 have been waiting five 
and a half years to get back in the 
winner's circle.” 

‘ ‘The ending was pretty classic, ’ ’ said 
Magee. “I even enjoyed it a little bit. 
being the weirdo I am." 

There were many shifts in momentum 


throughout die match, which started 
with 18 holes in the morning, followed 
by 18 more and then the two extra holes 
in the afternoon. Magee was 3-up 
through eight holes in the morning, and 
he started the afternoon play still lead- 
ing, 2-up. But as he did throughout the 
tournament, Maggert remained steady 
and confident, despite struggling with 
putts from 5 to 10 feet, and he slowly 
whittled away at his early deficit. 

“1 knew inside that I had what it took 
to win tournaments,” Maggert said. 
“Guys that can play well when they are 
nervous are guys that win tourna- 
ments.” 


U.S. Panel Condemns 
IOC’s Culture of Gifts 

Mitchell Calls for ‘Reform at Every Level 9 


€ 


Gv&ittjbyOurSa&Frm Dispiactn 

NEW YORK — A US. Olympic 
Committee commission established to in- 
vestigate corruption in the awarding of 
the 2002 Winter Games to Salt Lake City 
condemned a “culture of gift-giving” in 
the Olympic movement, saying Monday 
that it needed comprehensive reform. 

“In order to restore the integrity of the 
Gaines, especially with the public, we 
believe there must be reform at every 
level.” said George Mitchell, the former 
U.S. Senate majority leader, after he had 
submitted the report to the U.S. Olympic 
Committee. 

“What the Sail Lake City people did 
was wrong, but they did not invent the 
culture,” Mitchell said. “It was in ex- 
istence and attributable in part to the 
close processes and unaccountability at 
the international level. ’ ’ 

The report traced the problems in Salt 
Lake City and other host cities to the fact 
that “ethical governance has not kept 

g ace with the rapid expansion of me 
Olympic movement.” 

“The Olympic Games have become 
big business for sponsors, host cities, 
athletes and the organizations that nialcg 
up the Olympic movement, ” the report 
said. The Salt Lake scandal, it continued, 
bad “exposed the weaknesses in the 
movement's governing structure and op- 
erations controls.” 

The Mitchell commission recommen- 
ded that the IOC drop its tradition of 
appointing members for life and instead 
have them elected by national commit- 
tees, sports federations and other con- 
stituent bodies. 

It called for the IOC to undergo regular 
audits and make public its financial re- 
cords. It also said bid cities and national 
Olympic committees should refrain from 
giving gifts to IOC members and dial 
travel expenses should be handled by a 
central fund administered by the IOC. 
Mitchell said it would be a “mis- 


placement of priorities” to call for the 
resignation of the IOC’s presi dent , Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, as a way to end the 
crisis. 

“We believe the solution should be a 
change in the system, not in any in- 
dividual,” Mitchell said. “A close d, 
self-perpetuating organization fostered a 
culture of gift giving. If President Sam- 
aranch andthc entire IOC leadership 
resigned tomorrow and no other changes 
were made, it would cot solve the prob- 
lem. What is really needed is compre- 
hensive reform.” 

The USOC itself escaped with little 
more than a slap ou the wrist from the 
commission. The report’s harshest lan- 
guage dealt with management of the 
USOC’s training program for athletes, 
which in at least one case was manip- 
ulated to help Salt Lake City's cause. 

A USOC statement Monday thanked 
the Mitchell commission for a “thor- 
ough report and thoughtful recommen- 
dations. ' The USOC’s president. Bill 
Hybl, is scheduled to make a more com- 
plete response, including actions on bid 
rules, at a news conference in Wash- 
ington on Wednesday. (AP. Reuters) 

■ Recommendations Are In 

A special IOC panel has issued rec- 
ommendations on whether to impose 
sanctions against the 13 members stOl 
under investigation in the Salt Lake City 
scandal, a commission member said 
Monday, The Associated Press reported 
from London. 

Jacques Rogge, a member of the six- 
man inquiry panel that met in Switzer- 
land over the weekend, said the group had 
sent its findings to President Samaranch 
and to the executive board. Rogge said he 
did not know when the board would 
convene to act on the report. 

The IOC has called a special assembly 
on March L7 and 18 specifically do deal 
with the scandal. 






Blazers Muzzle the Wolves 

Portland's Bench Is the Key to 100-93 Victory 


The Associated Press 

The Portland Trail Blazers became 
the first team to beat the Timberwolves 
in Minneapolis this season, confirming 
that they, and not the dysfunctional Los 
Angeles Lakers, are the team to watch in 
the Pacific Division. 

Portland won, 100-93.on Sunday,and 
three and a half weeks into this shortened 


NBA Roundup 


season, the Trail Blazers are atop the 
Pacific Division with a 9-3 record. 

"Our depth is a big advantage,” said 
Rasheed Wallace, who scored a season- 
high 22 points. “That’s going to lead us 
far into the playoffs.” 

Wallace led six players in double fig- 
ures and 10 Blazers saw at least 10 
minutes of action. 

Stephon Marbury had 25 points and a 
season-high 16 assists for the Wolves. 

Lakers 106, Rockets 90 Michael 
Jordan watched from a courtside seat as 
Dennis Rodman’s energy and Rick 
Fox’s big fourth quarter helped Los 
Angeles beat Scottie Pippen and the 
visiting Houston Rockets. 

Rodman, playing 26 minutes in his 
second game for the Lakers, had two 
points, 10 rebounds and two assists in 


addition to playing effective defense. 

Fox scored 15 of his 21 points in the 
first 6:55 of the fourth quarter to spark a 
19-8 run. 

Suns 102 , Warriors so In Phoenix, the 
Suns held Golden State to an NBA re- 
cond-tying six points in the fourth 
quarter. 

A field goal by Tony Delk with 3.5 
seconds to play allowed Golden State to 
match the NBA record set by Detroit at 
Orlando in December 1993. 

Nufluets 1 16 , Grizzlies 1 12 In Denver, 
Antonio McDyess scored 46 points to tie 
Grant Hill and Allen Iveison for the most 
points in an NBA game this season. 

Jan 101, Spurs 87 Karl Malone 
scored 30 points and Jeff Horaacek and 
John Stockton added 18 and 14 points, 
respectively, as Utah won in San Ant- 
onio. 

76en 87, Bucks 76 Allen Iverson 
scored 25 points, going only 8-for-24 
from the field but 9-of-J 1 from the free- 
throw Line, as Philadelphia won in Mil- 
waukee, stretching its w inning streak to 
four. 

Butts 90, Raptors 88 Randy Brown's 
19-footer at the buzzer hit the from of the 
rim, bounced straight up in the air and 
fell through the net to give Chicago a 
victory in Toronto. 



San Mire-nncMta Hm 


Kobe Bryant putting up a shot over 
the Rockets' Michael Dickersou. 

In games reported in late editions. 
Monday : 

Hum 84, Magic 78 In Miami, the Heat, 
playing without three starters, didn’tquit 
after falling behind, 37-17. “I saw that 
the guys had a deep desire to win.” said 
Pat Riley, the Miami coach. 

pistons as, Knicks68 Joe Dumars had 
21 points to lead Detroit to victory over 
visiting New York. The Pistons are 4-0 
since Dumars returned from a hamstring 
injury. 


UConn Is Big East Champ I 

—a 

Huskies Down Syracuse for 5th Title in 6 Years * 


The Associated Press 

Richard Hamilton helped QtynSSHSKlt'. 
earn another Big East tide* and the 
Huskies also handed SyraciiSt^a little 
payback in the process. 

Hamilton scored 26 points as No. 4 
UConn claimed its fifth regular-season 
conference title in the last six years with 
a 70-58 victory over the No. 24 Or- 




angemen (19-10, 10-8 Big East). Earlier 
this season, Syracuse beat the Huskies, 
59-42, for UConn’s first loss. The 
Huskies (25-2, 16-2) played that game 
without Hamilton and Jake Voskuhl, 
who were sidelined with injuries. “We 
definitely had something to prove,’ ’ said 
Khalid El -Amin, who added 21 for the 
visiting Huskies. “We wanted to come 
out and show we’re really the best team 
in the Big East” 

No. 3 Michigan State 60, Mo. 23 Pianfam 

46 Michigan Stale (26-4, 15-1 Big Ten) 
won its school-record 15th straight con- 
ference victory, downing the Purdue 
Boilermakers, ( 1 9- 1 1 , 7-9). 

Tennessee 68, No. 13 Kentucky 61 

Tony Harris scored 18 points as the 
Volunteers (20-7, 12-4 Southeastern 
Conference) upset Kentucky (22-8, 11- 


5) to sweq? the visiting Wildcats for the " 
first tiriSf in two decades and capture the 
SEC East Division crown. -X 

Mo. 17 College of Charleston 77, Ap- ’ 
patacfiSan State 67 The Cougars (28-2) 
rallied to beat Appalachian State in the .« 
Southern Conference championship 
game in Greensboro, North Carolina, to 
earn an automatic berth in the NCAA • 
tournament !.. 

Massachusetts 57, No. 24 Temple 49 4 

Monty Mack hit five 3-pointers as (he ‘7 
Minutemen (13-15, 9-7 Atlantic-10) 
held the visiting Owls (19-9, 13-3) to 
just two baskets for almost the entire .j 
second half. •< 

Murray State 62, Southeast Missouri 

si Aubrey Reese hit a running one- si 
hander at die buzzer to give Murray State 
(27-5) a victory over Southeast Missouri - ~ 
in the Ohio Valley Conference chain- * 
pionship game in Nashville and an 
NCAA Tournament bid. ^ 

• Georjje Mason University (19-10) i . 
also received an NCAA tournament *’ 
berth with a 63-58 victory over Old „ 
Dominion. They joined Samford, Win- ? 
throp and Stanford, who received auto- 
made bids on Saturday. ■; 

Samford (24-5) beat Central Florida, ■ 
89-61, for the TransAmerica Athletic - 
Conference title. L* 


FINANCIAL services 


Funding Problems? 

Fax BANCOR Today ! 
(632; S10-92S4 
w \rj >.v . b a c . c o m . p h 


Personals 

DAMSH BL0OT.43, wa rts tom ea Bud- 
nesatan. let UK 171 7307888 or Sax 
64Q.KT.40 Marti Wat London E14 SIP 


Legal Services 


DIVORCE H 1 DAY. No travel Wnfe- 
Bot 377, SiKtMV. IM 01776 USA. let 
97Q44M87. Fa: 97BH4S0181 


Business Opportunities 


OFSSHQflE COWERCIAL BANK vtn 
edabfehed correstwtiert rat a fionst ii p 
Chss A license. Manegamert available 
MEDIATE DSA®ffTuSS45/Hl Tet 
403i233S4BB Far 403233-8988 


OFFSHORE C0KPAMES. For to bio- 
data or aMoe Tat Lotion 44 tsi 7<t 
1234 Faic 44 181 748 8558/6338 
wmuppielonxo.uk 


Financial Services 


GUARANTEED 

SOLUTIONS 

T0RMDWG 


Wa an at* to proto 
BartaMe Guawtees lor 
- viable projects n new venues, 
fxaksti expansion, devetopmerS, 
and maps / uMsaans 


jAt Bn&HBDuma 
fnt RTSMATOHU, NC 

FAX: (63-2) 848-5273 


Financial Services 


Business Travel 


HTC, Pnjvttng A CarfdentBt Company 
Asti Tnrt ftrmawi Sandra - tWi Bam 
Accounts - Anonymous And <0 Free - 
TM +41 32 327 2414 
Fax: +41 32 322 2235 
&ot rionraUmirianovBirirtwaxom 


Business Services 


TOIffl OFFICE EN LONDON 
Bond Sonet - Mai. Phone. Fax, Telex 

Tet 44 171 290 9000 Fax 171 493 7517 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


kail back 

New 

Lower Rates! 


V Call the US. from: 

France 

20t 

Germany.... 

2h t 


27* 


22t 

U.K. 

16# 

N 'o !.■’! ‘i ■■ '.~:l • ’■ 

\o :W iiiiniur. 

Xo .-■rf ! !) (Vt 

- Xo \A- 


Instant Activation 
Fiber-Optic Networks 
itemized 6-Secnnd BHEng 
Ideal for Home, Office, 
Hotels and Mobile Phone s 

Agent Inquiries Invited 

Tel: 1^06.376.1962 
US.: 1.800.965.1626 
Fax: 1JtOS.376.1963 

417 Second Avenue West 
Seattle. WA sat 19 USA 
www.kaUback.com 
Email: info4Skallback.com 


IstfBudMK Class Frequent Travelers 
Worttwte Up a 50% dl ka coupons, 
no restrictions, imperial Canada Tet 
1-514-341-7227 Fax. 1-514-341-7998. 
e-mail. Hy0impenairansuHant5.com 
nfl pjto ww A apBrialransrttagtMom 


COMMERCIAL 

& INVESTMENT 

PROPERTIES 


AVENUE MONTAIGNE, 170 SO it. 
conmeidal offices for sale CfVEL Tet 
+33 fl))1 47 20 36 28 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Area Furnished 


Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL STATE 
AGENT IN PARIS 
Tel: 433 m 47-2OL05 

Fax +33 foil 47 20 31 04 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSES 
SperaMs 

Ftri3hr?d ^aitmerts, 3 ntrtta or mom 
or vMnfehed, raskfanfei areas. 

Tel: 433 (Dll 42 25 32 25 
Fac +33 (tfl 45 63 37 09 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Switzerland 


GENEVA, LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
ments. Firm studios to 4 OedroaiE. Tat 
+41 22 735 632] Fax +41 22 738 2671 


TENDER NOTICE 


LwHotian to bid Applications ore invited 
from sjuaSifed comparues/nrms, con- 
stnidwn and engineering servKBs, aw 
Sfctrt oil Wd developmenl project, con- 
Wudion and aignramg services of 
punping stations and oil transport sys- 
tems. 

Interested and eligible bidders may 
obtain more informa tio n and bidding 
documents from: 

GRAN IMS INTERNATIONAL LTD 
KEtZERSORACHT 
6264 

1015 AMSTERDAM 
THN NETHERLANDS 

Upon payment of refundable fee SI 70, 
completed bid documents in three 
copies, separately bound and deariy 


Next Special Heading 

REAL ESTATE 
“In and around PARIS” 
February 26th 1999 

REAL ESTATE in FRANCE 
March I2t ft 1999 

Far mare details please amtoci. 

Intensatto n ai Herald Tribune 

hi Parts 

TeL +31 ton 4 1 J3 93S5 
Fax: +7? (Ol I 41 4)43 70 
E-mall ctassitiedK&ihLaum 


Escorts & Guides 


ALL ABOUT 
EVE 

THE ESCORT SERVICE 

WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


LONDON 

0171 581 4888 

WTERNATTONAL 

CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


CIETY 


mG & 

The Host Prestigious Escort Agency 

Executive Service Worldwide 

Genus* Fasbfan. Gtamou 
A Cawafc Models 

SophaflcaM, ImeHgenL Sturaig Late 
HO h London. Estabfc/ftJ n Germany 
Brass*. Wan. USA 

Tel: 444 (0)171 266 1033 or 
+44 (0)7000 444476 


SWnZERLANMERHANY 
8ELGfiJH*LUXE¥B0URGdJf( 
4+31-20427 28 27 

ZurteWjenewaaseFBeme- 

faattnW)esbad»+Uoffi^ 

CliwrtdwHtaiKWtaiNMBflefffr 

BnmeMihrerp + Lnamboura 
** TRAVEL SERHCE WORUWBF* 

LONDON: (0)171-978 6606 
CQSIIQS Escort Agency - Craft Cans 



Azzura 


+44 (D) 707 4444 001 

The ftanattnsJ Escort Sarofce 
Ptmkfng a na» and frest ^pneft 


rternationd 

RES. 


WORLDWIDE 


World's top tafcnatfcirnd basal 

New York US Hq:1-21 2-765- 
“ .-B3CORTS.C0I 


OFFICE 0WTL 


ELITE ESCORT SERVICE * STAMM. 
MLAWHOMETTALTA nBOT ARB 
BflHSSELSTOWAW'SWrTZERUW 
COTE D’AZmCAWMAVU'SPAei 
Tet +39 (0)335 618 0438 CmB Carts 


+ 312 ^ 5789-221 

WORLD WD6 ESCORTS 

saacnoH from pictures 


j JET SET • VBMA * I 
— jnaMCHnourww \ 
ROHEiHJUfDUSSaiXffiF'La 
Vfema ++43-1-710 8) 55 Escort ! 


_ EUROCONTACT ifTL 

PAKS-Afnw5vroe«/A-zu»CH 

RivctTA-BRUSsasTONDomneaiA 

Miwraca GSMANY & PRAGUE 

cope#ttGBnaM>nffLSHW 
Escort Sendee Viena ++43-1-212 0431 


AWJWL Chawing, sopNsrieated. Ea- 
efift beauty. 24 hr pnrate escort ssvte 
m London. 01091 008 ooa Cradr cads. 


PARIS 

G0EYA Escorts ++41 79 6377884 

GENEVA PRETTY WOMAN * BASEL 1 * 

CM 022/ S46 00 ffi Escort Agency 1 

1AUSANN&MQWRBJ3WEVW 


* SCANDINAVIAN ESCORT SERVICE ’ 

“ Private & Exclusive Smddnln) ** 

Tat +46 8 221231 Fax +466 142250 

Emat HartioMraefaiOttertnUtt 

HIGH LIFE * VIENNA • 24 hn. 

MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE .’ 
VIENNA ++43-1-3B75890 s) cradl carts . 

PARS ESCORTS 
+3120-5789-221 


LONDON CONFIDENTIAL ESCOt An*- 
c/. SOM todies hr al occas km 

London) 0171 589 2894 

“‘ZURICH - 6ENEV4 - BERUP*** 
HAMBURG - FRANKRJRT - MLAN 
" CAWSMA ESCORT AGOCY ” 

Tet 0041-848 80 70 77 - Cradi Carts 

HADRS GLAMOUR — - 
TOP CLASS Escort Sente. Endfcb ' : 

Before midnight. Tet +34-013 73B B38 

ESCORT SERVICE SUTHERLAND 

Began lacks. 24 his. AS ere* carts. 

Travel Senm MoAMde 

Tat ZURICH +*41 (79] 407 0931 

■MAO® * HARMONY * BARCELONA* 

Rea rf Soar The raoto teniig eecraf 
service. Tat 819860928 or 630983182 

ALEXIA. ELEGANT & attracOm teflan. 

A Very Special Wans Escort Service. 

Tet London 07887 6M0B3 

MADRtD’WESTKIE'HARCEljONA THE 

BEST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE 

CRHXT CARDS. Tet +84^13883588 ( 

AMSTERDAM * DREAMS * ESCORTS 

Bod Dtnoer Dak Saves hr Han or Ha. 

Tet +31 fllj 2084 02 688 or 64 OB 111 

NEW H GQIEVA 

Sansuri Lady Escort Agency 

Tet ++41 22 735 14 21 

AMSTERDAM * DREAMS * ESCORTS 
and Dinner Defc Sendee hr Hkn or Her. 

Tet. +31 (01 2Mt 02 SB6 a 84 02 111 

PRME TIE ENTERPRISES ~ 

Escort Santo in Hew York C2y 

212-279-8522 

ANNA EXOTIC BRUNETTE educated 
taauly. LartorVAliptMs. 2tfrs. Frienh 
Bam sente 07803 1 » m. Certs 

SPANISH AND FttJPWA For dinner t 
darting, fttewh, efeaw A dscraet 

UK 0788 76^ 576 / 077 887 7 6121 

ARIANA BEAUTIFUL Continental 
Blonde. An exclusive Private Escort & 
ttm Stnte. London 0788S 77 55 54 

WARM & VERY DISCREET . 

Bran Santo Nra in tmknJet ++49 

W 177 522 4556 

•BHUSSELS* 

SanHne, Chssy Escort Semn 

Tat *3ZZMA1.12 


BEAUTIFUL YOUNG BRAZILIAN 
Friend^ Eadushe, Chanting Ctmpanhn 
barton Escort Sente OfiW 378989 


OA®»»T0GEmER Escort Sente. 

Ctfc & Discreet. London 0378 347 ai ; ! 

BLACK ffiAUTY ESCORT SBMCE 
Bchstve Begani Educated A Friend* 
London A HeaDnv. 01812019336 CsS 

TOUNS BOOa - Nice and (rianOh pri- 

^^aerrtce.SoptoUndon: ^ 



fflOII MONACO YOUNG MODEL 

Iks Summer 95, Sentend 

Esaxt senrioatondofl 0171 B13 52S0 

'ZURICH* 

Savta 

T«t 078/ 403 30 8T 
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Sister Acts 
Serena and 
Venus Both 
Win Titles 




By Sal A. Zanca 

New York Times Service 


t 

t... • 


SPORTS 


PARIS — Venus and Serena Wil- 
liams divided and conquered. Until re- 
Grady* they traveled together and played 

as pa rt of a family that kept its distance 

from the tennis establishment But there 
was something they could never do 
when they bom entered the same tour- 
nament 

On Sunday, worlds apart, they ^ 
tennis history' when both won tour- 
naments on the sanift day. 

Serena, 17, ranked 24th in. the world, 
took he ar first WTA Tour singles title, 
winning the Gaz de France tournament 
over Amelie Mauresrao of France, 6-2, 
3-6, 7-6 (7-4). About five honny t fltrx . 
Venus, lg, ranked No. 5, repeated as the 
winner of the IGA Supcrthnft Classic in 
Oklahoma City, beating Amanda Co- 
etzer of South Africa, 6-4, 6-0. 

It was the first tima that sisters had 
won tournaments in the same week on 
* b j* WTA Tour. Two sisters played in 
Mals on the same day in April -1091, but 
Mannela Maleeva lost in Spain and 
Magdalena Maleeva lost in Croatia. 

Venus Williams’s title was her fourth 
professional singles title. But Serena, 
who will move up to No. 21 in the 



ra nkings , could boast that she was three 
months younger ft an Venus in winning 
her first singles tide, taking it at 17 years 
and 5 months. Serena needed one hour 
and 57 minutes to beat Manresmo, 
another up-and-coming teenager, while 
Venus downed Coetzer in 58 minutes. 

Serena, who won mixed-doubles 
tides at Wimbledon and the U.S. Open 
last year, said, “I’ll see Venus soon.” 

& Oklahoma City, Venus said, “I 
found out dial she won before I came out 
to play the match, so I really felt that it 
was my doty to come out here and 
win.” 

The sisters have won three doubles 
titles playing together on the WTA 
Tour. But now they are trying different 
schedules, with their father, Richard, 
following one, and their mother, Or- 
acene, following the other. 

Richard Williams has said he expects 


BtymTnty/AP 

It was a happy Williams family as 
Venus, above, won in Oklahoma, 
and Serena, left, triumphed in Paris. 

Serena to become abetter player than her 
older and, so far, more accomplished 
sister. Serena narrowed the gap Sunday. 

Ma rina fflngjg o nce noted that Venus 
always has been the primary focus of the 
family’s attention. Serena has been 
more in the background, playing a sup- 
porting role. 

“It’s actually kind of weird, espe- 
cially since I'm usually never apart from 
her,” Serena said, referring to Venus. 

After all the talk about the huge size 
of Manresmo 's shoulders at the Aus- 
tralian Open, Hingis, who lost to 
Maure&mo in the quarterfinals in Paris 
on Friday, said she thought Serena’s 
shoulders were bigger. Serena agreed. 

4< I think mine are more cut, actually, I 
mean definitely,” Serena said, “tiers 
are strong. Mine are more cut and more 
built ” 


Cycling Dynasty Stays the Pace 


By Samuel Abt 

International Herald Tribune 


G HENT, Belgium — The Planck- 
aexts are a dynasty in bicycle 
racing in Belgium and, like royal 
families everywhere, they worry about 
their lines of succession. A fey son here, 
a weak-willed nephew there and the 
family will be the stuff of history 
bodes. 

That is not ihe 
brothers envisi 
Willy, bora 1944, Waller, bom 1948, and 
Eddy, bom 1958 — wore all tough, de- 
termined riders and spoke of their pride 
in being Pianckaerts the way other ma- 
rauders might boast of being Vikings. 

“In the tradition in Belgium, the name 
'Planckaen’ irvans something.” Walter 
Planckaert, now the directeur sportif of 
the Patman s team in Belgium, said last 
weekend before the 54th Het Volk race 
began in Ghent “The name is very 
hard." He did not mean hard to bear. 

Willy Planckaen emerged in 1964 
when he finished second in the world 
amateur road race championship. In a 
dozen-year career as a professional, be 
won such big Belgian races as Brussels- 
Charieroi-Brusseis, the Circuit of Cen- 
tral Flanders, Across Belgium and the 
Grand Prix Pino Cerami. In 1966, he 
won the green-points jersey in the Tour 
de France and two daily stages. 

Among other successes, Walter 
Planckaen won the esteemed Amstel 
Gold Race classic in 1972, the Tour of 
Belgium in 1977, Across Belgium in 
1977 and 1984, the Grand Prix E3 in 
1976 and Kuuroe-Bmssels-Kuume in 
1973 and 1979. In 1976, he fulfilled the 


dream of every Flemish rider by tri- 
umphing in the Tour of Flanders. 

Eddy Planckaert won that prize also, 
in 1988, and added another revered clas- 
sic, Paris-Roubaix, in 1990. In 1988, be 
won the points jersey in the Tour de 
France, where he also won two stages. In 
major races in Belgium alone, he fin- 
ished first in the Fleche Brabanconne in 
1983, the Grand Prix Harelbeke in 1987 
and 1989, the Tour of Belgium in 1984, 
Across Belgium in 1985 and 1988 and 
Het Volk in 1984 and 1985. 

After Eddy Planckaert retired in 1991, 
a new generation joined the professional 
ranks the next year Jo Planckaen, bom 
1970. ihe son of Willy. Because he 
scored 15 victories in his last year as an 
amateur, the throne seemed secure. 

After some anxious times, perhaps it 
finally is. As thousands of his fellow 
Belgians watched on Saturday and Son- 
day, Jo Planckaert, who rides for the 
Lotto team, finished fifth in Het Volk 
and then won the Kuume-Brussels- 
Kuume race. Both are demanding semi- 
classics over many cob b lesion ed 
climbs. 

His sprint victory in Kunme over a 
resurgent Johan Museeow was unex- 
pected. With his rather open, sweet face, 
Jo Planckaen does not have the intense 
look, the heavy brows of the other 
Planckaerts, nor does he have their re- 
cords. * ‘Jo is a very good rider,” Walter 
Planckaen insisted. 

“But he doesn't have my character,” 
he admitted. “It's not the same as 
mine.” 

In his career, Jo Planckaen has fewer 
than 20 victories, mainly in Belgian ker- 
messes, basically exhibition races. Be- 


fore last weekend, his high points were - 

victories last year and this year in a stage 

of the Etoile de Besseges, a minor racg-ij 
that opens the season in France, and a a & 
second place two years ago in Paris*' ^ 
Roubaix. 

“He’s only 28 and this is the year for 
him to win a big race, like the Tour of 
Flanders,” Uncle Walter said at Het 
Volk. “This is the moment.” 

Jo Planckaert agreed. “Being a 
Planckaert is special in cycling,’ ’ he said . 

In a separate interview. “It's a lot of . 
pressure. I can live with pressure. 

“I'm going good now,” he contin-. 
ued. “I nope I can make some good ; 
races, get some good results.” And then 
hedid. ' • 

The big spring classics where the. 
earlier Planckaerts established their • 
nam e — the Tour of Flanders and Paris- . 
Roubaix — are still more than a month 
away. Allhough Kuurae-Brussels; < 
Kuume is a nice victory, it will increase • 
the pressure on Jo Planckaert. 

Besides, there is another Planckaert. 
moving up in the chain. Thai would be * 
Francesco Planckaert, 16, the son of 
Eddy. As a junior last season, he won 30 . 
races, most of them easily. - 1 

"Eddy is t rainin g him to be dom; ■ 
inant." said Allan Peiper, a former fine . 
rider from Australia who now lives in ; 
Belgium and watches (he racing scene, • 
“He makes him attack from the first . 
kilometer. Francesco just leaves every- 
body behind. ’ . 

“If the boy is ahead by 5 minutes, 30 , 
seconds, Eddy tells him he's only 30 ; 
seconds up and get moving. Francesco . 
will be in the Planckaert mold, the fan> , 
ily will see to that.” 
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BASKETBALL 


NBAStanmmos 


ATLANTIC DMSKM 



W 

L 

Pd 

GB 

Oriando 

10 

A 

.714 

_ 

Miami 

9 

4 

£92 

54 

New York 

0 

5 

MS 

154 

Phtedefalte 

8 

5 

■ 615 

154 

Boston 

6 

5 

645 

254 

Washington 

4 - 

7 

364 

454 

Now Jersey 

2 

10 

.167 

7 

CENTRAL DmnOH 


Indiana 

9 

A 

j®2 



Atlanta 

8 

S 

615 

1 

Detroit 

8 

6 

J71 

154 

' Milwaukee 

6 

5 

545 

2 

■Cleveland 

5 

6 

ASS 

3 
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4 

8 

333 

454 
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4 

10 
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Charlotte 

2 

9 
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Utah 
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2 
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— 
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8 

5 
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3 
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6 
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San Antonio 

6 

8 
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5 

9 
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□ctoas 

5 

10 
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7 
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4 

9 
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7 
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Portland 

9 

3 
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— 
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8 

4 
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1 

Pboentc 

8 

5 

515 
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6 
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7 
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Sacramento 

6 

7 
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O: Anderson 9-151-1 as AnaMnUO 1-2 TO 
M: Mourning 5-20 14-15 24 Porter 6-10 2a 
17. M w nfa Orlando 45 (Mtaw.11), 
Miami 44 (Brawn 9). Assists: Orlando 21 . 
(P -Hnnfcway e), Mfenrf id (Warm 6). 

Now York 22 19 15 12— <8 

Detroit H 9 B 11 — *9 

N.Y_- Houston 4-12 4-5 13. Johnson 5-n 2- 
5<ft DsDuman 7-11 *421, Harter 7-12 W) 

. Monads New York 50 (Ewing «, 
Ditto# 55 (HW 111. AhUK New YOlk 12 
(Chads fij, Detroit 24 (HU 8). 

Watt - 29 25 25 22-101 

Sea Anton* 17 23 22 25—87 

U: Malone 11-24 *9 3a Hotnnask *9 « 
lft SJL- Dunam 10-17 1-4 21, OanM 4-73- 
6 13. R sttii Hs. Utatt 48 (Ostertag HD, San 
Antonin 54 (Dunam UJ. AmWt Wall 24 
(Stockton 1 Q, Son Antonio 21 CEfeti- 
P Hodofthto 17 23 24 23-87 

MOWHUttii 17 24 12 23-74 

P! hmon 8-24 Ml 2ft Hoghei WM 177 
M: Alton M2 1-1 14 Robinson 7-15 0-0 14. 


PffladMpMi 42 (Geiger 91 
MBMrafeee 45 (HO HD. Assists: PblaiMphla 
23 Oveaori 7}, Mferaufcw 12 (Braxton 5). 
Houston 27 21 24 18— 90 

ULlAhm 24 24 27 29—1*6 

It Qtajtwoa 11-170-222, PJppen 6-18 44 
lftU*i»:Ottai!7-10*142ZBiynnt*202- 
2 18. MfeawdSi Houston 46 (Hrarfngton 109. 
Udcen 50 (Rodman ltD.Aastots: Houston 19 
(Pippent), Lottos 20 (Bryant Fisher 3). 
Chicago 25 U 31 9 9-98 

Toronto 24 19 IS 23 7— 88 

G Barry 8-18 2-3 19, KotacS-lS 7-8 1ft V. 
WKs 8-19 M 19, MtaBaoe 7-12 04) 14. 
Rattoubds: CMcago *5 (Harper 1% Toronto 
59 (Oddey 12). Asabtc Orieogo 21 (Kutoc 

9), Toronto 21 (D-Brown7}. 

29 20 2ft 23-488 
19 25 24 23- 93 
P: WaAace JO-141-2 22 Rktor 8-14 0-0171 
M: Mcsboryft-198-n 24 Ganwtt6-ll 5-717. 
Rettnentto. Portend 61 (B£nmtSabeni»B). 
Minnesota 51 (Grentob Smith 99. Assists: 
Portland 22 (Stawtamba 91, Mtaaesata 22 
(Mrebwyld). 

CtortollTlato 25 34 24 4— 89 

.Phsrate. 24 28 24 26-102 

Gi: Deft 7-14 1-2 1ft Coffey 4-10 *6 U 
Starks 5-15 *4 14 Pi Robinson 8-13 M 2ft 
Gagflate 4-12 8-10 20L tett sands: Gakton 
SUadO(Cateyl21,Plloeidx44(GagBaila8). 
AssUcGrddnStoto 16 (Starts 5), Phoenix 
250Oddin. 

Vanoswar 29 24 23 34-112 

Denar 35 27 2< 28-114 

V: Mnsanbaig 10-15 7-13 27, Abdoi<- 
WohteSJSM ID Oi Mc Dyosa 14-25 14-18 
44B5taps5-tl.04UZWbsblagtan3-43-41Z 
Rui motor-' Vanamvcr 45 UAasnDtuSaf Tit' " 
D«rwor49 (McDycss U9- AHhte VtatoWm 
' 27 (Bfti>y lift Doomt 29 (Van Ejh*)JQj- 

UJ.C0IUM»CO8i8 

Men .. 
tom 

Na.1 Mlrto g m SL (24-OitoL No. 23 Purd— 
0901)6046. 

ItaACn. (25-2) M-lttx248fma(19-. 
1817058. 

Na-mfentaW (224) tosMa Term. 6*41. 

Mu 17. M. to ami rt sn (2*23 M. Ap- 
pakKManSfc7747. 

M. -14. T wpla 094) totolaMasa. 57-49. 

IUMMOOUMIS 
Ford ham 74, Rhode Mand 70 
Mamadnstoto 57, Temple 49 • 

Ctomaan 92, Georgia Tedt*4 
Wote Fento7ft N. Cantona St 45 
Iowa SL 50, Kansas 50 
Noire Dane 7ft Boston Cortege 59 
Idaho 64, Boise 3L59 

ANBKA BUT CONmSIH 
Dehnsna 90, Mton73 


Orexd 54 Hohsbn 37 


IBnob 77, Pern SL 75 
Pvrdue72>OhloSL59 


HTML 

George Mason &L Old Danlnion 58 


Siena 56, Marts) 55 
SL Peters 7ft Niagara 70 
rmnne 
msr round 
VatparatooBL Chicago St 43 
W. Illnoto 77, MissourVXansds CBy 71 
Youngstown St 7ft S. Utah 56 


aadimatl 77. Maniatoto 68 
Intone 87, Loais«tte74 

The AP Women's Top 25s 


Tbp 25 Esamc In 
women' ■ ettoego treakotfuil poO, wWi 1M- 
U 

httMtSOl polMa based on 28 points lor 
Ist-pUcotfole through 1 point forSdvplac* 
vaM*nd previous ranking: 


Safer 6ft Wis^Gnan Bay 64 30T 
Debatt 8ft Cleveland St 65 


CreigMon 7ft SW Missouri St 70 
Evan«1Be6ft 8radfcy63 


Coot Com. St 82. MtL-Bafflmore Courtly 72 
Mmir tf StMn ryftMd. 6ft St Fronds. N .Y. 66 

FINAL 

Murray St SL SE Missouri 61 


muraiALO 
Bocfcna8 5&LeMgh50 
Lafayette 7ft Colgate 71 


FOWL 

Coftof Otartoston 77, Appaladilan St 67 

MM Bar COtoFUMCB 

OMnfMALS 

AritaisnsSt87, Ro.(rtama ten ol69 
W. KsrdBKkfTft Loototona TactiM 

. ... wresT.coANT < I'isrFsn iwi's 
SEMOWULB 

Goraoga 7dSt. Muirs, CaL 57 
Santo OaraSft PeppsnBm54 

WOWN 
top a* 

Ha.1 Panto* Qt-i) del Ohto State 72-59. 
No. 2 Tern. C2MB dot. No. 14 C<l (2343 8569. 
No- 6 Com. {2S« dri. St Johnrs 82-58. 

Na.7 IMgsrs QM) deL Miaral 79-53. 

Na.8 Date 0463 IctotoNa. UCkinsoo (23- 
5)74-71. - 

No. 9 Vo. Tech Q6-2) lost to Xovtor 86-79. 
No. 18 N. Done (2MJ del Vflknow 83^3J 
NO. 13 NJC. Q44) deC. No. 19 Vo. (2*8) 83-71L 
Nol 15 Phbi St Q1-7) tosTta I Snob 77-75. 



Record 

PH 

PM 

1. Purdue (37) 

27-1 

1520 

1 

ft Tennessee (2) 

' 2*2 

983 

2 

3. Louisiana Toch (1) 

24-2 

945 

3 

4. Colorado St 0) 

29-1 

B99 

4 

40U Domtokm 

23-3 

846 

5 

dConnedtart 

256 

819 

6 

7. Rutgers 

266 

7W 

7 

4 Notre Dame 

24-3 

720 

10 

9. Taras Tech 

2*3 

666 

11 

10. Duke 

246 

623 

8 

11. North CaroTma 

266 

569 

13 

lft Virginia Tedi 

26-2 

564 

9 

IftCtotraon 

2*5 

545 

16 

14. Georgia 

236 

490 

14 

15. Oregon 

236 

438 

IB 

Id UCLA 

21-7 

424 

12 

17. UCSatda Borina 

23-3 

320 

21 

18. Perm SL 

21-7 

305 

15 

19. Virginia 

2*8 

257 

19 

20.LSU 

2*7 

250 

17 

21. Iowa SL 

2*6 

219 

20 

22. Alabama 

19-10 

149 

24 

23.FkLMMreritonat 

216 

102 

25 

ftLTukroe 

2*5 

68 

— 

25.-Karaas " - 

216 ■ 

- -67 

-22 


Carolina 

27 

23 12 

66 

160 

154 

Florida 

22 

22 16 

60 

153 

159 

Washington 

25 

30 5 

55 

1S3 

159 

Tampa Bay 

13 

41 5 

31 

123 

214 

wisran < 

SOM HU 

uc 

■ 



central crvtsroM 



Detroit 

31 

25 6 

68 

183 

158 

SL Louis 

25 

24 10 

60 

165 

151 

NashvOe 

21 

33 6 

48 

141 

193 

Qtkzigo 

17 

37 8 

42 

136 

196 

NORTHWEST DmSMH 



Cotorofe 

30 

22 8 

68 

163 

147 

Edmonton 

23 

28 9 

55 

164 

156 

Calgary 

21 

29 ID 

52 

155 

174 

Vancouver 

19 

33 9 

47 

148 

189 


PAOFK DTVtSION 



Dallas 

38 

11 9 

85 

171 

116 

Phoenix 

30 

20 10 

70 

149 

136 

Anaheim 

27 

25 9 

63 

164 

150 

San Jose 

20 

27 14 

54 

135 

144 

Las Angeles 

23 

33 5 

51 

140 

162 

SUNDAY 

-mum 



Ptoesett 



1 

0 

0-1 

New Jersey 



2 

1 

1—4 


Second Period : C-Okzyk 6 (Amonte. 
MnnsonJI Thini Period: None. Shots on goal: 
5 X.- 13-9-5—27. C- 6-11-10-27. GoaDas: 
Sl_- Johnson. C-TftiboutL 
Buffalo 0 1 1-2 

Vancouver B 0 8-41 

First period: None. Second Period: B- 
Cunneyworlh 2. Third Period: B-Grasek 15 
(ZhBnlk) (enl.Sboto oagoafc B- 7-4-7— lftV- 
1-44—15. Goalies: B-Roknon. V-Snow. 


CRICKET 


FIRST TEST, TMBtS DAY 
MCMBAT M AUCKLAND 
South Africa: 621-5 declared 
New Zeatand; 205-2 

r mdhs riusiDHT's n. 


Often receiving whs: Auburn 6ft SW 
Mlssoarl SL 5ft CbictnnaH 24 Kentucky 24, 
lEnois 22, Toledo 21. Xovtor 12, SL Marys, 
col ii, Artrena 10. W. Kentucky 9, Boston 
OtosgeftMrequetteftSt Josaptreft Kansas 
SL ft Stanford ft New Maidco 2, Georgetown 
1, Utohl. 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHLSTANDUM3S 


ATLANTIC DCVlSIOn 


Oemsan76> Duke 71 
North Cantona Bft Virgi nia 70 

QUAIIIUH RIALS 
Coooadkait 8ft SL Jotms 58 
Georgstown 64, Boston College 59 
Naim Dane Bft VBtanova 53 
Ratgen 79. Mksnl 53 



W 

L 

T 

Pis 

GF 

GA 

New Jersey 

33 

20 

8 

74 

181 

IB 

Philadelphia 

30 

17 13 

73 

187 

137 

Pittsburgh 

32 

20 

7 

71 

187 

163 

N.Y. Rangers 

25 

28 

7 

57 

169 

170 

N.Y. Islanders 

19 35 

7 

45 

143 

183 

NORTHEAST DTVBION 



Ottawa 

33 

18 

8 

74 

170 

128 

Toronto 

34 

21 

5 

73 

194 

176 

Baftalo 

28 

20 12 

68 

163 

132 

Boston 

25 

24 10 

60 

154 

140 

Montreal 

24 

29 

8 

56 

144 

158 


SOUTHEAST DMStOH 


Hist Period: ], P- Oakum ft lrf7. NJ.- 
Pedenon lO (PondoHo) ft NJ.-Sykora 21 
(Amatt, Etes) (pp). Secaad Period: NJ.- 
Amott16 (SykottU TWid Parted: NJ.-RoMmi 
19 (Pondolfa) Shota on goto: P- 7-10-10-27. 
NJ.- 14-7-4-25. Gordies: P-KhdblbuBn. 

N_L-Brodeur. 

HtoreMphia 2 I 2-5 

N.Y. Hungers 2 3 1-4 

Fast Period: p-Unttros 36 (Jones. 

McGIde) 2. New York, Grave* 2ft (pp). ft P- 
Jones 16 (DeskatflRh Undm) ft New York, 
Nedved 13 CSmutossoh) Second Period) 
New Yoik, Fraser 1 (SavanLSl*ueni)(pp).ft 
New Ybrk. Nedved 14 (Graves. LealdO (pp). 
7rN*w Ybrtt Graves 29 (Madjean, Nadwd) ft 
P-Langkow 1ft (shl. TOW Period: P-LeClalr 
38 (Lfctdros. McGUtl (pp). 1ft P-Renbwg 9 
(BrlffiTAinoin Kovatonfcal (pp). 11, New York, 
Nedved 15 (JjeelduMocUon) (pp). Shots on 
goto: P- 7-lM>— 26. N.Y. *16-2-26. Gatotoss 
P-Wonfafcsfaiouck. N.Y. (Udder. 

PRIsbregh 8 2 1-3 

Wastdagton 1 2 1-4 

First Period: w-Sva|kovsky 5 Uuneaa, 
Oates) (pp). Second Peri od: W -Gonchar 14 
(StMftuvsk* Oates) (pp). ft W-Bfack 9 
(NttntosWn, Ktoe) ft P-Galanov 4 (Titov, 
Kovalev) 4 P- Brawn 5 (THw. Hatcher) (pp). 
ThW Period: P-Straka 29 (Jogr, Titov) 7, w- 
Nlkrtoshla 5 (Kanowakhak, BtodO Shota oa 
goto: P- 3-9-13-24 W- 12*4-26. Coates: 
P-Baaassa W-Kotdg. 

Los An g el es 0 0 0-0 

Dtatos 1 0 0-1 

Hrst ItorfMfc D-Nieuwendyk 13 (Vbrbeak. 
RaW. Second Period: None. TOM Period: 
None. Shots OH get* LJL- 74-7—18. 0- 11- 
17-7-24 Gotoklt: 1_A--Rset D-BeHOar. 

SL Louis 3 0 0-3 

Chicage 0 I 0-1 

FW Period: SJ_-Twgaan 22 (Young) 
(pp). ft SL Leak, Tuigeon 23 (Young, 
Darttra) Cpp). 1 5X.-, Rfieoame 9 (Conroy) 


O-DAY TOUR MATCH. 30 DAY 
HOMDAY M PWKTL-A-PCRJtE. TfWUDAD 
PresMent'sXb 177 real 185 
Austrota 368. 

Austiafla won by an Innings and sh runs. 


Tucson Open 


Hnal acaras Sunday at 82.75 mfflon 
Tucson Open, played on 7.14frvwd. per-72 
Tuceon. Ariz. Katianal GoU Ctufa course (x- 
won on let ptoyofl hole: U5. urtesa aund): 
»G(tode(HrartstBdt5wc. 67-6*73-68-276 


Tom my Armour 3d 
MUreReU 
Kirk Triplett 
Brent Getoerger 
Berry Checsmon 
Noton Henke 
Corey Povin 
Scott Gump 
Frankfln Langhtan 
EitcRustnnd 
David Toms 


7*69-67-70-276 
7167-7168-277 
6969-7069-277 
72-6*6*70—278 
716469-72-278 
71-7*71 67—279 
716*7169-279 
68-47-74-70—279 
7*6*71-70—279 
7069-7*70—279 
6869-71-71-279 


Match Play Championship 

RoacdiB Sunday from trin 5 mfflan Match 
Play Ctwnpfonahip at La Costa Resort in 
Cartebad, CattL: 

FINAL 

Jett Moggert deL Andrew Mogee 1 up at 
second adra hole (3801 hale) 

THIRD PLACE (IS toiea) 

John Hiwson del. Slew Pale 5 and 4 


1 . Tiger Wbods. US. 12.79 points average 
ft David DuvoV Ui- 11.13 
3. Davis Love 3d. UJL.9.89 
ft Ernie Eto. Sauto Africa, 961 
4 Marti O'Meara. Ui, 967 
A. Lee Westwood. BrtM*9A7 


7. Cote Montgomeri& Britain 860 

8. Vgay Singh, R[L 828 

9. Nick Price. Zimbabwe. ELI 6 

10. Justin Leonard. U-4.7A4 

11. JtoiFuryk.US.7J7 

1ft Ptti Mickeisoa, U 7.19 
13. Fred Couples. U5. 7.05 
1ft Masastd OmU. Japan. 6J7 
14 Jeff Moggert, US. 627 


African MAnowa 1 Cup 

GROUP1 

Cameroon 1, Mozambique 0 
Ghana 4 Eritrea 0 

standi Mas: Eritrea 9 points Cameroon 
*; Mozambique ft Eritrea 1. 

GROUP 8 

Toga 2. Morocco 3 

standings: Morocoo 4 pottits Togo 3i 
Guinea 1. 

GROWS 

Congo 1, Ivory Coast 0 
nAMDSNGSe Congo 7 potato: IvoiyCoast 
4iMaB 1; Namibia 0 

GHOUP4 

Angola ft Moutfflus 2 
South Africa ft Gabon 1 
BTANMNGOt South Africa 7 points 
Mourttkn * Angola ft Gabon 3. 

GROUP B 

Burundi 1, Burkina Fom 2 
Senegal 1. Nigeria 1 

STAHDUMMt Nigeria 5 points; Burkina 
Faso 5; Burumfl ft Senegal 2. 

a roups 

Kenya ft Zambia 1 
Madagascar ft DR Congo 1 
sTMteNOk Zambia 7 points; Mada- 
gascarft DR Conga 4: Kenya 1. 

GROUP? 

Liberia 1, Algeria] 

Tuntttla & Uganda 0 

STANDiioast Tunisia 9 points.- Ubetta ft- 
Ugarda 3; Algeria 1. 

5MMHH PUCSr MVtSMH 

DeportiM Coruna ft Real Soctodad 1 
STAHDunwc Barcelona 44 potato. MtS- 
Iwca4ft VOtoncto4Q;CeitoVlgo3ftDeportivo 
Coruna 3ft Athletic Bfeao 38t Real Madrid 
37; Reto Sociedad 3ft Real Zaragoza 3ft 
Oviedo 35; Ratal Betls 34) ARetim Madrid 33: 
Espanyal 32; Rating Son tender 29; Vortod- 
oltd 29s Vitaneal 2ft Saknnonca 2ft Atavcs 
21; Eatrafnadura21;Teneriie2a. 

scormn nkhui uumub 
KHmamockO Rangers 5 
Cottle 2 Dundee United 1 
Dundee 0 St Jotarstone 1 
Hearts 0 Aberdeen 2 
Motherwell DunfermBn* AlhtaDc l 


Feyenoonf 52 potafft 
Vitesse Amhem 44 Roda JCKerkrade 4ft - 
Ajax Amsterdam 3ft P5V Etodhown 3ft 
Tweate Enschede 3ft tleercmra e n 34- Went 
I ITObuig 3ft AZ ABunaar34r Utrectt2ft NEC ; 
Nijmegen 2ft Fortuna Stttard 24 Cambuar 
Loeuwurden 2ft MW Maasfrtdit2ft Grata- 
schop Ooettndwn 2ft 5paria Rotterdam 1ft 
NAC Breda 13; RKC Mtoobvqk 12. 


Schalke 04 0 Herthn Benin 0 
OTANniNGOi Bayern Munich 50 pofadfi 
Bayer Leverkusen 3ft Kaberaloirtem 3ft 1 860 -, 
Munich 3ft Hertho 3ft Barussla Dortmunp 1 
3ft VtL Wolfsburg 2ft Wtoder Bremen 2& ‘ 
Hamburg SV 2& Stuttgart 2ft SC Fttriburg 24; 
Schalke 04 2ft Bochum 2ft Dubbing 20; Eta- , 
tnxM Frankfurt 1ft Hansa Rostock 1ft.. 
Nuremberg lft Moenchenglarftach 11. 


TENNIS 


SUNDAY IN OKLAHOMA CITY 
FMAL 

Venus WQBwns (1). UA, def. Arremda 

Coetzer (3), South AWm, 46 46. 

DOUBLES FMAL . ■ 

Lisa Raymond Wayne. UJ4, and Remrae* 
Stubbs. Australia (1), def. Amanda Coetzer 
and Jess lea Stock, South Africa 6-ft 6-4. 

•UAtoMAM Diner COP 

SUNDAY M LONDON • 

RNAL , 

Rkhard KraOcek (4). Neth. del Greg 
RumdsU CO. Britton. 76 (*6). 6-7 C5-7J, 7-4 
DOUBLES FINAL , • 

Tim Henman and Greg Rusedefd Brffafci ' 
deL Byron BtacftZImbabww and WayneFee- 1 
rettn, South Africa, 6-3, 76 (B6). >1 

UZNHUUM 
SUNDAY IN MRS 
FMAL 

Serena WO Hams, US. def. AmeBe * 
AAaurosmo (6), France. 6-2. 3-d 76 (7-4). 
DOUBLES FMAL 

Irina Spirtea Romania, and Caroline Vis.-' 
Neth. (31, def. Elena Ukhovtseva Russia,^ 
and AI Suglyama Japan (2), 7-5, 3-d 6-1 - 


Aka Amsterdam 5 Sparta Rotterdam 1 
Feyenoord 2 Heerenveen 1 


1. Pete Sampras. UJ5« 31649 potato 1) ' 

ft Yevgeny KtoetoDuiw Russia, 1382 (2) » ; 

3. Alev Corretja, Spain, 3J50 CD 

4. Carlas Maya, Spain, 3,234 (4) 

4 Patrick Rafleo Austntoa, 3,138 (5) 

6u Moraeto Rbrs. ChBe, ft880 (6) . • 

7. Tan Hsrenan, Britain 2.764 (7) 

8. Richard Krajicek. Netherlands. 2.7M (9)- ’ 

9. Andre Agassi, Ui. 1583 (8) - , 

ia Greg Rusedski Britton. 1439 no) 

1 1. Todd Mariks UA, 1201 0 » 
lft Karat Kucod Slovakia, ZI60 (12) 

13. Thomas Enqvtst Sweden, 1.930 (13) 

14. Goran Ivontoevlc, Croatia; 1,916 (14) 

1 4 Albert Cast* Spain, 1417 ns) 

16. Thomas Johansson. Swede a 1,784 (19) .■ 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 



ASK tfWR DOG IF 
HE WANTS TO COME 
OUT AND PLAT- 


TELL HIM HE CAN 
THROW THE BALL, 
ANDfUOW5£fr.. 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 


T 83 SS 8 &T. 

TWO WHOFeD TJCLLWS 



THto: SCRAHBTOWOffD auto 

srHaritedesM — » **■ 


bbrataORttaryserak 


UVAL 

L_ 

1 

rul 

tn 







SYSOM 


TT 

XI 

WEEYAL 

L_, 

TT T 

X 

HONUKD 


TIT 

X 




BEETLE BAILEY 


MransivItteMMHME 111 

MdwMitaW R—VjL., 

(^tgd gy M MOM CSKMl. 


PM 


here: 


cn^ 

— i=SS^bF WJxam 



NON SEQUITUR 

i hunk i tto vm tut 

CORR5CTNSWCS WJTTOUlC Tb 

CP75ULT m jmNEtfM!NWU&M. 

WJWFKMloNfr NU> W?T N FIX <*1 
aM&K&'tom es&z 
^ PSfWtINt STM6WSNT 


DOONESBURY 





HS&RBAfr H&SOUHMUJON 

mmiop UNnsiAsnt&ir- 

Au,a&sscFa& 

m&mmm 


011 cUrtTbM: 


01998 Why — n/ torto by W eri ii| ts a Post Ihttso Grasp >7m 
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ART BUCK WALD 


Mutual Donations 


N EW YORK — The heal- 
ing between Republicans 
and Democrats must begin. 
The two political panics have 
been wounded by the im- 
peachment trial and now must 
tuid wavs of making up. 

Here are u few suggestions. 
The most important thing that 
both the GOP and the Demo- 
crats revere is money. It is the 
mother's milk 
of campaign 
polities, and it 
is no secret that 
the party with 
the ’ most 
money wins. 

So the first 
step in making 
peace is for the 
Democrats to 
donate large sums of money 
to the Republicans and the 
Republicans to donate buck- 
ets of dollars to the Demo- 
crats. 

The more money each 
party donates, the more 
chance that one side will be 
willing to make up with the 
other. 

Let's say the Democrats 
gave a political dinner in hon- 
or of Henry' Hyde. They 
would make him Man of the 
Year and Congressman of t he 
Century. The tables would be 
sold to well-heeled Demo- 


Buchwald 


crats, including contributors 
from Chino, Taiwan and 
Burma. All the Democratic 
funds would go to support the 
efforts of Elizabeth Dole. 
George W. Bush and Steve 
Forbes to become the next 
president. 

The Republicans, on the 
other hand, would give a din- 
ner for Hillary Clinton, with 
Ken Starr as emcee. It would 
be a roast, with the 13 House 
Managers dressed in drag 
and singing songs about 
Monica Lewinsky and Linda 
Tripp. 

Another idea to bring peace 
back to the parties is for the 
president to give an annual 
Spring Bipartisan Cotillion at 
the White House. To show he 
has no hard feelings, the pres- 
ident would play his saxo- 
phone with Jerry Fal well’s 
band. 

To get the Congress togeth- 
er, each Republican would be 
asked to dance with a Demo- 
crat, and each Democrat 
would choose a Republican. 
For starters, Strom Thurmond 
could tango with Teddy 
Kennedy. 

As the unimpeachable 
president once said, “What 
good is politics in Washington 
u you can't love each other 
when the sun goes down?” 


"This Is Sinatra!’ Coast to Coast 

Nc u h«i Times Service 

N EW YORK — A Sinatra premiere is beckoning. The 
rarity is the fust American showing of “This Is Sinatra!," 
a 1962 British television special that captured him swinging 
through 29 songs in 90 minutes during a performance at the 
Royal Festival Hail in London. 

Screened by the Museum of Television and Radio last week 
at the Directors Guild of America in Los Angeles and at the 
museum's branch in New York. “This Is Sinatra!,” running 
through May 30 on both coasts, opens the 16th annual William 
S. PaJey Television Festival at the museum’s Los .Angeles 
site. 

Through March 16. the festival salutes significant shows in 
television history, such as “The Twilight Zone” and 
"Thirty something.” with screenings and discussions. 


Doing Vocal Justice to Sondheim and Berlin 


By .Alex Wjtchel 

ft'fw Yori Times Service 

N EW YOJ*K — The woman at 
the Fust preview was sur- 
prised. 

“It’s good." she told a friend *T 
thought 1 would hate it. I had dinner 
with some people, and they said. 
‘What are you seeing?’ I told them 
‘Annie Oakley’ and they said, 
‘Why?’ ” 

The answer to that question is 
Bernadette Peters, who stars in the 
revival of Irving Berlin’s "Annie 
Get Your Gun,” opening Thursday 
at the Marquis Theater on Broad- 
way, after a tryout in Washington. 

Not that ir should bother Barry 
and Fran Weissler. the show’s pro- 
ducers, that the woman called the 
show by the name of its lead char- 
acter they are, after ail. the team that 
took the" best choreography Tony 
nomination for their 1994 revival of 
“Grease! ” and turned it into “Best 
Dancing” in the show’s ads, fig- 
uring that tourists would not know 
what “choreography" meant. 

The preview-goer actually put her 
finger on the conundrum that is the 
current production of “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” It is two shows. reaJJy. 
The first is the Annie Oakley show, 
in which Bernadette Peters gets to 
sing classic Irving Berlin while giv- 
ing the character an entirely new 
spin: She has reconceived the role in 
the vein of Eliza Doolittle, a back- 
woods hick, who, with a great deal 
of sweetness and spunk, slowly but 
surely learns everything she needs to 
know to get her man. Frank Butler, 
played by Tom WopaL 
The second show is the rest of 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” directed 
by Graciela Daniele and choreo- 
graphed by her and Jeff Calhoun. 
The show's book, written originally 
by Herbert and Dorothy Fields, 
with its plethora of Indian jokes, is 
offensive by today’s standards. So 
the Weisslers hired the writer Peter 
Stone to revise and update it. though 
he has managed to leave such non- 
Indian gems intact as Annie shifting 
her cleavage around and saying, 
*TII show him a thing or two.” 
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Bernadette Peters as Annie Oakley with Tom Wopat in “Annie Get Your Gun. 1 


In this era of big-budget Broad- 
way spectacles, which celebrate 
scenery and animals, Peters is some- 
thing of an anachronism. A genuine 
musical-theater star, she can either 
sit around and wait for a role in a 
new Stephen Sondheim musical or 
else be the diamond in a rough re- 
vival setting just for the chance to do 
the job she was trained for. 

Working since the age of 316. she 
developed her quirky, personal 
style during the ’60s, when Broad- 
way started its attenuated swan dive 
as the world turned to rock 'o' roll 

When the theater has hit its fal- 
low periods, she has never had a 
problem keeping busy: Besides 
countless television appearances, 
she has appeared steadily in films, 
and won a Golden Globe Award for 
“Pennies From Heaven." 


After making her Carnegie Hall 
debut in 1996, she has traveled 
internationally with her concert 
program, which will be broadcast 
oa PBS in August. But when the 
theater does come through, she 
comes back 

“I know how much the industry 
has changed.” she said, one even- 
ing before ‘ ‘Annie Get Your Gun ' ’ 
previews were to begin. 

“Broadway is changing and the 
roles aren’t there because of that,” 
she went on. “The shows are dif- 
ferent, grander, and with an operatic 
sing-talking. Singing the script just 
isn't my favorite. With ‘Annie,’ I 
saw a wonderful character there. 
She says what’s on her mind and 
doesn't bold anything back, which 
is kind of refreshing. I also thought, 
‘Here comes ashow in these strange 


times we live in that are so negative 
that it might be nice to do something 
looking up, positive. Maybe it’s 
time to give people a lift' " 

At 51, Peters is a remarkable- 
looking woman. Her trademark pale 
skin is without lines, her waist is 
still tiny and she seems to retain the 
untouched quality of a child. 

But when asked, “How would 
you describe yourself?” she 
answered: “I can’t describe my- 
self. Do I have to?” 

Richard Jay Alexander, the di- 
rector of her concerts, said, 
4 ‘ Everyone loves her but they don’ t 
know her.” Because in her own 
charming, disarming way, she sees 
to that. 

“There’s tremendous depth to 
Bernadette but it takes time.” Al- 
exander said. “She started so 


young, and she had the same man- 
ager for 27 years, which helped her 
through the treachery of Holly- 
wood and gave her a classy career, 
bat she was taught to be obedient. 
She doesn’t challenge people until 
they have a certain kind of rela- 
tionship. She’s enormously deep- 
feeling and emotional.” 

What she is concentrating on 
now is keeping well, while the flu 
sweeps New York, firm in her in- 
tent to play all eight shows a week 
every week for the year’s duratioifj 
of her contract. 

She says she welcomes the hard 
work of carrying a Broadway 
show. That does mean, however, 
that she will not be able to tour her 
concert, die second act of which is 
entirely Sondheim. 

Being able to sing Irving Berlin . 
is certainly a pleasure, but the com- 
bination of Peters and Sondheim 
guaranteed magic. What makes 
their connection so powerful? 

"I think his soul, his songs have 
a lot to say about somebody,” she 
said. ‘‘When he writes a song, he 
totally takes on a topic and thor- 
oughly gets into it and it jusi speaks 
■tome.” 

When she gathers with the cast at 
one of the final ‘‘Annie Get Your 
Gun" rehearsals, Peters seems the 
calmest person in the room. 

If someone walked in and did not 

know who the star was, the choice 
would be obvious: She is the smai-fjj 
lest, die most quiet and focused. 
While the dancers laugh and talk, 
she marshals her energy. 

‘ ‘I need Bernadette and the four 
boys.” Calhoun announces, and 
they walk to the center of the 
room. They review some steps, 
including the finale when two of 
the men lift her and set her on their 
shoulders. 

They do the number again. And 
again. Peters and the chorus boys 
smile dazzlingly at one another, as 
if they have got a secret, and maybe 
they do. Their mutual delight in 
dancing can convince anyone that 
every night is Saturday night and 
life is no thin g more than a jubilant 
variety show. 
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CHEEK TO CHEEK — The singer Robbie Williams with a fiberglass 
caricature of himself, given to him after a concert at Wembley in London. 


T HE comedian Bob Hope, who has 
received numerous accolades for en- 
tertaining U.S. troops, is getting another 
honor a G.I. doll created in his likeness. 
“Hollywood Hero" has been designed 
to pay homage to the 95-year-old 
comedian, who spent a half-century en- 
tertaining U.S. troops around the world. 
“We’ve heard how much he likes it,” 
Jon Fitch, associate marketing manager 
of Hasbro, told TV Guide. “Hope En- 
terprises was involved in all of it, right 
down to the scoop on the nose.” 

□ 

After spending his career performing 
roles written for others, Luciano Pav- 
arotti would like someone to compose 
an opera with him in mind. “It has been 
my dream of 20 years or more that a pop 
composer would put himself together 
with a classical composer and make an 
opera,” the tenor said backstage before 
an appearance with the Columbus Sym- 
phony Orchestra in Ohio. “No one is 
writing music for someone like me 
today,” Pavarotti said. When asked if 
he got tired of performing the same 


repertoire, Pavarotti said: * ‘It is always a 
live performance. It is always risky. But 
on top of singing, which is a joy, they 
pay you for it.” 


A debilitating stroke has actually had 
some benefits for Kirk Douglas. The 
actor said he had become closer to his 
son, Michael, since the stroke three 


years ago. “He maintains that I have 
become much funnier since my stroke.” 
Douglas said in TV Guide. “So. you 
see, a sense of humor can save you. ’ ' On 
Sunday. Douglas, who is 82, will re- 
ceive the Life Achievement Award 
from the Screen Actors Guild. 


A free concert in Clarksville. Ten- 


Michel Bros Gets His 3d Michelin Star 

Reuters 

P ARIS — The 1999 Michelin red guide has awarded three stars, its highest 
rating, to Michel Bras for bis eponymous restaurant in Laguiole, in the 
Auvergne region of France. 

Marc Menau’s I’Esperance in Saint-Pere, near Vezelay in northern Bur- 
gundy. which has had three stars since 1984, was downgraded to two stars. 

The latest Michelin guide, released on Monday, lists 21 three-star res- 
taurants, six of which are in Paris. Alain Ducasse has three stars for his 
restaurants in the 16th arrondisement in Paris as well as for the Louis XV hotel 
in Monte Carlo. 

In total, 74 restaurant were given two stars and 405 a single star in this year’s 
guide. Twenty-six restaurants lost their single-star rating, and 34 obtained their 
first. 


nessee, given by the country rock group 
Sawyer Brown raised more than 
$13,000 to benefit victims of tornadoes 
that ravaged the area in January. About 
3.000 people attended the performance 
Friday at Austin Peay State University. 
University officials manned collection 
bins, where concertgoers contributed 
everything from loose change to SI 00 
bills. * ‘God has blessed this town.’ ' said 
Mark Miller, the lead singer. “Some- 
times be lets os know you can knock 
down buildings, but you can’t kill the 
h uman spirit.” 


The winner of the San Remo song 
festival in Italy caused a stir by showing 
her panties. Anna Oxa, who won the 
festival in 1989 and who finished 
second in 1997. came out on top for h^T 
song “Senza pieta.” Her costume.-, 
midriff- baring top and below-the-hip- 
hanging pants, raised eyebrows when 
her underwear was shown on prime- 
time television. The annual festival 
seeks to promote Italian songs. 
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